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ghutuntl]  (talunthn  of  the  intrnl  Spoil, 


FIRST  SESSION. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  19th,  1859. 

This  being  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  a large  number  of  delegates  elected  to  the 
Convention,  assembled  in  the  Lutheran  Church  under  the  pas- 
toral care  of  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth,  -where  Divine  Service  was  held 
and  an  interesting  and  appropriate  discourse,  on  the  Mission 
of  the  General  Synod,  pronounced  by  Rev.  Dr.  Harkey,  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  President  of  the  last  Convention,  from 
the  words : UA  little  one  shall  become  a thousand,  and  a small 
one  a strong  nation  : 1 the  Lord  will  hasten  it  in  his  time.” 
Is.  60 : 22. 

At  the  conclusion  of  public  worship  the  Convention  was 
called  to  order  and  the  certificates  of  the  delegates  were  pre- 
sented. 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

1.  Synod  of  Maryland. 


Rev.  J.  McCron,  D.  D. 

Mr*  J.  Loatz, 

“ II.  L.  Baugher,  D.  D. 

“ P.  Grabill, 

“ G.  Diehl,  D.  D. 

“ P.  A.  Iveller, 

“ John  Heck, 

2.  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  IV.  F.  Eyster, 

Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

“ Prof.  M.  Jacobs, 

D.  A.  Buehler,  Esq. 

“ E.  Breidenbaugh, 

Mr.  C.  Weiser, 

“ A.  Berg, 

“ S.  Garver, 

“ J.  Ulrich, 

“ P.  Smyser. 
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8.  Synod  of  South  Carolina. 

Rev,  A.  J.  Karst, 

“ N.  Aldrich, 

“ E.  A.  Bolles. 

4.  Hartwick  Synod. 

Rev.  A.  P.  Ludden,  Mr.  J.  Stover, 

« P.  A.  Strobel.  “ J.  Schaeffer. 

5.  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

Rev.  L.  C.  Groseclose,  Gen.  W.  C.  Means, 


u 

J.  A.  Linn, 

Col.  J.  Shimpoch, 

u 

S.  Scherer, 

Mr.  B.  F.  Fraley. 

6.  New  York 

Minister  him. 

Rev. 

C.  F.  E.  Stoiilman,  D.  D.  Mr.  J.  Hass, 

U 

H.  N.  POIILMAN,  D.  D. 

“ A.  F.  OCKERIIAUSSEN, 

U 

E.  Deyoe, 

“ S.  Anderson, 

u 

W.  D.  Strobel,  D.  D. 

“ H.  Ludwig, 

a 

L.  Sciiell, 

“ G.  Tiemann. 

7.  Synod  of  Virginia. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Davis,  Col.  George  Baylor. 

“ W.  M.  Baum, 

“ J.  P.  Smeltzer, 

8.  Alleghany  Synod. 

Rev.  D.  Swope,  . Mr.  G.  W.  Patten, 

“ M.  F.  Pfahler,  “ J-  Hill. 

“ J.  B.  Crist, 

“ J.  Fichtner, 

9.  Synod  of  Hast  Pennsylvania. 

Rev,  E.  Greenwald,  Isaac  Sulger,  Esq. 

“ A.  C.  Wedekind,  Mr.  J.  Lennig, 

“ R.  A.  Fink,  “ L.  L.  Houpt. 

“ D.  Steck, 

“ C.  J-  Ehrehart, 


10.  Miami  Synod. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  Mr.  F.  Gebhart. 

“ W.  H.  Harrison, 

“ ' W.  H.  Wynn, 

“ C.  Stroud, 


11.  Wittenberg  Synod. 

Rev.  S.  Fenner,  Gen.  S.  Myers, 

“ J.  W.  Goodlin,  Mr.  H.  IIeiss, 

“ J.  H.  Heck,  “ J.  Stough. 


» 

12.  East  Ohio  Synod. 


Rev.  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D., 
“ J.  Helsell, 

“ J.  B.  Baltzly, 

“ S.  Wagner, 


G.  D.  Otis,  M.  D., 
Mr.  W.  Essick, 

“ 0.  Kuntz, 

“ J.  Williams. 


13.  Sy  nod  of  Illinois. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Reynolds,  D.  D.,  Mr.  D.  Easterday. 
“ A.  ScHMIEDING, 

“ S.  Leise, 

“ F.  Springer, 


14.  Synod  of  Western  Virginia. 
Rev.  Prof.  W.  D.  Rcedel. 


15.  Olive  Branch  Synod. 

Rev.  S.  Weills,  L.  D.  Sheets,  M.  D. 

“ 0.  Brown, 


16.  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 


Rev.  W.  J.  M ANN,  D.  D., 

“ II.  S.  Miller, 

“ T.  T.  JiEGER, 

“ F.  W.  Geissenhainer, 
“ G.  F.  Miller, 

“ C.  W.  Schaeffer,  I).  D., 


H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.D., 
Mr.  L.  Bremer, 

“ B.  Trexler, 

J.  Breitenbach,  M.  D, 


17.  Synod  of  Northern  Illinois. 

Key.  S.  W.  Harkey,  D.  D.,  Mr.  A.  A.  Klove, 

“ C.  B.  Theummel,  “ J.  Garver, 

“ Prof.  L.  P.  Esjborn,  “ M.  M.  Yeakle. 

“ T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

“ 1).  S.  Altman, 


18.  Pittsburg  Synod. 


Rev.  C.  P.  Krautii,  D.  D. 
“ G.  Bassler, 

“ G.  II.  Ehrenfeld, 

“ H.  Reck, 

“ W.  P.  Ruthrauff, 


Mr.  J.  Waltiiour, 
“ P.  Graff, 

J.  Kuhns, 

“ M.  D.  Baker, 
“ G.  J.  Duff, 


19.  Synod  of  Texas. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Ebinger. 


20.  English  Synod  of  Ohio. 


Rev.  H.  M.  Bickel, 
“ J.  Rugan, 


Hon.  P.  Williams, 
Mr.  J.  Baughman. 


21.  Synod  of  Kentucky. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Harris,  Mr.  B.  Tanner. 

22.  Central  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 

P-ev.  P.  P.  Lane, 

“ P.  Rizer, 

“ J.  Welker, 


28. 

Rev.  H.  Wells, 
“ D.  Smith, 


Synod  of  Northern  Indiana. 

Mr.  J.  Pepple, 

“ S.  Cornell. 


24.  Synod  of  Southern  Illinois. 

Rev.  W.  Jenkins. 


2n.  Synod  of  Iowa. 

Rev.  R.  Weiser,  Mr.  A.  S.  Kissell. 

“ G.  W.  Schaeffer, 

26.  Melanclithon  Synod. 

Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Mr.  M.  Eakel, 

“ J.  F.  Campbell,  J.  J.  Culler,  M.  D. 

“ Prof.  C.  C.  Baughman, 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  a constitutional  majority  being 
present  the  Convention  was  declared  by  the  President  organ- 
ized for  the  transaction  of  business. 

On  motion,  the  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  the  af- 
ternoon, at  3 o’clock. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schmucker. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

Thursday,  3 o’clock,  P.  31. 

The  Convention  re-assembled.  Rev.  Dr.  Harkey  in  the 
Chair.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Baugher.  The  minutes  of  the 
morning  session  were  read  and  approved.  The  Synod  then 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  permanent  officers. 

Rev.  Dr.  Strobel,  Prof.  Jacobs,  Dr.  H.  H.  Muhlenberg 
and  Rev.  A.  C.  Wedekind  were  appointed*tellers,  who  subse- 
quently announced  the  following  as  the  result  of  the  election : 

Rev.  C.  W.  SCHAEFFER,  D.  D.,  President. 

Prof.  M.  L.  STOEVER,  Secretary. 

Hon.  P.  S.  MICHLER,  Treasurer. 

The  President,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary,  appointed 
Rev.  W.  M.  Baum,  of  Winchester,  Ya.,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Convention. 

The  following  individuals  now  presented  their  credentials 
as  delegates  from  corresponding  bodies : 

Rev.  George  C.  Curtiss,  from  the  General  Assembly  of  tbe 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  : 
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Rev.  William  L.  Lennert,  from  the  Northern  Province  of 
the  United  Brethren  (or  Morayian)  Church  in  the  United 
States : 

Rev.  Theodore  Dresel,  from  the  Evangelical  Church  Union 
of  the  West. 

They  were  cordially  received  and  invited  to  seats  in  the 
Convention  as  advisory  members. 

Application  for  connexion  with  the  General  Synod,  was 
then  made  by  the  Melanchthon  Synod  of  Maryland,  but  be- 
fore the  vote  was  taken  the  Convention  adjourned.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  John  Heck. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

Friday,  May  20 th,  A.  M. 

The  Synod  convened  according  to  adjournment.  The  ses- 
sion was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Crist. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  ses- 
sion read  and  approved. 

Resolved , That  the  Reporters  of  the  Pittsburg  papers  be 
tendered  seats  on  the  floor  of  Synod  and  that  facilities  for  ob- 
taining the  material  for  their  daily  reports  be  furnished  them 
by  the  officers. 

Resolved , That  all  Lutheran  ministers  in  attendance,  and 
not  delegated  to  the  Convention,  be  received  as  advisory 
members. 

The  following  names  were  presented,  during  the  sessions  of 


Synod : 

Rev. 

C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

Rev. 

T. 

W.  Dosh, 

U 

S.  S.  SCHMUCKER,  D.  IX. 

44 

J. 

G.  Butler, 

44 

B.  Keller, 

44 

J. 

Z.  Senderling, 

44 

J.  A.  Seiss, 

44 

L. 

Hippee, 

44 

W.  A.  Passavant, 

44 

T. 

T.  Titus, 

u 

M.  Valentine, 

44 

J. 

H.  Cupp, 

u 

J.  Albert, 

u 

C. 

Nitterrauer, 

44 

L.  E.  Albert, 

u 

J. 

Fry, 

a 

J.  K Plitt* 

u 

F. 

Benedict, 
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Rev.  S.  Yingling, 

“ A.  Yetter, 

“ A.  H.  Waters, 

“ C.  A.  Baer, 

“ J.  B.  Breckenridge, 
“ A.  C.  Ehrenfeld, 

“ D.  Garter, 

“ F.  Ruthrauff, 

“ M.  S CHWEIG ART, 

“ H.  Baker, 

“ S.  Domer, 

“ M.  Sheeleigh, 

“ W.  G.  Laitzle, 

“ W.  S.  Emery, 

“ F.  Templin, 

“ E.  Norelius, 

“ J.  Steck, 

“ A.  H.  Aughe, 

“ J.  N.  Burket, 

“ J.  Zimmerman, 

“ S.  Seachrist, 

“ L.  M.  Kuhns, 

“ D.  Summers, 

“ J.  Fishburn, 

“ J.  C.  Brodfuehrer, 
“ C.  Lepley, 

“ G.  F.  Sterling, 

“ J.  SCHAUER, 

“ J.  Selmser, 

“ M.  Officer, 

“ L.  J.  Bell, 

“ Prof.  H.  Eggers, 

<c  J.  Welfley, 


Rev.  D.  IIarbaugii, 

£‘  Y.  F.  Bolton, 

“ J.  Boon, 

“ J.  J.  Scherer, 

“ W.  J.  Sloan, 

“ J.  G.  Morris,  D.  B., 

“ C.  A.  Hay, 

“ P.  M.  Rightmeyer, 

“ J.  G.  Beckley, 

“ J.  G.  Ellinger, 

“ G.  H.  Neumann, 

“ Y.  L.  Conrad, 

“ J.  A.  Delo, 

“ G.  SlNSABAUGH, 

‘£  C.  F.  W.  Rechenberg, 
“ D.  Sparks, 

“ J.  W.  Swick. 

I.  Brenneman, 

“ S.  H.  Swingle, 

“ J.  S.  Lawson, 

££  S.  B.  Lawson, 

“ F.  Schiedt, 

“ W.  Berkemeier, 

<£  H.  Borciiard, 

“ J.  II.  Brown, 

“ D.  Ehrhart, 

££  J.  L.  Gilbreath, 

“ YT.  M.  Gilbreath, 

“ J.  K.  Melhorn, 

“ B.  Pope, 

“ W.  F.  Ulery, 

“ J.  YT RIGHT, 

<£  A.  Weills. 


The  following  clergymen  from  other  denominotions  were 

also  intruduced  at  various  periods,  and  invited  to  seats  in 

the  Convention  : 

o 
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Rev.  W„  M.  Paxton,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church; 

Rev.  A.  D.  Campbell,  D.  D.  “ “ 

Rev.  M.  W.  Jacobus,  D.  D.  “ “ 

Rev.  S.  Fulton,  “ “ 

Rev.  A.  M.  Bryan,  “ “ 

Rev.  W.  B.  Mclllwaine,  “ “ 

Rev.  Dr.  Creigh,  “ “ 

R-ev.  W.  Collier,  D.  D.  of  the  Methodist  Prot.  Church  ; 
Rev.  H.  M.  McAfee,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; 


Rev.  J.  H.  C.  Dosh 

U 

u 

u 

u 

Rev.  Dr.  Minor, 

u 

u 

u 

a 

Rev.  Dr.  Clark, 

u 

u 

a 

a 

Rev.  II.  Sinsabaugh, 

u 

u 

u 

u 

Rev.  D.  P.  Mitchell, 

u 

u 

u 

u 

Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth,  Jr.,  Rev.  E.  Breiden- 
baugh,  D.  A.  Buehler  and  P.  Graff,  Esqs.  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  Devotional  Exercises. 

An  invitation  having  been  presented  to  visit  the  Infirmary 
and  Orphans  Home , in  Pittsburg,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  W. 
A.  Passavant,  it  was 

Resolved , That  the  invitation  be  accepted  and  the  Synod 
adjourn  for  the  purpose  this  afternoon  at  4 o’clock. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion,  when  the  Convention  adjourned  at  the 
previous  session,  viz,  the  reception  of  the  Melanchthon  Syn- 
od,' but  before  a decision  was  reached,  the  hour  for  adjourn- 
ment arrived. 

Closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  Ulrich. 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

Friday,  3 o'clock,  P.  M. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  A.  P.  Ludden.  Rev.  Dr.  Pohl- 
man from  the  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  made  the 
following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  beg  leave  to  recommend: 

1.  That  the  first  half  hour  of  each  morning  session  of  the  Synod  be 
set  apart  for  devotional  exercises,  the  President  presiding. 
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2.  That  there  he  public  worship  this  evening  at  the  usual  hour. 

3.  That  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  be  dispensed  to  the  Syn- 
od and  visiting  brethren,  on  Lord’s  Day  afternoon,  at  3 o’clock. 

4.  That  the  preparatory  exercises  take  place  on  Saturday  after- 
noon at  3 o’clock,  the  services  to  be  opened  with  prayer  and  praise,  to  be 
continued  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  followed  by  a sermon,  and  the 
usual  altar  services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  N.  POHLMAN, 

, Chairman. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  suggestions  adopted. 

The  Synod  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  admission 
of  the  Melanchthon  Synod.  After  a full  discussion  of  the 
question,  and  a free  interchange  of  opinion  the  following  res- 
olution was  finally  adopted : 

Resolved , That  we  cordially  admit  the  Melanchthon  Synod, 
and  would  affectionately  request  the  brethren  of  that  Synod 
to  express,  officially,  with  a clearness  which  will  remove  all 
doubt,  their  adhesion  to  the  principles  of  Synodical  division 
recognized  by  the  General  Synod : and,  whereas,  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Body  (Art.  III.,  Sect.  VIII.)  it  is  declared 
that  “the  General  Synod  shall  apply  all  their  powers,  their 
prayers,  and  their  means,  toward  the  prevention  of  schisms 
among  us,  and  be  sedulously  and  incessantly  regardful  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  times — in  order  that  the  blessed  oppor- 
tunities to  promote  concord  and  unity,  and  the  interest  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom  may  not  pass  by,  neglected  and  una- 
vailing,” we  would  fraternally  solicit  them  to  consider  wheth- 
er a change,  in  their  doctrinal  basis,  of  the  paragraph  in  re- 
gard to  certain  alleged  errors,  would  not  tend  to  the  promo- 
tion of  mutual  love,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  great  objects 
for  which  we  are  laboring  together. 

The  Ayes  and  Nays  being  requested,  by  more  than  five 
members,  the  roll  was  called,  and  the  following  result  an- 
nounced : 

Ayes — Aldrich,  Altman,  Breidcnbaugh,  Berg,  Bollcs,  Bueh- 
lcr,  Baum,  Baylor,  Baltzly,  Brown,  Bickel,  Baker,  Conrad, 
Cornell,  Diehl,  Deyoc,  Davis,  Eyster,  Ehrehart,  Essick,  East- 
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erday,  Ehrenfeld,  Fichtner,  Fenner,  Fink,  Fraley,  Groseclose, 
Grabill,  S.  Garver,  J.  Garver,  Greenwald,  Gebhart,  Goodlin, 
Graff,  Hill,  Jno.  Heck,  J.  H.  Heck,  Harrison,  Helsell,  Ileiss, 
Harkey,  Harris,  Jacobs,  Jenkins,  Kara,  Keller,  Krauth, 
Kuntz,  Kissell,  Kuhns,  Ludden,  Linn,  Lennig,  Lane,  McCron, 
Means,  Myers,  Otis,  Ockerhausen,  Pohlman,  Patten,  Pep- 
ple,  Roedel,  Keck,  Ruthrauff,  Rizer,  Scherer,  Stoever,  Sny- 
der, Stover,  Jesse  Schaeffer,  G.  W.  Schaeffer,  Shimpoch,  W. 
L>.  Strobel,  P.  Strobel,  Schell,  Smhltzer,  Swope,  Steck,  Stroud, 
Sulger,  Sprecher,  Springer,  Stough,  Sheets,  Smith,  Tanner, 
Theummel,  Ulrich,  R.  Weiser,  C.  Weiser,  Wedekind,  Wynn, 
Wagner,  J.  Williams,  Welker,  Wells,  Walthour — 98. 

Nays — Baugher,  Bremer,  Bassler,  Crist,  Esbjorn,  Ebinger, 
Geissenhainer,  Haas,  IJoupt,  Ilasselquist,  Jaeger,  Lcise, 
Ludwig,  Klove,  Mann,  H.  S.  Miller,  G.  F.  Miller,  Muhlen- 
berg, Reynolds,  Stohlman,  Schmeiding,  C.  W.  Schaeffer, 
Tieman,  Trexler,  P.  Williams,  Weills — 26. 

The  credentials  of  the  delegates  were  then  presented  and 
their  names  entered  upon  the  roll  of  Synod. 

Resolved , That  tho  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Con- 
vention be  dispensed  with  and  a committee  be  appointed  to 
report  the  unfinished  business. 

Committee — Rev.  Messrs.  C.  J.  Ehrehart,  J.  Ulrich  and 

C.  B.  Theummel. 

The  President  also  announced  the  following  standing  com- 
mittees: 

On  the  state  of  the  Church. — Rev.  Messrs.  S.  W.  Harkey, 

D.  D.,  G.  Diehl,  D.  D.,  Prof.  M.  Jacobs,  E.  A.  Bolles,  P.  A. 
Strobel,  J.  A.  Linn,  IJ.  N.  Pohlman,  D.  D.,  J.  B.  Davis,  D. 
Swope,  E.  Greenwald,  F.  W.  Conrad,  J.  H.  Heck,  J.  B. 
Baltzly,  F.  Springer,  Prof.  W.  D.  Roedel,  S.  Weills,  G.  F. 
Miller,  G.  Bassler,  J.  G.  Ebinger,  H.  M.  Bickel,  J.  G.  Har- 
ris, P.  Rizer,  H.  Wells,  W.  Jenkins,  G.  W.  Schaeffer  and  J. 
F.  Campbell. 

On  our  Literary  aud  Theological  Institutions. — Rev. 
Messrs.  II.  L.  Baugher,  D.  D.,  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D.,  J.  Mc- 
Cron D.  D.,  N,  Aldrich,  E.  Deyoc,  Prof.  G*  Bassler,  L.  C. 


♦ 
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Groseclose,  Prof.  L.  P.  Esbjorn,  Prof.  W.  D.  Rocdel,  J.  G. 
Harris,  and  Prof.  C.C.  Baughman. 

On  correspondence  with  Ecclesiastical  Bodies. — Rev.  Mes- 
srs. W.  M.  Reynolds,  D.  D.,  A.  C.  Wedekind,  A.  J.  Karn, 
W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D.,  W.  M.  Baum  and  W.  H.  Harrison. 

On  the  Treasurer  s Report. — Messrs.  Charles  Weiser,  J. 
Lennig,  F.  Gebhart,  L.  Bremer  and  Rev.  F.  Springer.  ■ 

On  Mileage. — Rev.  Hr.  Strohel,  L.  L.  Houpt,  Hon.  P. 
Williams,  Dr.  II.  Id.  Muhlenberg  and  A.  S.  Kissel. 

The  hour  for  visiting  the  Orphans’  Home  and  the  Infirmary 
having  arrived,  the  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  on  Saturday, 
at  9 o’clock,  A.  M.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  II.  Heck. 

FIFTH  SESSION. 

Saturday,  May  21st. 

The  Synod  convened  according  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  session 
were  read  and  approvd. 

The  delegates  from  several  Synods,  who  had  arrived  since 
the  organization  of  the  Convention  were  received  and  au- 
thenticated. 

Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman  from  the  committee  on  Religious  exer- 
cises reported  a series  of  appointments  for  different  evan- 
gelical pulpits  of  Pittsburg  on  the  approaching  Lord’s  Day, 
which  were  approved. 

Rev.  Dr.  Harkey  presented  several  documents  and  a let- 
ter fi’om  the  German  Church  Diet,  addressed  to  the  General 
Synod  in  reply  to  the  communication  written  by  the  officers 
of  our  last  Convention. 

They  were  referred  to  a special  committee,  consisting  of 
W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D.,  S.  W.  Harkey,  D.  D.,  and  II.  L.  Baugh- 
er,  D.  D. 

A letter  was  also  presented  to  the  Synod  from  Rev.  Dr. 
Ileiner,  who  had  been  appointed  as  a delegate  to  this  Con- 
vention from  the  German  Reformed  Church.  It  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  Ecclesiastical  Correspondence. 
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In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  his  report  was  read  by 
Rev.  E.  Greenwald,  and  referred  to  the  proper  committee : 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

P.  S.  M wider , Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  of  the  United  States,  in  account 
with  said  Synod. 


1858.  Dr. 
Juno,  1.  Received  of  T.  Newton  Kurtz,  draft  on 

New  York,  being  amount  due  from  him 
on  sales  of  Hymn  Book,  &c.,  to  31  May 
1858, $1356  21 

1859. 


March,  4.  Received  of  John  L.  Frederick,  Treas. 

Lutheran  Board  of  Publication  for  Pre- 
miums on  Hymn  Book, 

April,  12.  Received  of  J.  L.  Frederick,  Treas.  Lu- 
theran Board  of  Publication  for  Pre- 
miums, &c., 

May,  9.  Received  of  T.  Newton  Kurtz,  draft  on 
Philadelphia,  for  amount  due  on  Pre- 
miums of  Hymn  Book,  &c.,  to  1st  May 
Inst., 

May,  15.  To  Balance  due  Synod  brought  down, 

To  which  add  interest  on  294  54  for  one 
year,  less  ten  days,. 


150  28 

381  54 


848  58 

$2736  61 

$1666  10 

17  18 

$1683  28 


1858.  Cr. 

,J,une,  1.  Paid  loan  from  II.  II.  Muhlenberg,  (bor- 
rowed to  pay  traveling  expenses  of  del- 
egates to  Synod  at  Reading  in  1857),....  1000  00 

Interest  on  same  for  one  year  40  days, 61  67 

1859, 

April.  15.  Paid  M.  L.  Stoever  per  postage,  etc 5 00 

May,  9.  Paid  Isaac  Sulger  “ “ 3 84 

May,  15.  By  balance  due  Synod  this  day, 1666  10 

$2736  61 

May,  20.  By  check  on  Far.  & Mech.  Bank,  Easton, 


sent  to  Rev.  |E.  Greenwald  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,. 1683  28 


$1683  28 
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Isaac  Sulger,  Esq.,  from  the  Hymn  Book  Committee,  pre- 
sented the  following  report : 

Report  of  the  Financial  Hymn  Booh  Committee. 

The  undersigned  a Committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Synod  held  at  Reading,  Pa.,  in  May,  1857,  to  contract  for  the 
publication  of  tha  Hymn  Book,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : That 
they  met  in  persuance  of  the  object  of  their  appointment  on  the  27th  of 
May,  1857,  immediately  on  the  adjournment  of  Synod,  and  solicited  and 
obtained  proposals  for  printing  and  publishing  the  24  mo.  and  48  mo. 
editions  of  the  Hymn  Book.  Proposals  were  received  from  Mr.  T.  N. 
Kurtz,  the  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication,  Messrs.  Lindsay  & Blakiston 
and  Messrs  Lippincott  & Co. — and  are  on  file  among  the  papers  of  your 
committee,  ready  for  inspection,  if  desired  by  Synod, 

Your  committee,  by  way  of  preliminary,  adopted  certain  rules  and 
conditions  to  govern  all  future  contracts  that  might  be  thereafter  entered 
into  for  the  publication  and  sale  of  the  Hymn  Book,  embodied  and  ex- 
pressed in  the  followimg  Resolution,  to  wit : 

Resolved , “That  this  committee,  in  contracting  for  the  publication  of 
the  Hymn  Book,  will  insist  upon  having  possession  of  the  stereotype 
plates;  and  upon  the  issuing  of  every  edition,  vouchers  will  be  required 
from  the  printer,  as  to  the  number  of  issues,  and  from  the  publishers,  a 
statement  of  sales  every  sixty  days,  and  payments  to  the  Treasurer  of 
Synod  of  premiums  then  due,  and  an  account  current  at  the  end  of  every 
year.” 

Your  committeee,  to  their  surprise,  immediately  after  their  appoint- 
ment, ascertained  that  the  late  publisher,  on  the  eve  of  the  adjournment 
of  Synod,  and  without  the  authority  of  the  former  committee,  had  pub- 
lished a large  edition  of  the  24  mo.  and  48  mo.  Hymn  Book,  sufficient  to 
supply  the  church  for  at  least  the  fwo  years  intervening  before  its  next 
(present)  biennial  session,  thereby  forestalling  the  action  of  your  com- 
mittee, and  almost  in  effect  rendering  nugatory  the  resolution  of  Synod, 
aud  the  object  of  their  appointment.  Your  committee  addressed  a let- 
ter to  Mr.  Kurtz,  inquiring  whether  he  would  contract  for  a single  year 
for  the  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book  at  increased  rates  and  premiums 
set  forth  in  his  proposal  of  June  5th,  1857,  hoping  thereby  to  get  rid  of 
this  seeming  difficulty,  which  proposition  he  emphatically  declined. 

In  this  dilemua,  your  committee  determined  by  resolution,  not  to  con- 
tract with  any  parties  for  the  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book,  until  an 
arrangement  had  been  entered  into  for  the  disposition  of  the  stock  then 
on  hand ; reported  Juue  5th,  1857,  to  be  as  follows  : 

48mo.  in  sheets, 7000 

48mo.  bound, .• 2000 

Total, 


0000 
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24mo.  in  sheets, 8000 

24mo.  bound, 1300 

Total, 9300 

German  Hymn  Book  in  sheets, 2000 

“ “ “ bound, 200 

Total, 2200 

Smaller  Catechism  in  sheets, 13,800 

“ “ bound, 3750 

Total, 17,550 


After  some  "correspondence,  an  arrangement  was  effected  with  Mr. 
Kurtz  October  1st,  1857,  styled  by  him  the  “New  arrangement,”  for  the 
sale  of  the  stock  on  hand  at  increased  rates  and  premiums  correspon- 
ding with  the  rates  and  premiums  offered  in  his  proposal  of  June  1857. 
Your  committee  also  insisted  upon  an  account  of  sales  every  three 
months,  which  was  afterwards  extended  to  six  months  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  publisher,  the  last  account  of  sales,  however,  extends 
over  a period  of  eleven  months.  Your  committee,  at  the  same  time  in- 
sisted upon  the  delivery  and  possession  of  all  the  stereotype  plates  be- 
longing to  Synod,  these  consist  of  the  following  : 

6 boxes  of  stereotype  plates  of  12mo.  Hymn  Book. 

8 “ “ “ 18mo.  English  Hymn  Book. 

C “ “ “ 18mo.  German  “ “ 

1 “ “ “ Catechism, 

24mo. 

48mo. 

Mr.  Ivurtz,  On  June  3d,  1858,  made  application  to  your  committee  to 
publish  a small  edition,  say  3.000  copies  of  the  24mo.  Hymn  Book  to  in- 
sure a constant  supply  to  the  church,  and  also  for  an  abatement  in  the 
rates  and  premiums  fixed  in  the  new  arrangement. 

The  matter  of  the  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book  was  then  again  con- 
sidered and  discussed  by  your  committee,  and  on  motion,  a contract  was 
awarded  to  the  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication  to  publish  the  24mo 
Hymn  Book,  said  contract  to  extend  until  the  next  (present)  meeting  of 
General  Synod,  at  rates  and  premiums  corresponding  with  their  propo- 
sal of  August  12th,  1857. 

Mr.  Kurtz,  again  September  29,  1857,  applied  to  your  committee  to 
publish  another  small  edition,  say  2000  copies  of  the  24mo.  Hymn  Book, 
which  application  of  course  your  committee  were  unable  to  grant,  hav- 
ing already  awarded  the  contract  to  the  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication 
above  stated. 

Your  committee,  February  1859,  upon  the  application  of  the  Lutheran 
Board  of  Publication,  awarded  them  permission  to  publish  3000  copies 
of  the  24mo.  also  3000  copies  of  the  48mo.  Hymn  Book,  to  insure  a con- 
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stant  supply  to  tlie  church,  -which  latter  request  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of  Publication  was  made  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Kurtz,  he  desiring  to 
sell  the  remainder  of  his  stock  himself. 

Mr.  Kurtz  reports  May  1st,  1859  his  stock  of  Hymn  Books,  &c.  to  be 


as  follows: 

48mo.  hound, 2 1 GG 

48mo.  in  sheets, 2100 

Total, 4260 

24mo.  bound, 464  464 

German  Hymn  Book,  bound, 178 

“ “ “ in  sheets, ^ 1100 

Total, '. 1278 

Catechism  bound, 375 

“ in  sheets, 11400 

Total, 11775 


Your  committee  would  further  report  what  was  stated  at  the  last  bi- 
ennial session  of  Synod,  that  no  account  of  sales  has  been  rendered  by 
the  publisher  in  reference  to  the  12mo.  edition  of  the  Hymn  Book,  said 
edition  having  been  published  under  a contract  dated  October  28,  1851, 
which  does  not  require  an  account  of  sales  from  the  publisher,  until  he 
is  fully  paid  for  the  expense  of  stereotype  plates  and  for  publishing  the 
same.  This  expense  and  costare  fixed  by  the  publisher  at  $550,  but  un- 
til this  sum  is  fully  paid,  the  publisher  is  exempt  from  any  premiums  or 
bonus,  with  this  additional  proviso,  “that  the  continued  sale  of  the  Book 
(12mo.)  be  further  secured  to  him  for  the  term  of  ten  years  thereafter^ 
subject  to  such  premiums  as  General  Synod  may  think  proper  to  impose, 
said  premiums  not  to  exceed  that  (then)  paid  on  the  smaller  24mo  Eng. 
Luth.  Hymn  Boob,  viz,  10  cents  per  copy. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  would  congratulate  tbe  members  of 
Synod  that  the  object  of  their  appointment  has,  in  a measure,  been  ac- 
complished, and  that  the  revenues  of  Synod,  from  the  publication  of  the 
Hymn  Book  have  been  increased  by  the  terms  of  the  “new  arrangement” 
entered  into  and  above  reported  for  the  sale  of  the  stock  in  hands  of  late 
publisher  and  by  the  liberal  terms  of  the  present  contract  with  the  Lu- 
theran Board  of  Publication,  in  the  hope  that  what  your  commit- 
tee have  done  in  the  premises  may  be  approved  by  Synod,  and  such 
instructions  given  to  the  committee  to  be  appointed  at  its  present  session 
as  will  secure  to  Synod,  in  the  future  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book,  as 
favorable  rates  and  premiums  as  are  at  present  realized.  Your  Commit- 
tee cannot  close  their  report  without  the  sad  mention  of  the  decease  of 
John  Baer,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  the  senior  member  of  the  Committee. 

The  surviving  members,  however,  before  this  sad  occurrence,  enjoyed 
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the  benefit  of  the  wisdom  and  counsel,  which  his  years  and  long  expe- 
rience as  a printer,  fully  qualified  him  to  impart. 

Mr.  Baer  was  present  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  participat- 
ing in  its  deliberations  and  uniting  cordially  in  all  its  resolutions,  but  es- 
pecially in  what  is  above  set  forth  as  the  deliberate  action  and  policy  of 
your  Committee. 

D.  LUTHER. 

ISAAC  SULGER, 

W.  A.  WISONG, 

H.  H.  MUHLENBERG, 

Hymn  Book  Committee. 

May  19th,  1859. 

The  report  was  received  and  a Committee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  D.  A.  Buehler,  Esq.,  Rev.  Prof.  Jacobs, 
Gen.  S.  Myers  and  Rev.  F.  W.  Geissonliainer,  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  facts  connected  with  the  publication  of 
the  Liturgy,  Catechism,  etc.,  by  T.  Newton  Kurtz  and  report 
thereon  at  the  present  Convention  of  General  Synod. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  India 
were  presented  and  referred  to  a Special  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Rev.  Dr.  Strobel,  Rev.  John  Heck,  Rev.  D.  Steck,  A. 
F.  Ockerhausen  and  I.  Sulger,  Esqs. 

Rev.  C.  J.  Ehrehart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  minutes  of  the  last  Synod,  submitted  the  following 
report : 

Report  on  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Convention. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  minutes  of  the  last  Conven- 
tion of  the  General  Synod,  respectfully  report : 

That  having  examined  the  document  submitted  to  them,  they  find  the 
following  items,  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod. 

1.  On  page  15,  we  see  it  noticed,  that  five  Trustees  were  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  Pastors’  Fund  for  the  ensuing  two  years.  It  was 
made  the  duty  of  these  Trustees  to  report  at, this  meeting  of  Synod.  To 
hear  this  report  and  to  elect  Trustees  for  the  ensuing  two  years  will 
properly  be  the  business  of  this  Convention. 

2.  On  page  16,  the  Secretary  of  Synod  was  requested  to  continue  the 
work  of  completing  two  sets,  one  printed  and  another  in  manuscript,  of 
the  minutes  of  all  past  Conventions  of  the  General  Synod.  We  would 
inquire  whether  this  work  has  been  accomplished  ? 

3.  On  page  19,  we  perceive  that  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  in  connection  with 
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the  publisher,  was  requested  to  correct  the  typographical  errors  in  the 
scriptural  references  of  the  General  Synod’s  Catechism.  We  would  ask 
have  these  corrections  been  made  ? 

4.  On  page  10,  we  learn  that  the  term  of  the  Committee  on  the  con- 
templated African  Mission  expires  with  the  present  session  of  Synod. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  this  Synod  again  to  appoint  such  a committee,  and 
no  doubt  its  pleasure  to  hear  a report  from  the  last  committee. 

5.  On  page  25,  we  notice  that  a committe  was  appointed  to  receive  ap- 
plications from  young  men,  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  the  scholar- 
ship offered  by  the  Central  Committee  of  Inner  Missions  of  the  Evan- 
gelical church  of  Germany.  We  would  ask  have  any  applications  been 
made, "and  with  what  success? 

6.  On  the  same  page,  we  see  it  stated  that  a delegation  was  chosen, 
of  which  Dr.  Stohlman  is  chairman,  to  represent  the  General  Synod 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Church  Diet.  What  report  have  said  committee 
to  offer  ? 

7.  The  officers  of  Synod  were  also  directed  to  address  a letter  of  salu- 
tation to  the  Church  Diet.  It  will  be  gratifying  to  Synod  to  hear  that 
this  has  been  done. 

8.  By  arrangement  made  with  the  Lutheran  Publication  Society  and 
recorded  on  the  27th  page  of  the  minutes  it  will  devolve  upon  this  Synod 
to  elect  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication  who  shall  be  ex-officio 
members  of  the  Publication  Committee. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  J.  EHREHART, 

J.  ULRICH, 

C.  B.  THUEMMEL. 

Committee. 

The  Report  was  received  and  taken  up  seriatim  : 

In  reference  to  the  first  item,  Isaac  Sulger,  Esq.,  offered  a 
report,  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Pastors'  Fund. 

The  Trustees  of  the  “Pastors’  Fund”  appointed  at  the  last  meeting 
of  General  Synod,  held  at  Reading,  Pa.,  May,  1857,  beg  leave  respectful- 
ly to  report  the  following  statements  of  what  has  been  done,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  Synod,  in  reference  to  the  interests  of 
the  “Fund”  committed  to  their  custody  and  management. 

In  July,  1857,  the  Trustees  met  and  organized  permanently,  by  the 
appointment  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Keller,  President,  Lewis  L.  Houpt,  Treas- 
urer, and  Isaac  Sulger,  Secretary. 

Previous  minutes  and  records  of  Synod  constituting  the  Fund  were 
examined  and  carefully  considered,  with  a view  to  discover,  if  possible, 
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why  the  “Pastors’  Fund  Society,”  although  twenty  years  and  upwards 
have  transpired  since  its  organization,  had  so  signally  failed  in  its  object, 
and  in  a measure  been  almost  abandoned  by  its  founders  and  neglected 
by  the  church. 

In  tracing  the  early  history  of  this  Society,  the  Trustees  have  ascer- 
tained that  this  Fund  originated  as  far  back  as  November,  1831,  by  a 
resolution  of  Synod,  setting  apart  one  half  of  the  profits  of  the  works 
published  by  Synod,  as  a Fund  for  the  relief  of  “superannuated  Lutheran 
ministers.  Vide  Appendix  A,  minutes  8th  Convention  General  Synod, 
page  39.  Nothing,  however,  seems  to  have  been  actually  done  until 
June  1837,  when  the  importance  and  necessity  of  making  some  provis- 
ion for  superannuated  ministers  and  their  families  was  again  urged  upon 
General  Synod,  and  a “Plan”  adopted  for  this  purpose.  Vide  minutes 
9th  Convention,  page  23. 

In  June,  1839,  a Constitution  was  submitted,  and  adopted  by  Gen- 
eral Synod,  which  at  present  constitutes  the  basis  and  plan  for  the  crea- 
tion and  disposition  of  this  Fund.  Vide  minutes,  10th  Convention,  page 
17,  and  Appendix  B,  page  27-31. 

Its  provisions  and  articles  are  based  upon  the  mutual  principle,  and 
require,  for  the  enjoyment  and  reception  of  its  benefits,  a stated  annu- 
al contribution  from  its  members,  in  order  to  entitle  them  or  their  fam- 
ilies (in  case  of  sickness  or  death,)  to  be  beneficiaries  of  its  bounty. 

Besides,  it  provides  for  a Fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  realized 
before  any  income  or  benefits  can  be  paid  out  to  those  applying  for  re- 
lief, no  matter  how  urgent  the  application  or  how  needy  the  applicant. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Trustees,  this  latter  provision,  especially,  oper- 
ates fatally  upon  the  prospects  of  the  Society,  and  postpones  its  opera- 
tion and  usefulness  to  an  indefinite  period,  while  many  ministers  and 
their  families  are  now  in  need  of  the  assistance  intended  to  be  provided 
by  this  Fund 

In  view  of  this  apparent  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  the  Trustees 
addressed  a circular  to  the  several  District  Synods,  in  connection  with 
General  Synod,  propounding  certain  questions  and  soliciting  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  upon  the  subject,  with  a view  to  understand  what  were 
the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  church  in  reference  to  this  Fund,  and  to  re- 
constitute the  Society,  if  practicable,  upon  a new  basis,  so  that  its  mo- 
neys may  the  more  steadily  accumulate,  and  the  income  be  accessible  to 
all  the  destitute  and  worthy,  who  come  within  its  provisions. 

In  answer  to  this  circular  the  Trustees  have  received  several  letters 
from  District  Synods,  in  which  no  Pastors’  Fund  exists,  acknowledging 
the  importance  of  the  object  and  promising  action  and  effort  in  its  behalf, 
within  their  limits. 

Two  letters  only  were  received  in  this  connection,  notifying  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  existence  of  Pastors’  or  Widows’  Fund  Societies,  within  the 
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boundary  of  General  Synod,  lo  wit:  The  Widows'  Fund  of  the  E.  L. 
Ministeriutn  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  Pastors’  Fund  of  the  Syn- 
od of  Maryland,  both  of  which  societies  are  organized  under  a charter 
of  incorporation  from  the  States  in  which  they  are  respectively  located, 
and  neither  of  which  can  by  the  terms  of  their  charter  become  auxilliary 
to  the  Pastors’  Fund  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Trustees  in  view  of  all  these  circumstances  and  the  express  reso- 
lution of  Synod  have  prepared  a new  Constitution,  which  was  published 
in  the  Observer  and  Missionary,  and  present  and  respectfully  submit  the 
same  as  part  of  their  report,  and  do  cordially  recommend  it  to  the  calm 
and  prayerful  consideration  of  the  members,  in  the  hope  that  its  adoption 
may  stimulate  the  several  District  Synods  to  united  and  vigorous  action 
in  this  behalf,  and  enable  the  Trustees  to  command  the  contributions  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  with  a view  to  a more  steady  increase  of  the  Pas- 
tors’ Fund,  greater  efficiency  and  usefulness  in  its  management,  and  the 
addition  of  a wise  and  liberal  policy  for  the  distribution  of  the  means  and 
accumulations  constituting  it,  according  to  the  original  design  and  intent 
of  its  founders  and  patrons. 

The  Trustees  report,  that  in  addition  to  the  circular  addressed  to  the 
several  District  Synods  above  referred  to,  they  have  published  in  the 
church  papers  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Lutheran  Pastors’  Fund,  calling 
upon  the  Church  generally  to  contribute  to  this  object.  This  appeal  was 
responded  to  in  one  or  two  instances  only,  by  individual  donations  which 
have  been  already  acknowledged  in  the  Church  papers  and  will  be  found 
in  the  Treasurer’s  report  hereto  annexed. 

The  Trustees  would  be  glad  were  they  able  to  report  a larger  amount 
of  principal  moneys  on  hand,  as  a basis  of  a fund  to  be  steadily  accumu- 
lating, the  interest  and  income  of  which  might  be  sufficient  for  imme- 
diate and  pressing  demands  upon  the  Treasury  from  any  portion  of  the 
church. 

The  Trustees  further  report  that  in  answer  to  an  application  on  behalf 
of  the  widow  of  Rev.  E.  R.  Ginney,  late  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  deceased,  they 
have  appropriated  and  paid  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  for  her  benefit. 

The  principal  moneys  reported  to  Synod  at  its  lastsession,  amounting 
to  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  have  been  secured  by  bond  and 
mortgage  upon  Real  Estate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  Gettysburg, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  payable  half- 
yearly,  and  the  interest  and  accumulations  collected  and  received  by  the 
present  Trustees  have  been  by  resolution  deposited  in  the  Philadelphia 
Savings  Fund,  bearing  interest  at  4 percent,  per  annum.  In  conclusion 
the  Trustees  are  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  Lutheran  Pastors’ 
Fund  should  be  reconstituted  in  the  future  upon  the  basis  of  Christian 
Charity,  in  accordance  with  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  to  which  the  Pastors’ 
Fund  Societies  of  the  different  District  Synods  should  be  auxilliary,  in 
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order  to  unite  the  contributions  of  the  church  and  make  them  available 
to  all  proper  applicants  whose  applications  are  supported  by  responsible 
and  credible  testimonials. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

BENJAMIN  KELLER, 
ISAAC  SULGER, 

LEWIS  L.  HOUPT. 
Trustees  of  the  Lutheran  Pastors'  Fund. 

Philadelphia,  April,  1859. 


Constitution  of  the  Pastors'  Fund. 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Synod’s  Pastors’  Fund  is 
so  exceedingly  complicated  and  its  requirements  such  as  can  but  in  a few 
cases  be  complied  with,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  whole  plan  of  operation  should 
be  changed  and  that  each  District  Synod  should  establish,  in  connection 
with  (and  auxiliary  to)  the  Pastors’  Pund  of  the  General  Synod,  a Pas- 
tors’ Fund  within  its  own  limits,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ,  therefore,  the  present  Trustees  would  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
the  General  Synod  at  its  present  Convention,  the  following  Constitution 
as  a plan  of  Union  for  combining  the  charitable  operations  of  the  Dis- 
trict Synods  in  connection  with  the  General  Synod  of  the  Ev.  Luth. 
, Church  in  the  United  States. 

Article  1.  The  present  fund  for  superannuated  ministers,  their  wid- 
ows or  orphans,  shall  be  known,  as  the  Pastors’  Fund  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  The  present  Synod  .shall,  at  its  present  convention,  elect  six 
Trustees,  namely : three  clergymen  and  three  laymen,  all  of  whom  shall 
be  in  good  standing  in  the  Luth.  Church,  residing  at  some  point,  where 
.they  can  be  conveniently  assembled,  who  shall  serve  in  manner  following, 
to  wit:  The  first  two  shall  serve  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod.  The  next  two  shall  serve  until  the  next  succeeding  meeting  of 
Synod,  and  the  last  two,  until  the  next  succeeding  meeting  of  Synod,  af- 
ter which  time,  each  Trustee  elect  shall  serve  a term  of  six  years,  two  to 
be  elected  at  every  Session  of  Synod.  Any  Trustee  may  be  removed  by 
a vote  of  Synod. 

Art.  3.  The  Trustees  shall  have  power  to  elect  their  own  officers, 
.namely : President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  fill  vacancies  that  may  oc- 
cur between  the  Sessions  of  Synod,  and  also  to  make  their  own  By-Laws, 
which  shall  not  conflict  with  their  constitution. 

Art.  4.  Said  Trustees  shall  receive  into  their  hands  the  Funds  remain- 
ing in  the  Treasury  at  this  Lime  and  they  shall  endeavor  by  all  proper  and 
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lawful  means,  to  increase  these  funds  by  bequests,  donations,  from  in- 
dividuals, and  contributions  or  collections  from  congregations  belonging 
to  such  District  Synods,  in  which  no  Pastors’  Fund  exists. 

Art.  5.  All  congregations,  within  the  bounds  of  such  District  Synods 
in  which  no  Pastors’  Fund  exists,  are  earnestly  solicited  to  take  up  au- 
nualcollections,  at  or  about  the  time  when  the  Harvest  Thanksgiving  ser' 
mon  is  preached,  and  forward  the  amount,  be  it  much  or  little,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Parent  or  General  Fund. 

Art.  6.  The  different  District  Synods,  in  connection  with  the  General 
Synod,  which  have  not  already  done  so,  are  respectfully  and  earnesily 
requested  to  organize  Synodical  Pastors'  Fund  Societies,  ausilliary  to 
the  Parent  Society,  and  to  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  an  annual  statement  of  their  operations. 

Art.  7.  Each  District  Synodical  Society  may  make  its  own  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  and  carry  on  its  operations,  as  it  shall  find  expedient, 
Provided  the  same  shall  not  in  any  way  militate  against  the  constitu- 
tion, by-laws  and  operations  of  the  Parent  Society. 

Art.  8.  While  each  District  Synod  seeks  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Superannuated  or  disabled  ministers,  its  widows  and  orphans  within  its 
bounds  whenever  any  Funds  remain  unappropriated  at  the  end  of  each 
Synodical  year,  these  Synods  are  respectfully  requested  to  transmit  their 
surplus  funds  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent  or  General  Fund,  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  General  or  Parent  Fund  shall  consider  and  decide  all 
applications  for  relief  from  any  portion  of  the  Church  in  connection  with 
the  General  Synod,  such  applications  being  accompanied  by  proper  and 
credible  testimonials. 

Art.  9.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pastors’  Fund  shall  transmit  to 
the  several  District  Synods  the  constitution  of  this  association  with  a 
statement  of  its  financial  condition. 

Art.  10.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  of  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Synod  by  a majority  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  mem- 
bers present. 


Leivis  L.  Houpt , Treasurer  in  account  with  the  Lutheran 
Pastors’  Fund. 


To  this  amount  being  assets  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  Pastors'  Fund 
as  folio  ws : 


Dr. 


Amount  secured  by  mortgage,  dated 


March  10,  1839, $300  00 

Amount  secured  by  mortgage,  dated 

Oct.  1,  1857 1200  00 

$1500’ 00 
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1857. 

19G  52 
36  29 

$232  81 

219  00 
45  90 
4 00 
1 60 

$270  50 

April  6,  Semi-annual  interest  on  $232  81,  in  Savings  Fund 


to  Dec.  31, $6  96 

Semi-annual  interest  from  Dr.  Gilbert,  on  $1500 45  00 

April  7,  Cash,  from  “Dorcas”  Centre  co., 10  00 


May  1,  Interest  on  funds  in  Treasurer’s  hands  $55,  one  month,  25 
Dec.  31,  Interest  on  money  deposited  in  Savings  Fund,  Phil’a.,  11  53 

1859. 

Jan.  4,  Semi-annual  interest  from  Dr. Gilbert,  due  Oct.  1st.,  1858,  45  00 
April  9,  Semi-annual  interest  from  Dr.  Gilbert,  due  1st  inst.,...  45  00 

Total,  $2167  05 


•Tan.  1,  By  Cash  paid  printing  circular  and  resolution,  $7  50 

July  6,  By  Cash  paid  Blank  Book  for  Seretary, 50 

Sept.  8,  By  Cash  paid  widow  of  Rev.  E.  R.  Ginney,  ...  50  00 

$58  00 

Balance  on  hand, $2109  05 


RECAPITULATION. 


Assets,  Mortgage  of  Dr  Gilbert, 

March  10,  1739, 300  00 

Assets,  Mortgage  of  Dr.  Gilbert,  Oct.  1, 

1857, 1200  00 

Cash  deposited  in  Phil.  Savings  Fund, 609  05 

$2109  05 


LEWIS  L.  HOUPT, 

Treas.  Lath.  Pastors'  Fund. 

Messrs.  P Stnyser  and  J.  Stough  were  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  audit  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Pastors' 
Fund. 


Aug.  12.  Cash  received  from  former  Treasurer, 

Interest  on  the  same  to  July  1st, 

Oct.  1.  Interest  from  Dr.  Gilbert  on  $1545  90 

2 years,  4 m.  10  d., 

Cash  received  fractional  part  of  principal,.. 
Additional  interest  on  $200  note  4 months,. 
Interest  on  funds  whilst  in  Treasurer’s  hands, 
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A Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Haas  and  F.  Gebhart,  -was  appointed  to  nominate  Trustees 
of  the  Pastors’ Fund.  They  subsequently  reported  the  fol- 
lowing names : 

Rev.  B.  Keller,  and  I.  Sulger,  Esq.,  for  6 years. 

“ E.  W.  Flutter,  and  L.  L.  Iloupt,  for  4 years. 

“ J.  A.  Seiss,  and  W.  M.  Fleyl,  for  2 years. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nominations  confirmed. 

Resolved , That  the  Trustees  of  the  Pastors’  Fund  be  in- 
structed to  procure,  at  an  early  period,  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
just  adopted. 

In  reference  to  the  second  item,  on  the  minutes  of  the  last 
Convention,  the  following  report  was  presented : 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  last  Convention. 

The  undersigned  has  succeeded  in  completing  the  set  of  the  General 
Synod’s  printed  minutes,  with  the  exception  of  the  meeting,  held  in 
Frederick,  in  1821.  As  its  proceedings  occupy  only  a few  pages,  he  had 
them  transcribed  and  bound  up  with  the  printed  minutes  of  the  other 
Conventions.  If,  at  any  time,  the  printed  pamphlet  is  secured,  it  can 
readily  be  substituted  in  the  volume,  in  place  of  the  manuscript  pages. 
The  proceedings  of  the  first  eighteen  Conventions,  together  with  those 
of  the  Convention,  which,  in  1820  organized  the  General  Synod,  have 
been  bound  in  two  volumes,  and  are  herewith  presented,  as  the  property 
of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Secretary  has  also  completed  the  transcript  of  several  former 
Conventions  in  the  Protocol,  and  the  volumes,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  last  General  Synod,  have  been  deposited  in  the  Historical  Library 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  Seminary  building  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  STOEVER. 

R esolved,  That  the  Report  be  accepted  and  tbe  thanks  of 
the  Synod  be  presented  to  the  Secretary  for  the  services 
rendered. 

With  regard  to  the  third  item,  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  reported 
as  follows : 
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Report  on  Correction  of  Scripture  References  in  the  Cate- 
chism. 

The  undersigned,  who,  at  the  last  Convention  of  this  body,  was  design 
nated  and  “requested  to  correct  the  typographical  errors  in  the  Scriptu- 
ral references  of  the  General  Synod’s  Catechism,”  respectfully  reports — 

1.  That  he  has  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  him,  having  carefully  re- 
vised and  verified  all  the  references  to  Scriptural  proof-texts  contained 
in  the  General  Synod’s  edition  of  the  Catechism. 

2.  That  the  result  of  this  examination  has  been  the  discovei’y;  1.  of 
more  than  sixty  errors  in  the  printing  of  said  references  ; 2.  of  about  one 
dozen  of  omissions  of  the  principal  texts  (on  as  many  different  points,) 
which  are  ordinarily  referred  to  for  scriptural  proof  in  other  editions  of 
the  catechism;  3.  of  three  references  to  apocryphal  books  ; and  4.  a 
misprint  in  the  last  three  lines  (being  also  a scriptural  quotation)  in  that 
section  of  the  “ Table  of  duties"  headed  “Of  Hearers." 

3.  That  he  has  corrected  these  mistakes,  supplied  the  omissions, 
changed  the  references  to  apocryphal  writings  to  corresponding  texts  in 
canonical  books,  and  restored  the  proper  passage  in  the  table  of  duties. 

4.  That,  at  an  early  period  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General 
Synod,  he  delivered  a copy  of  the  corrections  to  Mr.  T.  N.  Kurtz,  who 
claimed  to  be  the  authorized  publisher  of  the  catechism,  but  who  has  not 
as  yet  (to  the  knowledge  of  the  subscriber)  produced  an  edition  contain- 
ing these  corrections. 

5.  That  there  is  herewith  presented  to  the  General  Synod  a copy  of  the 
catechism  with  the  corrections  referred  to,  all  carefully  marked,  with  the 
hope  that  "what  has  been  done  in  the  premises  may  prove  satisfactory  to 
those  who  desired  the  examination  to  be  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  SEISS. 

Resolved , That  the  Report  be  accepted  and  the  Synod  ex- 
press its  obligation  to  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss  for  the  labor  performed. 

Resolved,  That  the  control  and  management  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Catechism,  Liturgy  and  other  books  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  be  entrusted  to  the  Hymn  Book  Committee. 

The  consideration  of  the  other  items  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  minutes  of  the  last  Synod  was  postponed 
for  the  present,  and  Rev.  George  E.  Curtiss,  the  delegate 
from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
invited  to  address  the  Convention.  He  made  some  interesting 
statements  with  regard  to  the  Church  he  represented,  and  as- 
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sured  the  Synod'of  the  cordial  sympathy  of  his  brethren  with 
us  in  the  great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Rev.  W.  L.  Lennert,  the  delegate  from  the  Moravian 
Church,  subsequently  presented  the  Christian  salutations  and 
friendly  wishes  of  his  Synod,  together  with  a detailed  report 
of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  that  branch  of  the  Church. 

Rev.  Theodore  Dresel  from  the  Evangelical  Church  Union 
of  the  West,  also  addressed  the  Convention  on  behalf  of  his 
constituents,  in  words  of  kind  regard  and  fraternal  interest. 

To  all  of  whom,  the  President  appropriately  responded  in 
substantially  the  following  language  : 

“I  am  happy  in  assuring  you,  dear  brethren,  that  the 
words  of  cordial  greeting  and  the  sentiments  of  Christian  love 
which  you  utter  on  behalf  of  the  several  bodies  you  represent, 
are  promptly  received,  and  heartily  reciprocated  by  this  body. 
The  personal  intimacy  of  many  of  us  with  pastors  of  the 
churches  you  represent,  is  an  enjoyment  which  we  highly 
prize  in  the  several  fields  of  our  labor ; and  we  venture  to 
hope,  that  this  our  personal  intercourse,  and  our  ecclesiasti- 
cal correspondence,  will  convince  us  more  and  more,  that 
though  different  in  name,  yet  One  is  our  Master,  even  Christ , 
and  all  we  are  Brethren. 

“The  report  of  the  present  condition  and  prosperity  of  the 
Unitas  Fratrum  has  been  received  with  interest.  Many  of 
us  have  conceived  and  cherished  profound  sentiments  of 
Christian  Love  for  the  Moravian  Brethren,  even  from  our 
earlier  years.  In  our  childhood  we  learned  to  venerate  the 
names  and  memories  of  their  missionary  heroes,  their  mar- 
tyrs, their  apostles ; and  we  have  been  deeply  interested  in 
what  we  have  heard  this  hour.  The  zeal  of  these  brethren 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession  seems  yet  to  burn  with  much  of 
its  ancient  purity  and  fervor,  and  their  missionary  enterprise 
appears  to  aim  at  taking  in  the  whole  habitable  globe. 

“To  the  statement  of  the  representative  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church  Union  of  the  West,  the  Synod  has  listened  with 
delight.  That  is  the  spirit,  which  we,  too,  seek  to  cultivate 
amongst  ourselves,  and  to  diffuse  abroad,  whithersoever  our 
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influence  may  extend,  the  spirit  of  faith  and  love  in  Christ  Je- 
sus. We  rejoice  therefore,  in  our  correspondence  with  these 
brethren,  which  having  been  previously  opened,  has  been  con- 
firmed this  day.  We  are  happy  in  the  information  we  have 
received  of  their  success,  and  pray  that  it  may  ever  continue. 

“Let  me,  in  a word,  give  utterance  to  the  sentiment  of  Syn- 
od on  behalf  of  the  several  churches  you  represent.  May 
grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you  all  through  the  knowl- 
edge of  God  and  of  Jesus  our  Lord !” 

Resolved , That  the  President  of  this  Convention  reduce 
to  writing,  the  sentiments  just  expressed  in  reply  to  the  del- 
egates from  corresponding  bodies  ; and  that  they  be  regarded 
as  our  sentiments  and  incorporated  in  the  proceedings  of 
this  Synod. 

Rev.  J.  Helsell,  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  his  family, 
requested  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Monday  at  9 
o’clock.  Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff. 

SIXTH  SESSION. 

Monday,  A.  M.,  May  23  d,  1859. 

The  Synod  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  usual  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  F. 
Ruthrauff,  and  the  Convention  was  then  called  to  order  by 
the  President  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  session  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Resolved , That,  in  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod, 
Rev.  E.  Greenwald,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  be  appointed  Treasurer 
pro  tem. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  on  Leave 
of  Absence,  to  whom  all  applications  for  absence  from  the  ses- 
sions of  Synod  shall  be  presented. 

Committee. — Rev.  Messrs.  H.  N.  Pohlman,  D.  E).,  J.  B. 
Davis  and  A;  C.  Wedekind,  and  Messrs.  B.  Trcxler  and  P. 
A.  Keller. 
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An  invitation  having  been  received  to  visit  the  House  of 
Refuge,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  most  respectful- 
ly tendered  to  the  Trustees  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  and 
that  nothing  but  the  pressure  of  business  prevents  us  from 
accepting  their  kind  invitation  to  visit  their  Institution,  in  the 
efficiency  and  success  of  which  we  feel  the  deepest  interest. 

The  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Gettysburg,  was  read  by  Rev.  Dr.  Morris,  President  of 
the  Board,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  minutes. 

Report  on  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg. 

The  President  of  the  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Get- 
tysburg, in  compliance  with  the  Constitution  of  this  Synod,  reports  on 
the  state  of  that  Institution,  as  follows  : 

The  number  of  students  in  actual  attendance  during  the  session  just 
closed,  was  25 ; during  the  two  years  since  the  last  General  Synod,  40 
students  have  been  connected  with  the  Seminary. 

Three  Professors,  one  of  whom  lectures  exclusively  in  the  German 
language,  have  been  engaged  in  giving  instruction,  and  the  examination 
of  the  students  shows  that  the  Professors  have  been  diligent  and  success- 
ful in  imparting  instruction. 

The  Professors  report  the  conduct  of  the  students  as  exemplary,  and 
the  state  of  harmony  among  themselves  as  very  gratifying. 

The  health  of  the  students  has  been  uninterruptedly  good. 

Several  estimable  young  men,  who  had  been  pursuing  their  studies'  in 
the  Institution  at  Chrisona,  in  Switzerland,  have  been  sent  to  our  Semi- 
nary, and  are  esteemed  as  promising  students. 

The  Library  has  been  steadily  increasing  by  means  furnished  by  the 
annual  contributions  of  the  Synods  connected  with  the  Institution.  The 
number  of  volumes  may  be  estimated  at  about  10,500,  embracing  a 
large  portion  of  the  most  important  theological  literature  of  Germany 
and  America. 

The  Treasurer  reports  the  following  statement  of  the  Permanent  Fund 


of  the  Seminary : 

Judgments,  mortgages,  &c., $16,115  42 

Bank  stock, 6-, 119  00 

Maryland  stock, 2,965  99 

Ground  rents  per  F.  Smith,  late  Treasurer, ...  5,768  47 

“ “ “ D.  K.  W., 1,000  00 

Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  Mensch  legacy, 320  00 

- --  $32.S8b  s8 
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Deduct  casli  for  repairs. 

Paid  Dr.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  $90  00 

“ “ 60  00  $150  00 

Permanent  Fund, $32,738  88 

JOHN  G.  MORRIS, 
President  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  Dr.  Reynolds,  from  the  committee  on  Ecclesiastical 
Correspondence  presented  the  following  report : 

Report  on  Ecclesiastical  Correspondence. 

The  most  interesting  point  to  which  your  Committee  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  General  Synod  is  the  prompt  and  cordial  response  of  the 
Northern  Provincial  Synod  of  the  United  Brethren  (Moravian)  to  the 
overture  for  correspondence  made  to  them  at  our  last  meeting  in  Reading. 
The  action  then  taken  was  laid  before  you  on  last  Friday  by  their  repre- 
sentative, the  Rev.  W.  L.  Lennert,  who  was  so  cordially  welcomed  by  you 
and  who  has  given  you  some  most  interesting  statements  in  regard  to 
the  present  condition  of  that  venerable  body.  There  is  no  part  of  our 
correspondence  upon  which  we  look  with  deeper  interest  than  this,  for 
there  is  no  part  of  the  church  which  does  not  call  itself  Lutheran,  to  which 
we  feel  ourselves  more  closely  drawn.  Like  ourselves,  they  acknowledge 
the  Augsburg  Confession  as  their  common  bond  of  union  and  have,  ever 
since  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  sustained  a peculiar  and  in- 
timate relation  towards  our  church.  It  is  only  by  discipline  and  forms 
,of  church  government  that  we  are  separated,  and  we  trust  that  the  step 
which  has  now  been  taken  will  draw  us  still  more  closely  together  and 
tend  to  our  mutual  edification  and  progress  in  Christian  activity  as  well 
.as  in  brotherly  love. 

A delegate  from  the  Evangelical  Church  Union  of  the  West,  the  Rev. 
T.  Dresel,  also  makes  his  appearance  among  us  at  this  session,  the  first 
occasion  upon  which  that  body  has  been  thus  represented,  although  our 
correspondence  has  been  established  for  some  years  past.  You  were 
pleased  to  hear  Mr.  Dresel’s  statements  by  which  you  are  assured  of 
the  near  relationship  of  the  body  which  he  represents  to  the  Lutheran 
church  generally.  They  too,  recognise  the  Augsburg  Confession  as  a part 
of  their  confessional  basis,  although  they  have  modified  it  by  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  and  other  Reformed  Confessions  to 
.equal  authority — standing  as  they  do  upon  the  basis  of  the  United  Evan- 
gelical church  of  Prussia  and  other  parts  of  Germany.  It  is  not  our  bu- 
siness here  to  criticise  the  action  of  the  State  authorities  in  Germany,  by 
which  that  Union  was  established,  or  of  our  brethren  who  found  them- 
selves in  this  country  sympathising-  with  the  church  in  which  they  had 
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there  been  reared.  It  was  enough  for  this  body  to  lie  assured  that  these 
brethren  are  of  an  evangelical  character,  holding  the  great  doctrines  of 
Protestantism  and  zealously  laboring  for  the  diffusion  of  Christian  know, 
ledge  and  unfeigned  piety  among  their  countrymen,  especially  in  the 
great  ^valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Although  distinct  in  doctrinal  position 
and  church  organization,  our  relations  to  them  here  are  of  the  most  inter- 
esting character  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  of  the  progress  which 
they 'are  making  in  various  departments  of  Christian  labor. 

The  delegate  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church  (N. 
S.)  Rev.  G.  C.  Curtiss,  has  also  made  his  appearance  in  your  midst  and 
been  welcomed  by  you  and  will  bear  the  fraternal  greetings  of  this  body 
to  that  important  section  of  the  church  with  which  he  is  connected. 

A letter  has  been  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Heiner,  of  Baltimore,  advising 
Synod  of  his  appointment  as  a delegate  from  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church,  to  this  body  and  regretting  his  inability  in  consequence  of 
sickness,  to  attend  our  present  Convention.  The  Committee  recommend 
that  the  Synod  herewith  express  its  regret  at  Dr.  Heiners  absence,  and 
hope  that  the  friendly  intercourse  hitherto  existing  between  the  two  bo- 
dies may  continue  to  be  regularly  maintained. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  va- 
rious bodies  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence,  for  the  ensuing  two 
years,  as  follows : 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  Rev.  C.  P- 
Krauth,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  Primarius,  Rev.  IV.  A.  Passavant,  Alternate. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  Rev.  C.  A.  Hay,  Pri- 
marius, and  Rev.  C.  J.  Ehrehart,  Alternate. 

To  the  Northern  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren, Rev.  A.  C.  IVedekind,  Primarius , Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D. 
Alternate. 

To  the  Evangelical  Church  Union,  Rev.  W.  M.  Reynolds,  D.  D.,  Pri « 
marius , Rev.  A.  Schmieding,  Alternate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  M.  REYNOLDS, 

A.  J.  EARN, 

A.  C.  WEDEKIND, 

W.  M.  BAUM, 

WM.  H.  HARRISON, 

W.  J.  MANN. 
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Reports  of  Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies. 

Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman  submitted  the  following  report : 

Report  of  the  Delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Having  been  appointed  a delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  I regret  to  state  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  distance  from  my  residence  to  the  place  at  which 
their  last  session  was  held  (Chicago,  Illinois,)  I was  unable  to  attend ; 
especially  as  no  provision  is  made  by  the  General  Synod  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  their  delegates.  Unable  in  consequence  of  my  duties  here  to 
attend  their  present  Session,  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  I requested  my  alter- 
nate, Rev.  J.  L.  Schock,  to  take  my  place,  and  have  sent  a communica- 
tion, excusing  my  absence,  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  N.  POHLMAN. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Rev.  W.  II.  Harrison  presented  the  following  report : 

Report  of  the  Delegate  to  the  Evangelical  Church  Union  of 

the  West. 

Having  been  appointed  delegate  to  the  Evangelical  Church  Union  of 
the  West,  I had  expected  to  attend  at  Evansville,  but  their  meeting  oc- 
curring so  soon  after  the  meeting  of  our  last  General  Synod  I was  not 
able  to  be  with  them.  I wrote,  however,  to  that  body  expressing  the  very 
deep  interest  which  we  feel  in  their  Union.  The  communication  was 
very  fraternally  received  and  a delegate  appointed  to  meet  us  at  this  con- 
vention of  General  Synod,  who  is  now  present. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  of  Philadelphia  was,  by  a resolution  of 
Synod,  now  permitted  to  make  some  remarks  in  reference  to 
a Lutheran  Hymn  and  Tune  Booh , designed  for  families 
and  churches,  prepared  by  several  ministers  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  sanction  and  recommendation  of  the  General 
Synod  was  requested. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  for  examination,  to  a com- 
mittee of  six,  consisting  of  Rev.  Messrs.  W.  M.  Reynolds, 
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D.  D.,  S.  W.  Ilarkey,  D,  D.,  W.  F.  Eyster,  A.  C.  Wedekind 
and  3Iessrs.  M.  M,  Yeakle  and  L.  L.  Houpt. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday  morning 
at  half  past  8 o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Eyster. 

SEVENTH  SESSION. 

Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May,  24. 

After  the  devotional  exercises,  which  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  regular  business. 

Mr.  Lennig,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
Treasurer’s  account,  reported  as  follows: 

Report  on  the  Treasurer  s Account. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  account  of  Peter  S.  Michler, 
Esq.,  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  figures  being  right,  in  the 
absence  of  vouchers  for  his  credits  claimed,  presume  the  whole  to  be 
correct,  which  leaves  a balance  in  his  hands  of  $1,683  28,  for  which  sum 
he  has  forwarded  his  check  on  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank  of 
Easton  to  the  order  of  Rev.  E.  Greenwald. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  Synod  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Michler,  of  appointing  a committee  residing  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Easton  to  compare  vouchers  with  credits  claimed. 

The  committee  would  also  respectfully  advise  that  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee, as  recommended  above,  be  required  to  forward  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  General  Synod,  immediately  after  the  examination  of  the  Treas- 
urer’s account,  a duplicate  draft  of  said  account,  certified  by  themselves, 
to  be  embodied  in  the  present  forthcoming  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  WEISEE, 

* JOSEPH  LENNIG, 

F.  GEBIIART, 

LEWIS  BREMER, 
FRANCIS  SPRINGER. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  suggestion  adopted,  and  Rev. 
E.  Greenwald,  Rev.  B.  Sadtler,  and  P.  II.  Mattes,  Esq.,  were 
appointed  a committee  to  audit  the  account  of  the  Treas- 
urer. 

The  subjoined  report  has  since  been  forwarded  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  publication  in  the  minutes  : 
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The  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  the  ITen.  Peter  S. 
Mich  lev,  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
United  States,  met  in  Easton  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  1859,  and  proceed- 
ed to  perform  the  duty  assigned  them.  At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Michler, 
they  did  not  confine  their  examination  to  the  accounts  for  the  two  years 
that  have  elapsed  since  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Reading, 
in  1857,  but  extended  their  investigation  to  all  the  accounts  since  his 
first  election  as  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  in  1853.  They  found 
his  accounts  from  the  commencement,  correct ; and  satisfactory  vouch- 
ers for  all  moneys  paid  out  of  his  hands. 

E.  GREEN  WALD, 

B.  SADTLER, 

P.  H.  MATTES. 

Easton,  Pa.,  May  30,  1859. 

Resolved , That  hereafter  the  Treasurer  alone  be  author- 
ized to  disburse  the  funds  of  the  General  Synod. 

Mr.  P.  Smyser,  from  the  committee  to  examine  the  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Pastors’  Fund,  reported  as 
follows : 

The  committee,  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Pastors’  Fund  Society,  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same  and  find 
it  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  SMYSER, 

J.  STOUGII. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Ptev.  Dr.  Strobel,  from  the  Committee  on  Mileage,  submit- 
ted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Report  on  Mileage. 

The  committee  on  mileage  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  adopted 
the  principal,  hitherto  obtaining  in  this  body,  of  allowing  the  actual  ex- 
penses of  every  delegate,  where  they  did  not  exceed  the  rate  of  six  cents 
per  mile  of  the  distance  travelled  in  coming,  and  with  a very  few  excep- 
tions, we  have  found  this  allowance  amply  sufficient.  To  meet  these 
claims  the  sum  of  $2,500  will  be  required.  A list  of  delegates,  with 
their  allowances  is  appended. 

To  pay  this  $2,500,  there  is  in  the  Treasury  about  $1,000,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  about  35  per  cent,  or  about  $900  00. 

W.  D.  STROBEL, 

L.  L.  HOL'PT, 

A.  S.  KlSSELL, 

IT.  II.  MUHLENBERG, 

P.  WILLIAMS. 
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Resolved , That  the  Mileage  committee  be  directed  to  bor- 
row the  deficiency  required  to  pay  the  expenses  of  delegates 
to  Synod. 

The  Synod  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  unfinished 
business,  viz  : the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  minutes  of 
the  last  Convention.  The  fourth  item  was  taken  up,  and 
Rev.  W.  II.  Harrison,  Chairman  of  the  committee,  on  the 
African  Mission,  presented  a report.  After  a protracted 
discussion,  the  whole  subject  was  disposed  of  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  African  Mission  be 
continued,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  proceed  with  the  work 
begun  ; but  that  no  decided  action,  as  to  the  location  and  the 
commencement  of  the  Mission  be  taken,  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee  of  our  Foreign  Missionary 
Society. 

The  committee,  as  constituted  at  present,  consists  of  Itcv. 
Messrs.  W.  II.  Harrison,  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D.,  S.  W.  Ilarkey, 
1).  1).,  J.  G.  Morris,  D.  D.,  and  J.  D.  Martin,  Esq. 

EIGHTH  SESSION. 

, Tuesday,  2 o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Synod  re-asaembled,  according  to  adjournment. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev  T.  T.  Jaeger. 

The  death  of  Col.  J.  Tressler,  a member  elect  of  this 
Convention,  was  announced,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  P.  P.  Lane 
and  G.  Bassler,  were  appointed  a committee  to  report  a min- 
ute on  the  subject. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Reynolds  presented  a report  in  reference  to 
the  University  at  Springfield,  on  behalf  of  the  delegations  of 
the  Synods  of  Illinois  and  Northern  Illinois,  under  whose 
care  the  Institution  has  been,  since  its  establishment. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a special  committee,  consisting 
of  Rev.  Messrs.  G.  Diehl,  D.  D.,  T.  N.  Ilassclquist,  S. 
Scherer  and  Messrs.  J.  Lenni'g  and  A.  F.  Ockerhausen. 

A memorial  was  presented,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  from  the 
Lutheran  Publication  Society,  requesting  the  action  of  the 
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General  Synod  on  several  points  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Society. 

In  reference  to  which  the  following  resolutions  were  adop- 
ted : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  cannot  consent  to  any 
change  in  the  relations,  at  presentyixisting  between  this  body 
and  the  Board  of  Publication;  if  there  be  dissent  or  disagree- 
ment between  the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  General  Synod,  the  latter  shall  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  and  their  expenses  be  paid  from  the  funds 
of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hymn  Book  Committee  issue  proposals 
and  have  power  to  contract  for  the  publication  of  the  several 
editions  of  the  Church  Hymn  Book  upon  terms  most  advan- 
tageous to  Synod : also  that  they  be  instructed  to  correct  any 
typographical  or  verbal  inaccuracies  at  present  existing  in 
the  Book. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  a good  Sunday  School  IlymnBook 
for  the  Lutheran  Church  as  necessary,  and  hereby  authorize 
the  Board  of  Publication  to  prepare  and  issue  such  a work  at 
an  early  period  ; also  that  the  Hymn  Book  Committee  be  di- 
rected to  enter  into  contract  with  the  Board  of  Publication 
for  its  publication  under  the  auspices  of  the  General  Synod, 
and'  that  a reasonable  premium  for  every  copy  sold  be  allow- 
ed the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication  be  re- 
commended to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  publish- 
ing a Lutheran  Sunday  School  paper,  to  be  issued  monthly. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at 
half  past  8 o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Z.  Senderling. 

NINTH  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  25th. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  exer- 
cises, conducted  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Altman. 


37 


With  the  consent  of  Synod,  the  calling  of  the  roll  was 
omitted. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  from  the  Committee  on  Leave  of  Ab- 
sence, presented  applications  from  the  following  members  of 
Synod:  Rev.  Messrs.  E.  A.  Bolles,  J.  P.  Smeltzer,  J.  Ficht- 
ner,  J.  F.  Campbell,  W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D.,  W.  A.  Wynn  and 
T.  T.  Jaeger,  Dr.  Id.  H.  Muhlenberg,  Dr.  J.  J.  Culler,  Dr. 
J.  Breitenbach,  Gen.  Means,  Col.  Shimpoch,  Col.  Baylor,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Hill,  M.  D.  Baker,  J.  Walthour,  J.  Schaeffer,  J. 
Pepple,  J.  Williams,  A.  F.  Ockerkausen,  D.  Easterday,  B. 
Trexler,  J.  Garver  and  M,  Eakel. 

Permission  was,  on  motion,  granted  them. 

The  Synod  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  unfinished 
business.  The  subject  in  order  was  the  fifth  item  of  the  Re- 
port on  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Convention.  In  reference  to 
which  Rev.  Dr.  Baugher,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman, 
presented  the  following  report: 

Report  on  the  German  Evangelical  Church  Diet. 

We  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that  the  documents  put  into  our 
hands,  are  first,  a letter  signed  by  Bethmann  Hollweg,  Secretary  of  ec- 
clesiastical affairs  in  Prussia,  on  behalf  of  the  Church  Diet,  and  ad- 
dressed to  this  body  ; in  it  he  communicates  the  fact,  that  they  had  re- 
ceived the  letter  of  the  General  Synod  of  1857,  and  were  gratified  with 
the  kind  feeling  manifested  in  it,  which  they  reciprocate,  and  hope  to  see 
a delegate  from  this  body  to  the  Church  Diet.  At  the  same  time  the  writer 
gives  the  assurance,  that  the  church  governments  of  Germany  are  doing 
what  they  can  to  put  the  emigrant  into  possession  of  the  means  of  spiritual 
improvement  before  he  leaves  the  Fatherland  ; also  they  regard  our  prop- 
osition as  right  and  proper,  and  that  the  emigrants  receive  certificates  of 
church  connexion  in  Germany.  They  express  regret,  that  we  are  not 
yet  provided  with  the  necessary  number  of  ministers  for  our  large  field 
of  operation  and  that  they  can  not  supply  us  as  we  need  and  they  would 
wish.  He  concludes  with  kind  wishes  and  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
our  labors. 

The  second  paper  contains  the  minutes  of  the  9th  session  of  the  Ev- 
angelical Church  Diet,  which  met  at  Stuttgart,  1857. 
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The  third  paper  is  a review  of  the  operations  and  sphere  of -Home 
Missions  in  connexion  with  the  Church  Diet,  1855-5G.  In  this  we  find 
one  point,  which  claims  the  particular  attention  of  this  body,  viz  : the 
proposition  to  grant  one  hundred  dollars  as  a support  in  part,  to  a young 
man,  who  may  be  selected  to  finish  his  course  of  Theological  study 
in  Germany,  and  that,  if  the  proposition  meet  with  favor,  to  invest  a suf- 
ficient sum  of  money,  permanently  for  this  purpose,  the  interest  of  which 
will  amount  to  100  Prussian  dollars,  provided  the  remainder  of  the  ex- 
penses involved,  be  defrayed  in  this  country.  As  this  point  is  alluded 
to  in  your  minutes  of  1857,  and  as  this  body  has  acted  upon  it,  we  have 
no  remarks  to  offer. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  addressed  to  this  body  by  the  President  of 
the  German  Evangelical  Church  Diet,  we  propose  the  following  : 

Resolved , That  we  endeavor  to  preserve  the  friendly  intercourse  au- 
spiciously commenced  between  the  Church  Diet  and  this  Synod  by  cor- 
respondence and  the  interchange  of  delegates. 

W.  J.  MANN, 

H.  L.  BAUGHER, 
S.  W.  HARKEY. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  1).  D.,  Rev.  F.  W.  Geiscnhaincr, 
and  II.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
next  Church  Diet. 

Rev.  Drs.  Stohlman  and  Krauth,  from  the  delegation  ap- 
pointed to  represent  the  General  Synod  in  the  last  Church 
Diet,  reported  as  follows  : 

Reports  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Church  Diet. 

The  undersigned,  who  was  appointed  a delegate  to  the  Church  Diet, 
regrets  to  state  that  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  his  family,  he  was  un- 
able to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment. 

C.  F.  E.  STOHLMAN. 

Honored,  by  the  last  General  Synod,  with  an  appointment  to  be  one  of 
its  representatives  at  the  Church  Diet,  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  I regret 
very  much  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  attend. 

After  a long  and  earnest  consideration  of  the  matter,  and  various 
fluctuations,  I was  compelled  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  being  present.  I 
would  not  have  accepted  the  appointment,  if  I had  not  had  a very  serious 
intention  of  complying  with  the  wishes  of  Synod. 

C.  P.  KRAUTH, 


The  officers  of  the  last  Convention  of  Synod  stated  that 
they  had,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions,  of  Synod,  ad- 
dressed a letter  to  the  German  Church  Diet  which  met  in  the 
city  of  Stuttgart,  Wurtemberg,  during  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1857.  To  this  letter,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  there  was  a prompt  and  friendly  response. 

The  Convention  now  proceeded  to  elect,  by  ballot,  the 
representatives  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  Board  of  Publi- 
cation. Rev.  W.  F.  Eyster,  D.  A.  Buehler  and  P.  A.  Keller, 
Esqs.,  were  appointed  tellers,  who  subsequently  reported  that 
Rev.  Messrs.  C.  A.  Ilay  and  G.  F.  Ivrotel  were  the  choice  of 
the  Synod. 

Rev.  Dr.  Baugher,  from  the  Committee  on  our  Literary 
and  Theological  Institutions,  submitted  the  following  report: 

Bcport  on  our  Literary  and  Theological  lnsitutions. 

The  Committee  on  the  Literary  and  Theological  Institutions  in  our 
Church,  present  the  following-  report: 

So  far  as  we  have  been  put  in  possession  of  information  on  these  sub- 
jects, the  schools,  both  Literary  and  Theological  mentioned  in  the  minutes 
of  the  last  General  Synod,  have  been  making  progress  both  in  the  num- 
ber of  students,  the  improvement  of  the  funds  and  the  general  spiritual 
health  of  the  students.  These  institutions  are  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  General  Synod  at  Gettysburg,  of  which  Dr.  S.  S.  Sclimueker  is  Chair- 
man ; Seminary  at  Hartwiek,  of  which  Rev.  L.  Sternberg  is  Princi- 
pal; Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  of  which  Dr.  H.  L.  Baugher  is 
President;  Wittenberg  College  and  Seminary,  of  which  Dr.  S.  Sprecher 
is  President;  Illinois  University  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  of  which  Dr.  W.  M. 
Reynolds  is  President;  Newberry  College,  S.  C.,  of  which  Dr.  T.  Stork  is 
President,  and  Newberry  Theological  Seminary  of  which  Rev.  J.  A. 
Brown  is  Principal;  Roanoke  College,  Ya.,  of  which  Dr.  D.F.Bittle  is  Pres- 
ident; North  Carolina  College  of  which  Rev.  D.  H.  Bittle  is  President; 
Central  College  of  Iowa,  of  which  Rev.  R.  Weiser  is  President;  Female 
Seminary  of  Hagerstown,  of  which  Rev.  C.  C.  Baughman  is  Principal; 
Lutherville  Female  Seminary,  of  which  Rev.  A.  Essiek  is  Principal; 
Wytheville  Female  Seminary,  of  which  Rev.  W.  D.  Rcedel  is  Principal; 
Esther  Institute,  Columbus,  Ohio,  of  which  Lewis  Heyl,  Esq.,  is  Princi- 
pal; Grove  Female  Seminary,  of  which  Rev.  B.  Pope  is  Principal;  Men- 
dota  Female  Seminary,  of  which  Rev.  D.  Harbaugh  is  Principal;  Or- 
phan Rouse  at  Pittsburg,  of  which  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant  is  the  Principal; 
Euimaus  Orphan  House,  of  which  Rev.  J.  Ehrehart  is  Principal;  Con- 
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xioquenessing  Academy,  Zelienople,  Pa.,  of  which  J.  R.  Titzel  is  Principal; 
Aaronsburg  Academy  under  the  care  of  the  Central  Synod  of  Pa.,  of  which 
Rev.  E.  J.  Koons  is  Principal;  Cooper  Female  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Rev.Y.L.  Conrad,  Principal.  Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod 
at  Reading,  there  were  formed  a Synodical  Academy  at  Somerset,  under 
the  care  of  the  Alleghany  Synod,  of  which  G.  F.  Schaffer  is  Princi- 
pal, and  the  Missionary  Institute  at  Selin  sgrove,  of  which  Dr.  B.  Kurtz 
is  Superintendent.  This  latter  Institution  is  composed  of  a classical  and 
theological  department,  “and  is  designed  to  prepare  men  for  the  minis- 
try, irrespective  of  their  ages  or  domestic  ties,  without  necessitating 
them  to  pass  through  an  entire  collegiate  course,  as  preparative  to  the 
study  of  theology,”  and  to  finish  their  theological  course  in  three,  six 
twelve  or  more  months  as  the  case  may  be. 

Your  committee  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  the  gratification 
which  they  feel  in  the  educational  progress  of  the  church.  They  ex- 
press the  conviction  deliberately  formed,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  church 
depends  largely  upon  the  thorough  education  of  the  youth  of  both  sexes. 
They  believe  that  our  ministry  can  not  be  too  thoroughly  trained  intel- 
lectually, nor  too  profoundly  indoctrinated  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Word  of 
God  as  set  forth  in  our  doctrinal  standards.  They  deprecate  the  thought 
that  our  ministry  should  not  make  progress  intellectually  with  the  edu- 
cational progress  of  the  age,  and  believe  that  the  greatest  calamity 
which  can  befall  us  as  a church,  is  an  unconverted  and  an  uneducated 
ministry.  They,  therefore  respectfully  suggest,  as  the  expression  of  the 
views  of  this  Synod  on  the  subject,  that  all  our  Literary  and  Theologi- 
cal schools  be  urged  to  use  all  well-considered  means  to  elevate  the  stand- 
ard of  intellectual  and  moral  attainments  among  their  students, 

H.  L.  BAUGHER, 

N.  ALDRICH, 

G.  BASSLER, 

S.  SPRECHER, 

L.  C.  GROSECLOSE, 

W.  D.  RCEDEL, 

L.  P.  ESBJORN, 

J.  M’CRON, 

E.  DEYOE, 

A.  G.  HARRIS, 

C.  C.  BAUGHMAN. 

The  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in 
the  proceedings  of  Synod. 

Rev.  Dr.  Strobel.  from  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referr- 
ed the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  India,  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  accepted: 

$ 
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Report  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  India. 

•The  larger  portion  of  this  very  interesting  document  refers  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  relations  of  the  Synod,  with  the  Executive  Committee  of 
our  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  From  it,  we  will  abstract  such  facts, 
as  will  be  of  general  interest  to  the  church.  The  Synod  met  at  Rajali- 
mundry,  on  the  23d  December,  and  remained  in  session  for  five  days, 
four  members  being  present  and  one  absent.  Rev.  F.  A.  Heise  was  elect- 
ed President  and  Rev.  E.  Unangst,  Secretary.  A resolution  was  adopted 
to  open  a new  mission  in  a very  populous  district,  affording  many  faci- 
lities for  the  work.  One  was  also  adopted,  contemplating  the  publication 
of  a Hymn  Book  and  Catechism  in  the  native  tongue. 

We  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  series  of  resolu- 
tions, believing  that  they  will  meet  with  a hearty  response  from  all  the 
brethren. 

Resolved , That  the  news  of  the  great  awakening  in  our  native  land 
has  caused  among  us  unfeigned  joy  and  gratitude  to  God,  and  that  we 
pray  Him  for  its  extension  to  every  part  of  the  country. 

Resolved , That  we  request  the  fervent  supplications  of  the  churches 
in  America  on  behalf  of  our  Mission,  that  we  may  have  a large  portion 
of  wisdom  and  grace  to  strengthen  us  in  our  work,  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  be  poured  out  upon  our  native  churches  and  upon  the  heathen 
world  at  large. 

Resolved , That  the  Telegu  Mission,  which  has  been  entrusted  to  our 
charge,  calls  for  increased  earnestuess  and  enlarged  operations,  and  that 
we  entreat  our  churches  in  America  to  send  out  immediately  additional 
laborers  to  supply  important  fields  now  ready  to  be  occupied. 

Resolved , That  we,  as  a Missionary  Synod,  most  gratefully  acknowl- 
edge the  goodness  of  Godin  preserving  us  from  the  desolations  and 
heart-rending  calamities  which  were  caused  by  the  recent  mutiny  in 
Northern  India,  that  we  sympathise  deeply  with  those  who  were  bereft 
of  dear  ones,  who  fell  in  their  Savior’s  cause,  and  that  we  beseech  the 
Great  Shepherd  of  souls  to  gather  in  his  scattered  flock  aud  to  strength- 
en and  qualify  them  for  a more  successful  and  glorious  work  than  that 
which  has  been  hitherto  accomplished. 

An  interesting  statistical  report  is  given,  the  substance  of  which  will 
appear  in  the  report  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

The  Synod,  has,  since  its  meeting,  been  called  to  mourn  the  death  of 
Rev.  W.  J.  Snyder,  but  a more  appropriate  occasion  will  be  presented  to 
dwell  upon  that  sad  event.  We  can  only  now  remark,  that  it  seems  to 
offer  a new  motive  to  humble  ourselves  before  the  mighty  power  of  God, 
to  cast  ourselves  in  humble  dependence  upon  his  assistance,  and  relying 
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thereon,  to  put  forth  new  efforts,  to  push  forward  the  standard  of  the 
Cross,  until  it  shall  be  planted  on  every  heathen  shore. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  D.  STROBEL, 

A.  F.  OCKERHAUSEN, 
JOHN  HECK, 

ISAAC  SULGER, 

D.  STECK. 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Synod  ad- 
journed to  meet  in  the  afternoon,  at  2 o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Rugan. 

TENTH  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  P.  M.,  2 o'clock. 

The  Synod  met,  and  the  session  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Kurtz. 

Rev.  Dr.  Reynolds  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Tune  and  Ilymn  Book.  But  after  an  extended  dis- 
cussion and  a free  expression  of  opinion,  the  whole  subject 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Rev.  G.  Bassler,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a minute  on  the  death  of  Col.  Tressler,  reported  as  follows  : 

Resolutions  on  the  death  of  Col.  J.  Tressler. 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a minute  on  the  death  of  Col. 
John  Tressler,  late  of  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Pa.,  one  of  the  delegates 
to  this  body  from  the  Synod  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following : 

Whereas  in  the  all-wise  providence  of  God,  Brother  Tressler,  one  of 
the  delegates  to  this  body,  whom  we  expected  to  meet  here,  has  been 
called  to  his  reward,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  this  brother,  we  feel  and  acknowledge 
that  the  Church  has  lost  a consistent  and  active  member,  and  our  insti- 
tutions a constant  and  zealous  supporter  ; and  yet,  as  we  have  the  com- 
forting assurance  that  our  loss  here  is  his  gain,  we  bow  humbly  to  this 
dispensation  of  God’s  providence. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  heartfelt  sympathy  with  the 
bereaved  and  sorrowing  family,  and  humbly  pray  God  to  comfort  and 
sustain  them  in  their  affliction. 
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Resolved,  That  a copy  of  this  minute  be  transmitted  to  the  family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  BASSLER, 

P.  P.  LANE. 

Rev.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman, 
submitted  a report  in  refei  ence  to  the  University,  at  Spring- 
field,  111.,  -which  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

Report  on  Illinois  State  University. 

Your  committee  on  the  communication  from  the  delegates  of  the  Syn- 
ods of  Illinois  with  reference  to  the  Institution  at  Springfield,  111.,  re- 
spectfully report,  that  they  have  examined  the  document  put  into  their 
hands,  and  propose  that  this  Synod  adopt  the  following  resolutions  as  its 
action  on  the  subject : 

1.  That  the  General  Synod  herewith  renews  the  recommendation 
which  it  has,  on  former  occasions  given  to  the  Illinois  State  University, 
and  express  its  gratification  at  the  progress  which  it  has  made,  and  the 
service  which  it  has  rendered  to  the  Church  as  well  as  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  education  in  that  important  section  of  country  in  which  it  is 
located. 

2.  That  in  view  of  the  present  condition  of  business  and  monetary 
affairs  in  the  West,  and  the  small  number  of  churches  yet  organized  for 
that  immense  region  extending  from  the  Wabash  to  Lake  Superior  and 
embracing  so  large  a part  of  the  Northwest  upon  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri rivers,  it  be  recommended  to  the  Synod  and  churches  of  that  region 
to  concentrate  their  efforts  as  much  as  possible  upon  the  Illinois  Univer- 
sity, until  it  is  firmly  established. 

3.  That  we  also  hereby  most  affectionately  and  earnestly  recommend 
this  Institution  to  the  increased  liberality  of  our  churches  in  the  older 
States,  and  especially  for  theendowment  of  at  least  two  additional  Pro- 
fessorships which,  together  with  the  scholarships  that  it  now  has,  and  the 
income  fromtits  steadily  increasing  number  of  students,  would  make  it 
one  of  the  most  respectable  and  efficient  Literary  and  Theological  Insti- 
tutions in  that  important  part  of  our  church  and  country. 

4.  That  this  Synod  express  its  satisfaction  with  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Synods  of  Illinois  to  supply  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  Scandinavian 
brethren,  and  would  encourage  a similar  effort  for  the  establishment  of  a 
German  Professorship. 

5.  That  we  also  earnestly  recommend  to  (he  liberality  of  the  church 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Prudential  Committee  of  Illinois  University  for 
obtaining  contributions  to  a contingent  fund  whereby  the  present  neces- 
sities of  the  Institution  may  be  relieved  as  promptly  as  possible. 
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Resolved , That  the  General  Synod,  having  obtained  all  necessary  in- 
formation respecting  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Scandanavian  Pro- 
fessorship in  Illinois  State  University,  most  cordially  and  earnestly  re- 
commend the  Agent  for  the  endowment  of  said  Professorship,  Prof.  L.  P. 
Esbjorn  to  the  liberality  and  co-operation  of  all  our  Pastors  and  Churches 
when  he  applies  to  them  for  contributions  towards  said  endowment  fund. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  DIEHL, 

T.  N.  HASSELQUSIT, 
SIMEON  SCHERER, 

J.  LENNIG, 

A.  F.  OCKERIIAUSEN. 

Rev.  Dr.  Strobel  presented  an  additional  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Mileage,  which  was  received. 

Report  on  Mileage. 

The  committee  on  Mileage  report,  that  they  have  completed  their 
work.  With  a loan  .effected  for  $.800,  they  had  on  hand  $2,483  18,  of 
which  they  have  expended  $2,448  25,  leaving  a balance  of  $35  53  to 
meet  several  claims  not  presented.  If  not  called  for,  said  balance  will 
be  paid  over  by  L.  L.  Iloupt  to  the  Treasurer. 

W.  D.  STROBEL, 

Chairman. 

The  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  again  this  evening,  at  8 
o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  P.  Miller. 

ELEVENTH  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  8 o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  Synod  re-assembled.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Schmucker. 
Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  from  the  Committee  charged  with  the 
duty  of  examining  into  the  facts  connected  with  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Liturgy,  Catechism,  etc.,  reported  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Gceneral  Synod’ s 

Publications. 

The  committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  into  and  repor- 
ting the  facts  connected  with  the  publication  of  the  Liturgy,  Catechism, 
&c.,  by  Mr.  T.  Newton  Kurtz,  submit  the  following  statement,  gathered 
from  official  documents  and  a personal  interview  with  the  publisher : 
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1.  The  Liturgy. — At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  held  in  Day- 
ton,  iu  1855,  (see  pages  of  minutes  16-17)  the  committe  on  Liturgy  was 
continued,  and  a Resolution  adopted  authorizing  the  publication  of  an 
edition  of  the  Liturgy  for  present  use,  provided  it  could  be  done  without 
expense  to  the  Synod.  Mr.  Kurtz,  under  verbal  arrangement  with  the 
committee,  undertook  its  publication  at  his  own  expense  and  risk.  Of 
this  edition  there  remains  unsold  about  500  copies.  Although  profes- 
sing to  be  copy-righted  in  the  name  of  the  publisher,  Mr.  Kurtz  seems 
to  be  under  the  impression  that  no  copy-right  was  ever  taken  out.  Mr. 
Kurtz  states  that,  in  appending  the  certificate  of  copy-right,  it  was  not 
his  purpose  to  deprive  the  General  Synod  of  the  property  in  the  work, 
but  because  he  is  in  the  habit  of  taking  out  the  copy  right  in  cases  of  pub- 
lications made  at  his  own  risk  and  expense.  Whether  copy-righted  or 
not,  Mr.  Kurtz  avows  his  willingness  to  transfer  the  property  in  it  to  the 
General  Synod,  with  the  condition,  however,  that  no  additional  copies 
be  printed  until  the  present  edition  is  exhausted. 

The  committee  cannot  find  that  the  committee  on  Liturgy  appointed 
at  the  Dayton  session  have  either  made  report  or  been  discharged. 

2.  Catechism. — At  the  Reading  session  of  the  General  Synod,  in  1857, 
(page  19  of  minutes,)  a resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the  correc- 
tion of  errors  in  the  references.  Immediately  after,  an  edition  of  10,- 
000  copies  of  the  Catechism  was  printed  by  Mr.  Kurtz,  This  publica- 
tion was  made  without  contract  with  any  committee  representing  the 
General  Synod,  but  upon  the  individual  responsibility  of  the  publisher, 
under  the  authority  which  he  claims  to  have  been  impliedly  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  at  Reading.  It  seems 
that  his  revised  edition,  although  printed  soon  after  the  adjournment  of 
Synod  in  1857,  has  not  yet  been  published,  in  consequence  of  the  large 
number  of  copies  of  the  old  edition  on  hand  at  the  time,  and  which  are 
not  yet  exhausted.  June  5,  1857,  the  publisher  reported  17,550  fcopies 
of  the  Chatechism  on  hand — and  in  his  report  of  May  1,  1859,  the 
number  is  put  at  11,775.  This  statement  would  indicate  the  number  of 
copies  of  the  old  edition  still  on  hand  to  be  1,775 — with  the  entire  revised 
edition  10,00,0.  The  stereotype  plates  of  the  Catechism  have  all  been 
handed  over  to  the  Hymn  Book  committee.  The  publisher  pays  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Synod  a premium  of  1J  cents  on  each  copy  sold,  having 
voluntarily  agreed  to  pay  } cent  per  copy  more  than  he  had  previously 
done. 

3.  Hymn  Booh. — The  stereotype  plates  of  the  various  editions  of  the 
Hymn  Book  have  been  delivered  to  the  Hymn  Book  Committee,  with  the 
exception  of  those  of  the  duodecimo  (or  large)  size.  These  Mr.  Kurtz 
claims  to  retain  under  a special  contract  with  the  Hymn  Book  Commit- 
tee, dated  Oct.  28, 1851 — by  which  Mr.  Kurtz  agreed  to  incur  the  expense 
and  risk  of  stereotyping  and  publishing  the  duodecimo  size,  the  sale 
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thereof  to  be  secured  to  him,  exempt  from  premiums  or  bonus,  until  he 
considers  himself  re-imbursed  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  same 
— the  plates  then  to  be  transferred  to  the  General  Synod,  provided  the 
continued  sale  of  the  books  is  secured  to  him  for  10  years — he,  in  the 
latter  contingency,  to  pay  such  premium,  not  exceeding  10  cents  per 
copy,  as  the  General  Synod  may  impose.  There  are  about  1,200  copies 
of  this  edition  now  on  hand,  and  upon  their  being  sold,  the  publisher 
thinks  he  will  have  been  re-imbursed,  and  will  be  prepared  to  deliver  up 
the  plates  as  per  contract. 

The  number  of  Hymn  Books  on  hand,  reported  by  Mr.  Kurtz,  May  1, 
1859,  is  as  follows:  48mo.  4,266;  24mo.  464  ; duodecimo  about  1,200 ; 
German  1,218.  The  24mo.  copies  are  principally  costly  bindings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  N.  POHLMAN, 

D.  A.  BUEHLER, 

SAMUEL  MYERS, 

M.  JACOBS, 

F.  W.  GEISSENHAINER. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  following  resolutions  adopt- 
ed : 

Resolvvd,  That  Mr.  T.  N.  Kurtz  be  requested  to  transfer 
the  copy  right  of  the  Liturgy  to  the  Hymn  Book  Committee, 
who  shall  allow  him  a reasonable  time  for  disposing  of  the 
copies  of  said  Book  which  he  has  still  on  hand. 

Resolved , That  the  Committee  on  the  Liturgy,  appointed 
at  Dayton,  be  discharged  from  further  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ilymn  Book  Committee  be  directed  to 
make  an  equitable  arrangement  with  Mr.  Kurtz  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  large  edition  of  the  new  issue  of  the  Catechism 
which  he  has  on  band,  in  regard  to  which  the  Synod  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  Mr.  Kurtz  will  act  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  by  which  our  business  has  hitherto  been  con- 
ducted. 

Resolved , That  the  Hymn  Book  Committee  be  instructed 
to  effect,  if  possible,  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Kurtz,  by 
which  the  12mo.  edition  of  the  Hymn  Book  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  General  Synod. 

The  following  resolutions,  on  the  subject  of  Church  Exten- 
sion, were  also  offered  and  adopted. 
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Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  regards  with  pleasure 
the  future  prospects  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  presented 
during  this  Convention,  and  the  bearing  it  has  upon  the  wants 
of  the  Great  West:  that  we  also  urge  upon  the  delegates 
present,  as  well  as  our  Pastors  and  churches  generally  the  in- 
terests and  necessities  of  this  church  institution,  and  recom- 
mend them  individually  to  do  all  in  their  power  among  their 
congregations  and  church  members  towards  increasing  the 
funds  of  this  Society,  thereby  facilitating  its  benevolent  op- 
erations and  the  extension  of  our  Lutheran  Zion. 

Resolved , That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Church 
Extension  Society  be  requested  to  make  an  additional  loan 
of  four  hundred  dollars  to  the  English  Lutheran  Church  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  and  that  our  congregations  be  requested  to 
raise  collections  with  the  view  to  refund  the  amount  to  the 
Church  Extension  Society ; also  that  Rev,  J.  H.  W.  Stuck- 
enberg,  the  Pastor  of  said  church,  or  any  agent,  be  advised 
to  present  the  claims  of  the  church  to  such  congregations  as 
he  may  conveniently  visit. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D.,  Rev.  P.  A.  Strobel 
and  A.  S.  Ivissell  be  appointed  a committee  to  receive  funds 
and  subscriptions,  during  the  present  Convention  of  Synod, 
for  the  relief  of  the  church  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at 
8 o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  A.  Berg. 

TWELFTH  SESSION. 

Thursday,  8 o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Synod  re-assembled.  The  President  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Goodlin. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Resolved,  That,  during  the  discussions  of  subjects  yet  to 
be  brought  before  Synod,  no  member  be  permitted  to  speak 
more  than  five  minutes  at  a time,  or  more  than  twice  on  any 
subject  without  the  permission  of  the  Convention. 
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The  Synod  proceeded  to  elect  by  ballot  the  Hymn  Book 
Committee,  llev.  F.  Springer,  Rev.  J.  B.  Baltzly  and  Mr. 
J.  Kuhns  were  appointed  tellers,  who  subsequently  reported 
as  the  result,  the  election  of  the  following  gentlemen  : Isaac 
Sulger,  of  Philadelphia,  J.  J.  Cochran,  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
W.  A.  Wisong,  of  Baltimore,  Dr.  D.  Luther  of  Philadelphia 
and  Dr.  H.  II.  Muhlenberg  of  Reading,  Pa. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  German  population 
in  North  America,  and  to  report  at  the  next  Convention 
some  plan  of  operation  among  them. 

Committee. — IV.  M.  Reynolds,  D.  D.,  C.  F.  E.  Stoldman, 
D.  D.,  J.  Bachman,  D.  D.,  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  II. 
B orchard. 

Inasmuch  as  one  object  of  the  formation  of  the  General 
Synod  is  to  promote  union,  harmony  and  love  among  the  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  Lutheran  church  : Therefore, 

Resolved , That  in  the  reception  of  Synods,  formed  out  of 
existing  Synods,  the  General  Synod  require  that  the  separa- 
tion be  amicably  effected,  and  that  the  evidence  of  this  ami- 
cable separation  be  found  in  the  printed  minutes  of  the  Pa- 
rent Synod. 

Resolved , That  when  a Synod  makes  application  for  ad- 
mission into  this  Synod,  the  constitution  and  minutes  of  said 
Synod  be  submitted  to  a committee,  who  shall  report  on  the 
conformity  of  the  same  with  the  Constitution  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved , That  the  General  Synod  again  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  District  Synods  in  connexion  with  this  body,  to 
adopt  a uniform  rule,  requiring  ministers  and  congregations 
to  unite  with  the  respective  Synods,  within  whose  bounds  they 
may  be  located. 

Resolved , That  Rev.  Dr.  Harkey  be  requested  to  furnish 
a copy  of  the  discourse  delivered  by  him  at  the  opening  of 
the  Convention,  for  publication  in  the  German  as  well  as  in 
the  English  language,  and  that  a committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  devise  the  means  for  defraying  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. 
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Committee. — Rev.  Messrs.  P.  A.  Strobel,  A.  C.  Wedekind 
and  H.  Borchard. 

Resolved , That  the  Editors  of  our  church  periodicals  be 
requested  to  publish  the  same  in  their  respective  papers. 

Rev.  Dr.  Harkcy,  from  the  committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church,  reported,  but  the  report,  being  incomplete,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  some  members  of  the  committee  to 
furnish  the  necessary  statistics  in  reference  to  their  respec- 
tive Synods,  was  re-committed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention,  with  instructions 
to  have  it  published  in  the  minutes. 

Report  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

It  has  been  thought  important  to  have,  at  each  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod,  a somewhat  full  report  of  the  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds 
of  those  Synods  connected  with  this.  body,  and  accordingly  the  under- 
signed, representing  all  the  District  Synods,  having  been  appointed  a 
committee  for  this  purpose,  respectfully  present  the  following  as  their 
report.  We  begin  by  first  giving  a brief  statement  in  regard  to  each 
Synod,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  usually  been  published  in  the 
Minutes. 

1.  The  Maryland  Synod. — A division  has  taken  place  in  this  Synod, 
as  is  well  known,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  by  the 
formation  of  the  Melanchthon  Synod  on  the  same  territory,  so  that  it  is 
now  smaller  than  formerly.  This  caused  some  unpleasant  feelings,  at 
the  time,  which  have  not  yet  been  entirely  removed  ; but  we  cherish  the 
hope  that  the  two  bodies  will  hereafter  be  able  to  labor  on  in  peace  in 
the  Master’s  work,  The  cause  of  religion  is  prosperous  in  the  bounds 
of  the,  Maryland  Synod.  Extensive  revivals  have  been  enjoyed  by  many 
of  the  churches  : the  attendance  on  the  preaching  of  the  word  has  been 
good  ; and  praver-meetings  have  been  well  attended.  The  contributions 
to  various  objects  give  evidence  that  our  people  are  becoming  liberal, 
aud  the  duty  of  benevolence  is  more  fully  appreciated  than  formerly. — 
We  have  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for  what 
He  has  done  for  his  people. 

2.  The  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania. — The  churches  generally  under 
the  care  of  this  Synod  have,  during  the  last  two  years,  enjoyed  the  Divine 
blessing  in  an  unusual  degree.  The  attendance  on  the  worship  of  God 
has  been  good,  and  especially  far  better  than  usual  at  the  week  day  meet- 
ings. Nearly  all  the  churches  have  enjoyed  revivals  of  religion  more  or 
less  extensive  ; conversions  have  been  numerous,  And  additions  by  con- 
firmation and  profession  of  faith  larger  than  ever  before  in  the  same 
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length  of  time.  A deeper  tone  of  piety  exists — there  is  more  prayerful 
looking  for  the  blessing  of  God,  and  more  earnest  effort  for  the  conver- 
sion of  souls. 

In  Pennsylvania  College,  partly  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  a very 
interesting  state  of  religion  existed  during  the  past  winter.  There  were 
some  conversions,  and  professors  of  religion  rose  to  a higher  standing  of 
piety,, and  a number  who  had  not  definitely  made  up  their  minds  to  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  have  been  enabled  to  consecrate 
themselves  to  this  work.  The  church  at  large  will  reap  the  happy  fruits. 
We  feel  sure  that  there  has  been  a very  decided  advance  in  intelligence, 
piety,  benevolerfce,  and  all  that  belongs  to  the  true  interests  of  the  church 
in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod. 

3.  Synod  of  North  Carolina. — The  delegates  from  this  Synod  state 
that  there  has  been  a decided  advancement  in  the  missionary  and  educa- 
tion operations,  in  Sunday  Schools,  Bible  Classes,  Prayer-meetings  and 
vital  piety,  as  well  as  in  liberality  both  to  local  objects  and  general  be- 
nevolent enterprises.  We  are  extending  our  church  to  the  eastern  and 
western  portions  of  the  State,  having  provided  for  the  sending  forth  of  an 
Evangelist  to  these  various  parts  of  our  Synod.  Seven  new  organiza- 
tions have  been  effected  and  four  new  churches  built.  Our  Western  Car- 
olina Academy  has  been  changed  into  a College,  under  the  name  of 
North  Carolina  College,  and  a very  good  beginning  has  been  made.— 
Upwards  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  have  been  obtained  for  the  Institu- 
tion, and  we  feel  encouraged  in  our  effort  to  establish  a first-class  Col- 
lege. On  the  whole  our  Lutheran  interests  are  certainly  looking  up  in 
the  “Old  North  State,”  and  a brighter  day  is  at  hand. 

4.  Synod  of  South  Carolina. — The  interests  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  which  include  South  Carolina  and  a part  of 
Georgia,  are  manifestly  on  the  advance.  A more  than  ordinary  share  of 
the  Divine  blessing  has  been  granted  to  ministers  and  churches  during 
the  last  two  years.  Large  numbers  have  united  with  the  church,  and 
there  has  been  an  increased  attention  to  the  subject  of  religion:  Our 
people  are  improving  from  year  to  year  in  their  contributions^-in  the 
support  of  the  ministry  and  objects  of  general  benevolence.  Much  more 
is  done  than  formerly  for  the  religious  instruction  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion, and  a deep  interest  is  felt  in  their  welfare. 

But  perhaps  the  greatest  improvement  has  been  made  in  our  educa- 
tional matters.  Our  Literary  Institution,  formerly  at  Lexington,  has 
been  removed  to  Newberry,  and  changed  into  a College.  An  elegant 
building  has  been  erected,  which  is  now  about  completed,  and  the  Insti- 
tution has  opened  in  its  new  location  under  very  favorable  prospects. — • 
Rev.  Dr.  Stork  of  Philadelpnia  has  been  elected  President  of  the  College 
and  Rev.  J.  A.  Brown  of  Reading,  Pa.,  Professor  of  Theology.  Both 


these  brethren  have  entered  upon  the  vigorous  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  in  them  our  church  in  the  Sonth  has  received  no  small  accession  of 
strength. 

5.  Hartwick  Synod. — In  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  there  hare  been  ex- 
tensive  revivals  of  religion.  This  was  especially  the  case  during  the 
past  year.  The  increase  in  the  membership  in  that  period  has  been 
about  1000.  At  the  session  of  1858  a Synodical  Missionary  and  Eduea- 
tion  Society  was  formed,  and  at  its  first  meeting  over  $200  were  raised 
iu  subscriptions  and  cash.  There  are  but  few  vacant  charges  in  this 
Synod.  Since  the  adjournment  of  Synod  extensive  revivals  have  occur- 
red in  several  of  the  churches,  and  the  additions  for  this  year  already 
amount  to  about  300.  The  Synod  has  been  divided  into  conferences, 
and  especial  attention  has  been  awakened  in  relation  to  the  state  of  the 
churches  in  Western  New  York.  Four  beneficiaries  have  been  sustained 
at  Hartwick  Seminary,  aud  aid  has  been  given  to  feeble  churches.  Our 
people  are  manifestly  making  progress  in  piety,  knowledge,  zeal,  and 
liberality  in  sustaining  the  institutions  of  the  church.  * 

G.  New  York  Ministenum. — This  Synod  embraces  a large  proportion 
of  German  ministers,  and  they  have  labored  with  their  American  breth- 
ren in  great  harmony,  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  prospering  among  us. 
Our  churches  are  becoming  more  industrious  and  devoted  to  the  Mas- 
ter’s cause.  Much  interest  is  felt  in  Foreign  Missions,  as  also  in  Home 
Missions,  Education,  and  Church  Extension.  Our  people  are  taking 
more  enlarged  views  of  benevolence  and  charity,  and  are  coming  up  bet- 
ter to  their  duty  in  this  respect.  The  great  revival  has  had  its  influence 
upon  our  churches,  many  have  been  added  to  our  number,  and  vital 
piety  has  increased.  The  Sabbath  School  cause  is  advancing  and  is 
doing  a noble  work,  qualifying  many  for  church  membership.  In  all 
departments  of  the  church  there  is  a growing  interest,  and  we  are  pre- 
paring for  a greater  work  in  future. 

7.  Virginia  Synod. — Whilst  the  last  two  years  have  not  been  signa- 
lized by  any  extraordinary  religious  movements  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod,  we  have  shared  to  some  extent  the  great  revival  blessings  which 
God  has  poured  out  upon  the  land.  There  has  been  a marked  improve- 
ment in  the  piety,  benevolence,  and  church  spirit  of  our  people.  In  the 
work  of  Home  Missions,  Education,  and  all  the  Christian  enterprises  of 
the  day,  we  are  certainly  advancing,  slowly,  but  steadily.  We  have  had 
all  the  embarrassments  and  discouragements,  so  bitterly  complained  of 
by  nearly  all  the  brethren,  to  struggle  with,  but  still  it  is  very  clear  from 
our  history  that  we  are  steadily  advancing  in  every  good  wrord  and  work. 

And  while  we  complain  of  our  difficulties  on  the  one  hand,  we  have 
much  for  which  to  thank  and  praise  God  on  the  other.  Our  Synod  is 
aiding  in  the  support  of  Roanoke  College  and  iu  return  its  influence  up- 
on our  churches  cannot  but  be  good. 


8.  Alleghany  Synod. — A reference  to  the  statistical  table  will  show 
that  the  churches  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  are  in  a prosperous 
condition  as  a general  thing.  Extensive  revivals  have  been  enjoyed  and 
a large  number  of  members  added.  There  is  a deeper  and  more  active 
spirit  of  practical  piety.  A number  of  new  churches  have  been  built, 
and  more  is  done  than  ever  in  the  cause  of  Missions  and  Education.  It 
is  the  beginning  of  better  days  and  we  hope  to  see  a great  advance  in 
future. 

9.  East  Pennsylvania  Synod. — Points  noticed  in  the  annual  reports 
made  to  Synod  of  the  state  of  religion  are  such  as  the  following:  Large 
accessions  to  the  communion  of  the  church,  especially  of  young  men — 
the  presence  of  God’s  Spirit  in  the'churches — benevolent  contributions 
have  suffered  somewhat  from  the  financial  pressure,  but  there  is  evidently 
a spirit  of  growing  liberality  among  our  people — a better  attendance  up- 
on the  means  of  grace— catechetical  instruction  is  very  generally  attend- 
ed to  and  cherished — the  Sabbath  School  interest  is  cared  for,  aud  our 
Schools  are  in  a prosperous  condition— and  there  is  a general  advance  in 
all  that  is  good  in  the  church,  and  a brighter  day  is  at  hand. 

10.  Miami  Synod  of  Ohio. — -The  statistics  presented  of  this  Synod 
.embrace  the  two  years  closing  with  May  1858  ; the  Minutes  of  the  late 
Synodical  meeting  not  being  yet  published.  These  Minutes  show 
a considerable  advancement  in  the  church.  The  cause  of  religion  is 
.steadily  progressing  in  our  bounds.  Revivals  have  been  enjoyed  in 
almost  every  charge,  and  large  numbers  have  been  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  truth.  Several  new  pastoral  districts  have  been  formed,  des- 
titute ones  supplied,  the  various  benevolent  operations  of  the  church 
have  been  sustained,  the  external  condition  of  the  various  charges  has 
been  improved.,  and  their  spiritual  interests  advanced.  While  there  is 
much  room  for  still  farther  improvement,  we  have  reason  to  thank  God 
for  the  past  and  take  courage  for  the  future. 

11.  Wittenberg  Synod  of  Ohio. — The  delegate  from  this  Synod  says  : 
During  the  past  two  years  our  churches  have  enjoyed  the  special  visita- 
tions of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  number  of  our  members  has  been  great- 
ly enlarged.  Great  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  feeling  prevails  among 
our  Pastors  and  people.  Our  geographical  territory  is  small  but  well 
cultivated  and  yields  a proportionably  abundant  harvest  to  the  glory  of 
God.  The  Synod  aids  m the  support  of  Wittenberg  College,  and  our 
people  contribute  liberally  to  the  cause  of  Missions  and  education  and 
the  other  benevolent  operations  of  the  church  ; although  the  building 
of  churches  and  home  operations  necessarily  claim  a large  share  of  their 
attention,  as  is  the  case  in  all  new  territories. 

12.  East  Ohio  Synod. — The  name  of  this  Synod  has  been  changed 
from  ’‘English  Synod  of  Ohio”  to  that  here  given.  We  have  nine  minis- 
ters more  than  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  aud  at  least 
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1500  more  members.  The  last  two  years  have  been  marked  by  special 
manifestations  of  God’s  goodness  and  m>rcy.  In  all  of  our  churches 
mosUprecious  seasons  of  grace  were  enjoyed.  The  spirit  of  God  “came 
down  likeVain  upon  the  mown  grass,”  and  righteousness  flourished  in 
all  our  borders.  Our  people  are  becoming  benevolent  and  all  the  in- 
terests of  Christ’s  kingdom  are  well  sustained.  Vital  piety  is  on  the 
increase  and  our  churches  are  prospering. 

13.  Synod  of  Illinois. — This  Synod  is  only  thirteen . years  old,  but  is 
nevertheless  the  mother  of  two  other  Synods,  namely  that  of  Northern 
Illinois  and  that  of  Iowa.  It  has  in  it  a large  portion  of  the  German 
element,  more  than  one  half  of  its  ministers  being  Germans.  It  occu- 
pies the  central  portion  of  the  State,  having  a very  interesting  and  im- 
portant territory.  The  churches  under  its  care  are  all  young  and  most 
of  them  small,  a few  only  of  the  German  congregations  being  large.  A 
few  years  ago  most  of  the  congregation  were  not  in  existence,  and  those 
that  were  organized  had  no  houses  of  worship.  Now  we  have  quite  a 
number  of  houses  of  worship  erected,  and  others  are  constantly  being 
built.  This  Synod  also  aids  largely  in  sustaining  Illinois  University, 
and  supports  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  church.  The  people  are 
liberal  in  proportion  to  their  means,  but  the  demands  upon  them  for 
home  operations  are  so  constant  and  heavy,  that  for  the  present  not 
much  can  be  expected  beyond  their  on m territory. 

At  present  our  churches  and  all  our  benevolent  operations  are  suffer- 
ing from  the  severe  pressure  of  the  times  in  the  West,  but  as  prosperity 
returns  to  the  country,  all  will  come  right  again.  Many  of  the  churches 
have  enjoyed  refreshing  seasons  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  vital 
• piety  is  advancing.  We  cannot  but  feel  that  the  foundations  of  a pious, 
liberal,  and  prosperous  Lutheran  church  are  being  laid  in  this  State. 

14.  The  Synod  of  Western  Virginia. — Since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod,  the  churches  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod 
of  Western  Virginia  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been  visited  with  the 
out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  There  has  been  a large  increase  in 
the  membership  as  the  parochial  reports  show.  A number  of  new 
fields  of  labor  have  been  opened  and  supplied  with  the  preached  word. — 
Several  large  and  commodious  new  churches  have  been  erected  where 
Lutheranism  had  before  been  represented,  and  several  others  are  in  pro- 
cess of  erection.  The  two  Institutions,  Roanoke  College  and  Wvthe- 
ville  Female  College,  which  are  under  the  fostering  care  of  this  Synod, 
have  also  been  blessed,  not  only  with  outward  prosperity,  but  with  gra- 
cious visitations  from  on  high,  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  a 
number  of  students  in  both  Institutions.  Our  church  is  evidently  mak- 
ing substantial  progress  in  Western  \ irginia. 


15.  Olive  Branch  Synod  of  Indiana. — With  a few  exceptions  the 
churches  connected  with  this  Synod  have,  during  the  last  two  years  been 
in  a prosperous  condition.  Many  of  them  have  enjoyed  refreshing  sea- 
sons from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  by  which  they  have  become  much 
strengthened  and  encouraged.  Several  new  houses  of  worship  have  been 
built,  Sabbath  Schools,  prayer-meetings  and  family  altars  have  been 
established  where  they  did  not  exist  before  ; but  still  we  see  and  feel  that 
“the  harvest  is  great  and  the  laborers  are  few.”  There  is  still  an  immense 
and  very  inviting  field  for  our  church  in  Indiana,  which  we  are  just  be- 
ginning to  occupy.  AVe  have  hundreds  and  thousands  of  otir  people 
scattered  over  the  State  which  are  unprovided  for  by  our  church.  We 
have  sometimes  felt  as  if  Indiana  had  been  partly  overlooked  in  our 
missionary  and  church  extension  efforts.  We  doubt  if  there  is  a State 
East  of  the  Mississippi  river  more  destitute,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
promising,  and  we  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  it. 

16.  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. — The  statistics  of  this  Synod  giVen  in 
the  table  are  only  for  one  year,  and  are  taken  from  the  Minutes  of  the 
111th  annual  session  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium 
of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States.  These  minutes  abundantly  prove 
that  the  portion  of  our  church  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod, 
is  in  a very  flourishing  condition.  The  habitual,  faithful  use  of  the 
means  of  grace  has  resulted  in  a healthy  gradual  developement  of  true 
practical  church  life.  Large  pastoral  districts  are  being  very  generally 
divided,  and  provided  with  .more  frequent  and  satisfactory  supervision. — 
The  appointment  of  a general  Home  Missionary  to  visit  the  destitute  re- 
gions within  our  Synodical  bounds  has  been  resolved  upon — church  dis- 
cipline is  arresting  very  general  attention — Christian  benevolence  is  on 
the  increase— and  pastors  and  people  enjoy  abundant  proof  that  God  is 
still  in  their  midst. 

There  are  immense  resources  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  they  are  being  more  and  more  developed,  and  that  this 
mother  Synod  of  our  church  in  America  is  destined  to  accomplish  yet 
much  more  for  our  beleved  Luthern  Zion. 

17.  Synod  of  Northern  Illinois. — This  body  is  not  yet  8 years  old, 
having  been  organized  in  the  fall  of  1851  with  8 ministers,  who  reported 
some  600  communing  members.  It  now  numbers  50  ministers  and  over 
5,000  communicants.  We  suppose  there  is  not  in  the  history  of  the 
Lutheran  church  an  instance  of  so  rapid  and.  at  the  same  time,  healthy 
growth.  A peculiarity  of  this  body  is  that  four  nations  are  represented  in 
it,  and  its  ministers  preach  the  gospel  in  four  different  languages — Eng- 
lish, German,  Swedish  and  Norwegian.  This  union  has  thus  far  been  most 
harmonious  and  pleasant  on  the  ground  of  our  common  faith.  Our 
Swedish  and  Norwegian  Brethren  are  very  active,  and  a living  practical 
Christianity  is  making  powerful  progress  among  them.  They  have  estab- 


lished  a Professorship  in  onr  University  at  Springfield,  and  their  Pro- 
fessor Rev.  L.  P.  Esbjorn,  is  already  on  the  ground  and  busily  engaged  * 
in  his  appointed  duties.  The  Synod  aids  vigorously  in  the  support  of 
Illinois  University,  having  the  appointment  of  one  third  of  its  trustees. 

During  the  last  two  years  extensive  and  powerful  revivals  of  religion 
have  been  enjoyed  by  many  of  the  churches  connected  with  this  Synod, 
and  there  has  been  a great  increase  of  spiritual  life.  No  report  is  given 
in  the  statistical  table  of  Sabbath  Schools,  simply  because  the  reports 
in  the  minutes  are  so  imperfect;  Sabbath  Schools  are  however  very  gen- 
erally established  snd  well  sustained  in  the  Synod,  and  many  of  the 
Scandinavian  and  German  churches  also  have  parochial  schools-.  All- 
the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  church  are  liberally  sustained,  and  not- 
withstanding the  very  “hard  times”  in  money  matters  of  the  past  two- 
years,  the  contributions  have  been  quite  liberal,  especially  in  church 
building.  Many  churches  have  been  built  and  are  in  process  of  erec- 
tion. 

18.  Pittsburg  Synod. — This  Synod  is  still  moving  forward  in  every 
good  work  and  word,  and  its  churches  enjoy  a fery  encouraging  degree 
of  prosperity.  It  is  still  actively  engaged  in  its  Missionary  operations 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  in  Canada.  The  great  draw  back  is  the 
want  of  suitable  men,  in  consequence  of  which  there  are  many  vacant 
fields  which  Synod  is  not  able  to  supply.  Seven  new  churches  have  been- 
organized  during  the  past  two  years,  and  God  has  graciously  blessed  the 
labors  of  our  ministers,  and  our  congregations  have  been  much  strength- 
ened and  encouraged.  They  are  evidently  advancing  in  piety  and  every 
Christian  grace.  The  contributions  of  our  people  have  been  liberal  to 
the  various  objects  of  Christian  benevolence  claiming  attention.  AVe 
have  great  reason  to  thank  God  for  the  past  and  take  encouragement  for 
the  future. 

19.  Synod  of  Texas.— The  delegate  from  this  Synod,  Rev.  Mr.  Ebin- 
ger,  has  furnished  the  committee  with  the  following  statement  in  regard 
to  the  work  in  Texas,  which  we  give  in  his  own  language  : “As  I have 
the  honor  to  represent  the  First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of 

. Texas  in  the  General  Synod,  I ask  permission  to  present  a few  plain 
statements.  We  have  for  6 years  now  been  connected  with  this  body  not 
as  a matter  of  mere  formality,  or  as  some  have  supposed  in  a spirit  of 
opposition,  but  in  all  sincerity  of  heart,  and  a desire  that  this  connec- 
tion may  be  continued  in  all  future  time.  AVe  are  conscious  that  we 
have  not  been  able  fully  to  discharge  our  duty  towards  the  General 
Synod  in  sustaining  the  operations  of  its  benevolent  Societies  and  in 
sending  delegates  to  its  meetings.  This  is  however  not  to  be  regarded 
as  a wilful  neglect,  but  results  purely  from  the  difficulties  in  our  way. 
AVe  have  so  much  to  do  at  home  and  our  means  are  so  small,  that  it, 
is  impossible  for  us  to  collect  much  for  objects  of  general  benevolence- 


in  the  chnrch  ; and  our  great  distance  from  the  places  of  meeting  of 
the  general  Synod  renders  it  difficult  for  us  to  find  a brother  who  can 
be  spared  from  home  so  long  as  to  attend  its  sessions.  It  will  take  me 
seven  weeks  coming  and  returning  from  this  convention.  We  trust 
that  in  the  future  we  shall  be  more  able  to  do  our  part  and  that  with 
cheerfulness. 

Ours  is  missionary  work,  and,  though  our  Synod  was  organized  in 
1851,  we  have  only  made  a beginning,  but  we  trust  a good  one.  We  try 
faithfully  to  “preach  Christ  crucified,”  and  this  we  all  know  is  the 
only  foundation  on  which  we  can  confidently  build,  In  regard  to  out- 
ward growth,  I must  state,  our  church  in  Texas  has  not  increased,  but 
rather  decreased  in  the  last  two  years.  We  have  lost  a few  small  con- 
gregations, and  others  have  been  divided  so  that  theyare  small.  But 
we  do  not  consider  that  we  have  lost  any  thing  by  these  separations,  be- 
cause our  churches  are  thus  more  entirely  freed  from  their  rationalistic 
elements.  There  is  said  to  be  a German  population  of  40,000  in  Tex- 
as; and  one-half  of  it  is  made  up  of  a most  desperate  sort  of  unbeliev- 
ers of  all  kinds. 

Income  places  we  have  had  awakenings,  where  sinners  were  anxious 
for  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  There  are  at  present  17  congregations 
connected  with  our  Synod  with  about  2600  communicants,  all  the  others 
are  left  destitute  of  gospel  preaching,  just  because  we  have  not  the 
means  of  supplying  them.  Some  of  our  congregations  have  contributed 
liberally  towards  the  support  of  a travelling  missionary  in  our  bounds, 
but  not  yet  enough  to  sustain  one,  although  we  ought  to  have  at  least 
two.  The  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  are  sending  out  German 
preachers  in  Texas.  They  try  to  take  away  the  members  of  our  church 
right  before  our  eyes.  Why  will  not  our  Lutheran  church  rouse  up  to 
her  full  duty  in  this  matter  ? Could  we  not  be  aided  in  sending  out  at 
least  one  travelling  Missionary  among  the  lost  sheep  in  the  wide  wild 
wilderness  of  Texas  ? If  something  cannot  be  done  our  Lutheran  Zion 
in  Texas  cannot  have  much  growth,  though  the  material  is  abundant. 
All  our  brethren  in  Texas  are  fully  employed,  so  that  they  can  do  but 
little  more,  however  good  may  be  their  will.  They  have  to  preach  to 
their  churches  on  Sunday  and  during  the  week  teach  school,  so  that 
they  can  only  “pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  forth  laborers  into 
his  harvest.”  We  know  that  the  General  Synod’s  Missionary  Society 
does  not  send  out  travelling  missionaries — but  we  ask,  could  not  an  ex- 
ception be  made  in  this  case  of  necessity?  Or  is  there  any  other  way 
in  which  this  great  want  can  be  supplied  ? This  is  not  a matter  that 
concerns  Texas  alone,  but  the  whole  Luthern  church.  It  is  not  a com- 
mon Christian  duty  to  help  those  who  need  assistance  ? May  the  Lord 
.come  to  our  help  in  this  matter  !” 
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20.  English  Synod  of  Ohio.-—  Five  years  ago  this  body  numbered  23 
ministers;  but  owing  to  removals,  some  West  and  some  East,  and  not 
receiving  adequate  additions  to  take  their  places,  the  Synod  has  been 
much  reduced.  A number  of  congregations  are  vacant,  and  some 
churches  have  passed  over  into  other  Synods.  But  a new  start  has  now 
been  made,  and  we  hope  the  Synod  will  soon  increase  to  its  usual  number 
of  ministers.  Perhaps  one  of  our  greatest  draw-backs  has  been  the  fact 
that  many  of  our  pastors  are  inadequately  supported.  Their  salaries  are 
by  no  means  a compensation  for  the  labor  performed.  This  has  been  felt 
to  be  quite  a difficulty  in  the  way  of  obtaining  supplies  for  vacant  con- 
gregations. Still  we  have  also  some  things  to  encourage  us,  and  we  feel 
confident  that  a better  day  is  at  hand. 

21.  Synod  of  Kentucky. — Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod 

some  of  our  charges  have  enjoyed  revivals  of  religion,  which  greatly  re- 
freshed both  ministers  and  people,  and  considerably  increased  our  numer- 
ical strength.  Our  Synod  is  small  and  we  have  some  discouragements. 
We  regret  to  state  that  the  second  attempt  to  establish  a Lutheran  Church 
in  the  city  of  Louisville  on  the  basis  of  the  General  Synod  has  failed. 
The  church  was  sold  for  debt,  the  minister  retired,  and  the  congregation 
disbanded.  % 

One  church  is  in  process  of  erection  within  our  bounds.  We  have 
contributed  $50  towards  the  support  of  Illinois  University,  upwards  of 
$100  to  Mendota  College,  and  about  $200  to  the  building  of  churches  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  Though  it  is  “a  day  of  small  things”  with  us,  it 
ought  not  to  be  despised,  and  by  the  help  of  God  we  are  determined  to- 
take  courage  and  go  forward. 

22.  Synod  of  Central  Pennsylvania. — The  report  from  this  Synod  is 
as  follows  : “The  state  of  religion  within  our  bounds,  is  decidedly  encour- 
aging. There  is  a general  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  divine  ap- 
pointment— catechetical  instruction  of  the  young  is  diligently  prosecuted 
— sabbath  schools  and  prayer  meetings  are  much  encouraged  and  are 
full  of  interest — and  in  many  churches  the  spirit  of  God  has  evidently 
manifested  his  power  and  grace  in  the  conversion  of  souls.  Our  people 
have  contributed  liberally  not  only  to  the  building  of  churches  and  other 
works  immediately  in  their  own  midst,  but  also  to  the  cause  of  education 
and  missions.  Our  motto  still  is  “onward.”  The  statistics  given  in  the 
table  are  only  for  one  year,  for  that  ending  in  May,  1858.  The  min- 
utes for  the  year  ending  in  May,  1859,  are  not  yet  published. 

23.  Synod  of  Northern  Indiana. — This  infant  Synod  is  in  a flourish- 
ing condition,  gradually  increasing  in  numbers  and  influence.  When  it 
united  with  the  General  Synod  at  Reading,  two  years  ago,  it  numbered 
13  ministers,  32  churches,  and  1,040  communicants;  it  now  numbers  191 
ministers,  43  churches,  1,652  communicants,  40  sabbath  schools,  250’ 
teachers  aud  1,600  scholars. 
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In  the  last  two  years  many  of  its  churches  have  enjoyed  revivals  of  re- 
ligion. Eight  churches  have  been  built  and  paid  for,  within  its  bounds, 
prayer  meetings  have  been  established,  and  our  cause  has  very  decidedly 
improved.  Yet  there  is  much  still  to  be  done  in  Northern  Indiana.  One 
of  our  ministers,  Rev.  Jacob  Wolf,  of  Coesse,  Ind.,  has  built  the  Wart- 
burg  Seminary,  where  he  is  ready  to  receive  and  educate  young  men  for 
the  ministry  on  the  most  favorable  terms.  He  is  a regular  graduate  and 
every  way  competent  for' this  important  work.  We  much  need  a travel- 
ling missionary  in  this  part  of  the  work  and  our  Synod  will  probably  take ' 
some  steps  to  appoint  one. 

24.  Synod  of  Southern  Illinois. — This  Synod  contains  only  7 minis- 
ters and  1,050  communicants.  Rev.  J.  Krimminger,  at  the  time  its  Pres- 
ident, has  recently  been  called  away  from  the  Church  on  Earth  to  that 
which  is  triumphant  in  Heaven.  The  Synod  is  situated  at  the  extreme 
end  of  the  Church  and  has  many  difficulties  to  encounter  which  others 
have  not.  During  the  past  two  years  the  blessing  of  God  has  attended 
the  preaching  of  the  word  among  the  members  of  this  Synod,  and  much 
good,  we  trust,  has  been  done.  Most  of  the  churches  are  small  and 
poor,  yet  they  have  contributed  something  to  the  various  objects  of  be- 
nevolence among  us.  Especially  the  churches  in  Union  county,  Illinois, 
have  paid  about  $600  dollars  to  Illinois  University.  There  is  an  exten- 
tensive  field  yet  to  be  cultivated,  in  this  section  of  the  church,  and  addi- 
tional laborers  are  much  needed. 

25.  Synod  of  Iowa. — The  state  of  religion  in  Iowa  is  not  very  prosper- 
ous. Like  all  new  counties  it  produces  more  ■tforldliness  than  true  God- 
liness. Some  of  the  churches  have  been  visited  by  revivals  of  religion, 
and  there  a more  healthful  state  of  piety  is  seen.  The  ordinances  of  the 
church  are  not  appreciated,  and,  of  course,  not  attended  as  they  should 
be.  The  youth  are  not  instructed  in  the  catechism,  and  the  church  loses 
many  of  those  who  should  belong  to  it.  The  work  of  keeping  men  and 
women  in  the  Church,  who  have  not  learned  to  love  it,  is  very  hard. 
Our  pastors  are  poorly  supported,  and  most  of  them  could  not  live  if  it 
were  not  for  other  resources.  But  we  hope  for  better  days.  We,  in  the 
West,  must  pray,  labor,  and  hope  on  until  a brighter  day  dawns  upon 
our  Lutheran  Zion.  The  Lord  will  hear  prayer. 

26.  The  MelancJithoh  Synod  of  Maryland. — The  churches  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Synod,  are  known  to  be  in  a prosperous  condition.  Ex- 
tensive revivals  of  religion  have  been  enjoyed  in  many  of  the  congre- 
gations, and  large  additions  have  been  mode  to  the  membership.  TL 
various  benevolent  operations  of  the  day  have  been  sustained,  some  fin- 
new  churches,  especially  one  at  Middletown,  in  Frederick  county,  are  i 
process  of  erection,  aud  the  cause  of  Christ  is  advancing. 
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. Recapitulation. 

We  have  thus  briefly  surveyed  the  whole  field  of  our  church  as  con- 
nected with  the  General  Synod,  and  arise  from  this  survey  with  feelings 
of  the  most  profound  gratitude  to  God  for  the  prosperous  condition  in 
which  our  beloved  Zion  is  found.  In  summing  up  the  results  we  are 
led  to  make  the  following  remarks  : 

1.  The  Church  is  wide  awake. — It  is  our  decided  conviction  that  at  no 
former  period  of  her  history  has  she  been  so  fully  and  so  generally  arous- 
ed to  her  great  mission  and  work  as  at  the  present  moment.  True,  much 
yet  remains  to  be  done — yea,  it  is  only  a fair  beginning  that  has  been 
made  ; but  it  is  evident  that  the  night  of  her  slumbers  is  past,  and  she  is 
fully  awaked  and  equipped  for  her  great  mission  in  this  country  and  in 
the  world.  She  has  heard  the  voice  of  her  exalted  Head,  saying,  “Arise 
and  shine,  for  thy  light  has  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  has  risen 
upon  thee.”  In  the  work  of  church  building  and  church  extension,  do- 
mestic missions,  beneficiary  education,  the  establishment  and  support  of 
literary  and  theological  institutions,  foreign  missions,  sabbath  schools, 
and  efforts  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  our  people,  she 
has  made  great  advances  ; and  she  is  now  in  a position  to  do  much  more 
in  all  these  directions  than  heretofore. 

2.  She  has  arisen  to  a more  intelligent  self-consciousness  and  union 
than  ever  before. — Her  ministers  and  people  have  studied  and  are  study- 
ing her  history  and  doctrines  more,  and  are  forming  more  intelligent 
views  of  the  position  and  standing  of  their  Church.  They  do  not  agree 
in  all  minor  points  of  doctrine  and  practice,  but  they  understand  each 
other  better,  prejudices  are  giving  way,  and  they  are  becoming  more  in- 
telligently united  than  at  any  former  time.  Passion  is  yielding  to  reason 
and  conscience,  and  they  are  enabled  to  discuss  most  fraternally  and  in 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  the  very  exciting  questions  which  have  rent  asunder 
other  Churches.  The  slavery  question,  the  church  or  symbolic  question, 
and  other  very  delicate  points  were  extensively  debated  at  this  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Synod,  in  the  very  best  spirit.  This  must  be  regarded 
as  a very  decided  advance. 

3.  The  spiritual  condition  of  our  churches  is  greatly  improved. — The 
most  extensive  and  powerful  revivals  of  religion  ever  known  among  us 
have  been  enjoyed  by  a very  large  number  of  our  churches,  during  the 
past  two  years.  At  the  same  time  more  attention  is  given  to  the  cate- 
chetical instruction  of  the  young,  and  it  is  becoming  a more  powerful 
means  of  leading  them  to  Christ  and  making  them  truly  pious,  as  well  as 
intelligent  Christians.  Our  laity  are  becoming  more  of  a praying,  as 
well  as,  working  people.  The  number  of  candidates  for  the  ministry 
is  multiplying,  so  that  there  are  now  more  than  two  hundred  stu- 
dents at  the  different  institutions  connected  with  the  General  Synod,  stu- 
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with  a view  to  the  ministry  of  our  own  Church.  God  has 
done,  and  is  doing  great, things  for  us.  Blessed  be  his  name  1 

4.  Large  additions  have  been  made  to  the  membership  of  our  churches. 
—We  have  done  the  best  we  could  to  prepare  a full  and  complete  statis- 
tical table , which  is  submitted  with  this  report.  It  is  still  far  from  being 
accurate,  but  it  exhibits  a very  pleasing  state  of  things.  It  is  designed  to 
cover  two  years,  but  in  a number  of  instancee,  as  in  the  Mother  Synod  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  several  other  principal  Synods,  it  covers  only  one. 
Che  latest  statistics,  too,  have  not  been  obtained  in  a number  of  instances, 
as  all  those  Synods  meeting  in  the  Spring,  had  their  last  Minutes  not  yet 
published.  We  have,  however,  sufficient  data  to  make  outareport  in  the 
main  correct.  The  following  is  the  showing  of  the  statis'cal  table:  Minis- 
isters 764;  congregations  1,506:  additions  by  adult  baptisms  3,308;  by 
confirmations  16,626,  and  by  certificate  4,632,  making  25,676  ; commu- 
nicants 153,521  ; Sunday  schools,  Lutheran  680,  Union  626,  teachers 
8,491,  and  scholars  57,250.  If  we  make  the  proper  allowance  for  omis- 
sions in  the  reports,  and  the  additions  of  the  last  winter  and  spring,  the 
following  will  approximate  the  truth:  Ministers  800;  congregations 
1,550,  and  this  does  not  include  about  300  preaching  stations;  additions 
to  the  churches  in  the  two  years  30,000,  making  15,000  a year,  we  feel 
sure  that  this  estimate  falls  rather  below  the  truth  than  above  it,  and 
communicants  160,000.  Of  course  these  statistics  are  confined  to  that 
portion  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  country  connected  with  the  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

5.  There]has  been  a decided  advance  in  the  contributions  of  our  people 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Church  and  her  benevolent  institutions. — The 
figures  in  the  table  sum  up  as  follows  : Synodical  Treasury  $7,495; 
Beneficiary  Education  $17,183  ; Home  Missions  $10,051;  Foreign  Mis- 
sions $10,096  ; General  Benevolence  $80,566 ; and  local  objects  $277,- 
666  ; making  a grand  total  of  $403,007.  And,  as  already  stated,  several 
of  the  largest  Synods  have  reported  only  for  one  year,  several  have  not 
reported  their  contributions  at  all,  or  very  imperfectly,  so  that  an  accur- 
ate statement  would  swell  the  amount  to  many  thousand  dollars  more. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  during  the  past  two  years  there  have  been  raised  for 
all  the  objects  above  specified  Four  Hundred  and  Twenty-Five  Thousand 
Dollars ; and  this,  too,  during  two  years  of  the  most  severe  financial  em- 
barrassments that  have  ever  afflicted  the  country.  Under  the  head  of 
local  objects  are  given  the  amounts  raised  for  church  building  purposes, 
but  by  no  means  all,  for  many  churches  never  report  this  at  all ; and  un- 
der the  head  of  general  benevolence  are  included  contributions  to  our  liter- 
ary and  theological  institutions.  To  the  three  objects  of  Beneficiary  Edu- 
cation, Home  and  Foreign  Missions  the  contributions  are,  as  will  be  seen, 
$36,913,  which  is  a decided  advance  on  former  years,  though  still  not  by 
any  means  what  they  ought  to  be.  We  ought  to  have  no  difficulty  in 
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raising  $100,000  a year  for  these  objects,  and  when  our  people  all  come 
up  properly  to  the  work,  this  and  more  will  be  done.  But  we  have,  un- 
doubtedly, much  reason  to  be  encouraged,  and  to  bless  God  for  what  has 
been  done.  O that  His  Spirit  may  abide  with  us  and  lead  us  into  all 
truth,  for  Christ’s  sake,  Amen  ! 

Respectfully  submitted, 


S.  W.  HARKEY, 

G.  DIEHL, 

M.  JACOBS, 

E.  A.  BOLLES, 

P.  A.  STROBEL, 

J.  A.  LINN, 

H.  N.  POHLMAN, 
J.  B.  DAVIS, 

D.  SWOPE, 

E.  GREENWALD, 

F.  W.  CONRAD, 

J.  H.  HECK, 

J.  B.  BALTZLEY, 


F.  SPRINGER, 

W.  D.  RCEDEL, 

S.  WEILLS, 

G.  F.  MILLER, 

G.  BASSLER, 

J.  G.  EBINGER, 

H.  M.  BICKEL, 

J.  G.  HARRIS, 

P.  RIZER, 

II.  WELLS, 

W.  JENKINS, 
G.W.SCHiEFFER, 
J.  F.  CAMPBELL, 


The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced  and  adopt- 
ed : 


Resolved , That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Convention  be  published,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  distributed  in  the  usual  manner. 

Resolved , That  members  of  this  body,  desiring  extra  copies 
of  the  minutes,  inform  the  Secretary  of  the  fact,  and  that  he 
make  arrangements  to  supply  them  at  the  cost  price. 

Resolved , That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings,  in 
the  German  language,  be  published  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  P.  Anstadt,  and  that  he  in  connexion  with  Rev.  Dr. 
Reynolds  distribute  the  same. 

Resolved , That  the  Directors  of  the  Swedish  Publication 
Society  be  authorized  to  translate,  publish  and  distribute  five 
hundred  copies  of  the  minutes,  either  in  the  Swedish  or  Nor- 
wegian language,  as  they  may  think  most  expedient. 

Resolved , That  the  Editors  of  our  German,  Swedish  and 
Norwegian  papers,  are  hereby  requested  to  publish  an  ab- 
stract of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  in  their  respec- 
tive papers. 


Resolved , That  the  Secretary  have  appended  to  the  min- 
utes of  this  Convention,  the  Constitution  of  the  General 
Synod,  containing  the  various  amendments  that  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  adopted. 

Resolved , That  the  Secretary  be  also  directed  to  append 
to  the  minutes  the  proceedings  of  the  several  general  Socie- 
ties of  the  Church,  which  have  held  their  meetings  during  the 
Convention  of  the  General  Synod,  and  the  Secretaries  of  the 
various  Societies  forward  their  minutes  promptly  to  the  Sec- 
retary. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  devise 
a plan,  by  which  the  business  of  the  Societies  represented  in 
this  body  may  be  best  transacted  in  connexion  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Synod,  and  that  they  report  at  the  first  session  of 
the  next  Convention  of  General  Synod. 

Committee — H.  N.  Pohlman,  D.  D.,  J.  G.  Morris,  D.  D., 
II.  L.  Baugher,  D.  D.,  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  S.  S.  Schmu- 
ker,  D.  D.,  and  C.  A.  Morris,  Esq. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine all  former  minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  codify  and 
arrange  the  by-laws,  rules  of  order  and  standing  resolu- 
tions, and  that  they  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gener- 
al Synod. 

Committee — II.  N.  Pohlman,  D.  D.,  II.  L.  Baugher,  D. 
D.,  and  Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

Resolved , That  the  General  Synod  instruct  delegates, 
hereafter  to  be  sent  to  this  Convention,  to  make  arrangements 
to  remain  in  session  as  long  as  the  interests  of  the  church 
may  demand  ; that  the  District  Synods  be  recommended  to 
send  such  delegates  only  as  may  be  willing  to  continue  two 
weeks,  if  the  Convention  should  so  require,  and  that  hereaf- 
ter no  mileage  be  paid  to  those  delegates  who  leave  before 
adjournment,  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity. 

Resolved , That  the  grateful  acknowledgements  of  this 
Synod,  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Pastor  and  Congregation 
and  other  Christian  friends  of  Pittsburg  and  vicinity,  by 
whom  the  members  and  visiting  brethren  have  been  so  gen- 
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erously  received  and  entertained  during  their  sojourn  in  this 
city. 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  returned  to 
the  officers  of  the  several  Railroad  Companies,  whose  kind- 
ness has  been  expressed  by  the  facilities  and  accommodations 
afforded  us  in  our  attendance  on  this  Convention. 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  are  also  due  the 
officers  of  this  Convention,  for  the  fidelity  and  impartiality, 
with  which  they  have  performed  their  respective  duties. 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to 
the  Reporters  of  the  Pittsburg  press  for  the  faithful  reports, 
they  have,  from  day  to  day,  furnished  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Synod,  having  visited  the 
Home  and  the  Infirmary , of  this  city,  under  the  care  of  Rev. 
W.  A.  Passavant,  express  their  satisfaction  and  pleasure  with 
the  visit,  and  recommend  these  institutions  to  the  confidence 
and  liberality  of  the  Church. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  decide  by  ballot  the  place 
and  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Synod.  Invi- 
tations were  presented  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Staunton,  Va., 
Springfield,  111.,  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Rev. 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Crist,  L.  C.  Groseclose  and  P.  P.  Lane  were 
appointed  tellers,  who  on  counting  the  votes,  reported  that 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  had  been  selected  as  the  place,  and  the  tim'd 
Thursday  of  May,  1861,  as  the  time  for  the  next  Convention 
of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  in 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  May,  1861,  and 
that  the  Pastors  of  our  several  Lutheran  Churches  in  that 
city  be  a local  committee  to  make  the  arrangements  with  re- 
gard to  the  place  for  holding  the  sessions  of  Synod  and  the 
public  services  during  the  Convention. 

The  Synod  then,  after  a parting  address  by  the  Pr<?sident, 
and  engaging  in  devotional  exercises,  adjourned  with  the 
Apostolic  Benediction. 

M.  L.  STOEYER, 

Secretary . 
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CO  N S T I T U T 1 0 N 


Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  North  America. 


(as  amended.) 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Supreme  Head  of  His  Church,  having  prescribed 
no  entire  and  specific  directory  for  government  and  discipline,  and  every 
section  of  His  Church  being  left  at  full  liberty  to  make  such  additional 
regulations  to  that  effect  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  its  situation  and  cir- 
cumstances: therefore,  relying  upon  God  our  Father,  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  word  of  God,  for  the  promotion  of  the  practice  of  brother- 
ly love,  to  the  furtherance  of  Christian  concord,  to  the  firm  establish- 
ment and  continuance  of  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace — ■ 
We,  the  deputies  of  the  “German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  neighboring  States,”  of  the  “German  and  Eng- 
lish Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
bordering  States,”  of  the  “Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  neighboring  States  and  countries,”  and  of 
the  “Evangelieal  Lutheran  Synod  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  &c.,  for 
ourselves  and  successors,  do  adopt  the  following  fundamental  articles, 
viz : 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  name,  style  and  title  of  this  Convention  shall  be : “The  Ecan - 
gelical  Lutheran  General  Synod  of  the  United  States  of  North  A- 
merica.” 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  General  Synod  shall  consist  of  the  deputies  from  the  several  Ev- 
angelical Lutheran  Synodical  Conventions  in  the  United  States,  who 
may  join  themselves  thereunto,  and  be  duly  acknowledged  as  members 
thereof,  in  the  following  ratio,  viz : 

Every  Synodical  body,  or  Synod,  (whether  of  ministers  onljr,  or  of  min- 
isters and  lay  deputies  together,)  containing  six  ministers,  may  send 
two;  if  it  contains  fourteen,  three;  if  twenty-five,  four;  if  forty,  five;  if 
sixty,  six ; and  if  it  contains  eighty-six  ministers  or  upwards,  seven  dep- 
uties of  the  rank  of  ordained  ministers,  and  an  equal  number  of  lay- 
deputies. 

Each  Deputy,  appearing  in  the  General  Synod  according  to  this  ratio, 
shall,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  enjoy  an  equal  right  and  vote  with 
all  others.  Every  Synod  mav  choose  its  Deputies  in  such  a way  and 
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manner  as  to  them  may  seem  proper;  and  shall  pay  the  traveling  expen- 
ses of  the  same  to  and  from  the  General  Synod,  until  the  General  Synod 
shall  have  established  for  itself  a treasury  from  which  the  future  expenses 
may  be  discharged. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  business  of  the  General  Synod  shall  be  as  follows,  viz: 

Section  I.  The  General  Synod  shall  examine  the  proceedings  of  the 
several  Synods  and  Ministeriums  belonging  to  this  association,  in 
order  that  they  may  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  and 
condition  of  the  Church.  The  several  Synods,  therefore,  shall  transmit 
as  many  copies  of  their  proceedings  to  the  General  Synod,  as  there  shall 
be  members  contained  in  the  General  Synod. 

Sec.  II.  Whenever  the  General  Synod  shall  deem  it  proper  or  ne- 
cessary, they  may  propose  to  the ‘special  Synods  or  Ministeriums,  new 
books  or  writings,  such  as  catechisms,  forms  of  liturgy,  collections  of 
hymns  for  general  or  special  public  use  in  the  Church.  Every  pro- 
posal of  the  kind,  the  several  or  respective  Synods  may  duly  consider; 
and  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  said  book 
or  books,  writing  or  writings,  will  not  conduce  to  the  end  proposed,  they 
may  reject  them,  and  adopt  such  liturgical  boobs  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

But  no  General  Synod  can  be  allowed  to  possess  or  arrogate  unto  it- 
self the  powrer  of  prescribing  among  us  uniform  ceremonies  of  religion 
for  every  part  of  the  Church ; or  to  introduce  such  alterations  in  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  faith,  or  to  the  mode  of  publishing  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ,  (the  Son  of  God,  and  ground  of  our  faith  and  hope,) 
as  might  in  any  way  tend  to  burden  the  consciences  of  the  brethren 
in  Christ 

Sec.  III.  All  regularly  constituted  Lutheran  Synods,  holding  the  funda- 
mental doctrines  of  the  Bible  as  taught  by  our  Church,  not  now  in  connec- 
tion with  the  General  Synod,  may,  at  any  time,  become  associated  with 
it,  by  adopting  this  Constitution,  and  sending  delegates  to  its  Convention, 
according  to  the  ratio  specified  in  Art.  II. 

Sec.  IV.  With  regard  to  the  grades  in  the  ministry,  the  General  Synod 
may  give  to  the  several  Ministeriums  their  deliberate  advice,  wherein  the 
circumstances  of  time,  place  and  conditipn  must  be  duly  contemplated, 
and  a beneficial  uniformity,  and  actual  equality,  of  rank  among  the  sev- 
eral ministers  must,  as  much  as  possible,  be  had  in  view.  The  General 
Synod  shall  also  advise  such  rules  and  regulations  among  the  several ' 
Synods  and  Ministeriums,  as  may  prevent  unpleasant  and  unfriendly  col- 
lisions, that  otherwise  might  arise  out  of  any  difference  of  grades  existing 
among  them,  or  from  any  other  possible  causes. 

Sec.  V.  The  General  Synod  shall  not  be  looked  upon  as  a tribunal  of 


appeal;  it  may,  however,  be  employed  in  the  following  cases,  and  after 
the  following  manner: 

1.  The  General  Synod  may  give  advice  or  opinion,  when  complaints 
shall  be  brought  before  them  by  whole  Synods,  Ministeriums,  Congrega- 
tions, or  individual  Ministers,  concerning  doctrine  or  discipline.  They 
shall,  however,  be  extremely  careful,  that  the  consciences  of  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  be  not  burdened  with  human  inventions,  laws  or  devices,  and 
that  no  one  be  oppressed  by  reason  of  differences  of  opinion  on  non-fun- 
damental doctrines. 

2.  If  parties,  differing  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  refer  the 
cause  of  difference  in  a brotherly  manner  to  the  General  Synod,  they 
shall  institute  a close  and’  exact  scrutiny  and  examination  thereof,  and 
give  their  opinion  on  the  subject  of  difference,  according  to  their  best  in- 
sight of  right,  equity  and  brotherly  love  and  truth. 

3.  If  difference  between  Synods  be  referred,  the  votes  thereon  shall  be 
taken  by  Synods,  and  the  referring  Synods  shall  have  no  vote. 

Sec.  VI.  The  General  Synod  may  devise  plans  for  Seminaries  of  Edu- 
cation and  Missionary  Institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  aid  of  poor  minis- 
ters, and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  poor  ministers,  and  endeavor  with 
the  help  of  God  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

Sec.  VII.  The  General  Synod  may  also  institute  and  create  a treasury, 
for  the  effectual  advancement  of  its  purposes. 

Sec.  VIII.  The  General  Synod  shall  apply  all  their  powers,  their  pray- 
ers and  their  means,  towards  the  prevention  of  schisms  among  us ; be 
sedulously  and  incessantly  regardful  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times, 
and  of  every  casual  rise  and  progress  of  unity  of  sentiment  among 
Christians  in  general,  in  order  that  the  blessed  opportunities  to  promote 
.concord  and  unity,  and  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  may  not 
pass  by  neglected  and  unavailing. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  General  Synod  shall  choose,  from  among  their  own  number  a 
President  and  a.Secretary;  and  from  among  their  own  number  or  else- 
where, as  soon  as  it  may  be  necessary,  a Treasurer.  They  shall  con- 
tinue iu  office  until  the  next  succeeding  convention.  The  same  person 
is  at  all  times  re-eligible  as  Secretary  or  Treasurer;  but  no  one  may  be 
elected  President  more  than  two  Conventions  in  succession,  and  the  same 
person  cannot  thereafter  be  elected  for  the  two  successively  following 
Conventions. 

* Sec.  I.  The  President  shall  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Convention.  He 
may  make  motions,  give  his  opinion,  and  vote  like  every  other  member. 
With  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  minister  of  the  place,  where  the 
Convention  is  held,  he  shall  appoint  the  several  preachers  during  the 
Convention.  He  shall  subscribe  all  letters,  written  advices,  resolutions 
and  proceedings  of  the  Synod.  In  extraordinary  cases,  and  by  request 


ol'  any  one  of  the  acknowledged  Synods,  made  known  to  him  in  the  form 
of  a Synodical  or  Ministerial  resolution,  he  may  call  together  special 
Conventions  of  the  General  Synod.  In  case  the  business  of  the  Secreta- 
ry become  too  burdensome  for  one  person  to  execute,  he  shall,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Secretary,  appoint  an  assistant  Secretary,  and  make 
known  to  him  what  portion  of  the  labors  he  ought  to  undertake. 

Sec.  II.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a journal  of  the  proceedings,  write, 
attest,  take  care  of  all  the  documents  and  writings,  make  known  the  time 
and  place  of  thg  Convention,  through  the  medium  of  the  public  prints,  at 
least  three  months  beforehand,  and  in  the  special  or  extraordinary  cases 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section,  he  shall  give  written  notice  thereof  to 
each  of  the  special  Synods  or  Ministeriums.  • 

Sec.  III.  If  the  President  or  Secretary,  in  the  intermediate  time  be- 
tween the  Conventions,  depart  this  life,  resign  his  office,  or  become  inca- 
pable of  executing  the  same,  the  next  in  office  shall  take  his  place 
and  perform  his  duties  ; if  it  be  the  Treasurer,  then  the  President  shall 
appoint  another  Treasurer,  ad  interim  in  his  stead. 

Sec.  IV.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Synod.  He  shall  give  receipts  for  all  moneys  put 
into  his  hands.  He  shall  not  pay  any  moneys  out  of  his  hands  but  by 
order  of  the  President,  attested  by  the  Secretary,  in  pursuance  of  a res- 
olution of  the  Synod  to  that  effect.  At  every  Convention  of  the  Synod 
he  shall  render  account. 

ARTICLE  Y. 

The  course  of  business  shall  be  conducted  as  follows,  viz  : 

1.  The  deputies  shall  give  personal  notice  of  their  arrival  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  place,  or  if  the  congregation  be  destitute  of  a minister,  to 
any  other  person  appointed  by  the  congregation  for  the  purpose,  who 
shall  make  known  to  them  their  place  of  residence,  and  the  place  where 
the  session  shall  be  held. 

2.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  first  week  day  of  the 
time  of  Convention,  the  session  shall  begin  and  be  opened  with  prayer. 

3.  The  President,  elected  by  the  former  Convention* shall  act  as  Chair- 
man till  another  President  be  chosen.  In  case  of  his  absence  the 
persons  present  may,  on  motion  made  and  seconded,  appoint  another  in 
his  stead. 

4.  The  members  shall  give  in  to  the  Chairman  their  attestations  or  cer- 
tificates. For  all  the  deputies  from  any  one  particular  Synod,  one  certifi- 
cate, signed  by  the  President  and  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  that 
Synod,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  all  the  members  of  the  same 
Synod  shall  sit  together. 

5.  If  a majority  of  the  deputies  of  a majority  of  the  Synods,  attached 
to  the  General  Synod,  be  present,  the  business  shall  go  on.  If  this  pro- 
portion be  lacking,  the  members  present  may  from  time  to  time  post- 


pose  the  session  of  the  convention. 

6.  The  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  so  soon  as  the  members  shall  have 
given  in  their  certificates. 

7.  The  Proceedings  of  the  former  convention  shall  be  read  by  the 
Secretary. 

8.  Hereupon  follow  the  several  portions  of  business  according  to  ar- 
ticle III.  section  for  section. 

9.  Now  other  mixed  motions  may  be  made,  concerning  the  subjects 
already  discussed,  or  any  other  matters  that  may  occur. 

10.  In  conclusion,  the  General  Synod  shall  appoint,  by  ballot,  the 
time  and  place  of  the  next' Convention,  observing  at  all  times,  however, 
that  one  convention,  at  least,  be  held  every  three  years. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  General  Synod  may  make  whatever  by-laws  they  may  deem  ne- 
cessary ; provided  only,  that  the  said  by-laws  do  not  contradict  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution. 

No  alteration  of  this  Constitution  may  be  made  except  by  the  con- 
sent of  two-thirds  of  the  Synods  attached  to  this  Convention ; an  exact 
copy  of  the  intended  alterations  to  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  all  the 
Presidents  of  the  District  Synods  in  connection  with  this  body,  with  the 
request,  that  they  would  lay  them  before  their  respective  Synods  for  de- 
cision. If  at  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  it  shall  ap- 
appear  from  their  minutes  that  two-thinds  of  the  District  Synods  are  in 
favor  of  the  alterations,  they  shall  accordingly  be  made. 

Signed,  October  24th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1820. 

Of  Pennsylvania — J.  Geo.  Schmucker,  Geo.  Lochaian,  Christian 
Endress,  F.  W.  Geissenhainer,  II.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Christian  Kun- 
kel,  Vm.  Hensel,  Peter  Slighter. 

Of  New  York — Philip  F.  Mayer,  F.  C.  Schaeffer. 

Of  North  Carolina — Gottl.  Schober,  Peter  Schmucker. 

Of  Maryland — Daniel  Kurtz,  D.  F.  Schaeffer,  Geo,  Sciiryock. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  EVAGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 


A meeting  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  was  held  at  Pittsburg,  in  the  Eng- 
lish Lutheran  church,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1859. 

Rev.  Dr.  Baker,  President  of  the  Society  being  prevented 
by  sickness  from  attending  the  meeting,  Rev.  Dr.  Morris, 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair.  The  Rev.  W.  M. 
Baum  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Hay  was  appointed  Secretary  pro.  tern. 

Rev.  Messrs.  W.  D.  Strobcl,  W.  P.  Ruthrauff  and  J.  II. 
Heck  were  appointed  a Committe  to  nominate  officers,  who 
reported  the  following : 

President. — John  C.  Baker,  D.  D. 

Vice  Presidents. — L.  Eichelberger,  D.  D.,  J.  G.  Morris, 
D.  D.,  G.  A.  Lintner,  D.  D.,  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  S.  Sprech- 
er,  D.  D.,  Prof.  F.  Springer,  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss.  Prof.  M. 
Jacobs,  S.  W.  Harkey,  D.  D.,  G.  B.  Miller,  D.  D.,  A.  H. 
Lochman,  D.  D.,  W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D.,  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D., 
Rev.  F.  W.  Geissenhainer,  H.  L,  Baugher.  D.  D.,  Rev.  W. 
II.  Harrison,  Rev.  P.  Glenn,  Rev.  J.  Manning,  Hon.  W. . 
Dock,  Charles  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  P.  W.  Engs,  Esq.,  John 
Boats,  Esq.,  J.  D.  Martin,  Esq.,  II.  II.  Vandyke,  Esq.,  Pe- 
ter Graff,  Esq. 

Recording  Secretary. — Rev.  Charles  A.  Hay. 
Corresponding  Secretary. — Rev.  J.  Z.  Scnderling. 
Auditors. — Isaac  Sulger,  L.  L.  Lloupt. 

Treasurer. — Martin  Buehler. 

Executive  Committee. — Rev.  Messrs.  II.  N.  Pohlman,  D. 
D.,  J.  L.  Schock,  IV.  N.  Sholl,  W.  D.  Strobel,  D.  D.,  and 
J.  Z.  Scnderling. 
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The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  then  presen- 
ted by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  J.  Z.  Senderling,  _ 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  presenting  to  the  Society  our  Tenth  Biennial  Report,  we  would  in- 
vite its  members  to  join  us  in  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church,  for  the  auspicious  circumstances  under  which  we  meet.  The 
lives  of  our  Missionaries,  and  their  health  and  strength,  have  been  preserv- 
ed, and  no  untoward  event  has  been  permitted  to  impede  their  progress,  or 
to  mar  their  happiness.  We  have  now  ten  missionaries  in  our  employ,  two 
of  whom  have  been  permitted  to  return  home  for  a season,  to  recruit. 
The  rest  are  laboring  at  their  respective  posts,  with  acceptance  and  suc- 
cess. The  Synod  of  India,  we  are  happy  to  state,  after  an  intermission 
of  one  or  two  years,  held  its  Fourth  Annual  Convention,  Dec.  25th, 
1858,  in  Rajahmundry,  at  which  much  business  of  an  important  char- 
acter was  transacted.  We  would  also  announce,  that  the  mission  has 
been  favored  with  some  precious  tokens  of  the  Divine  Presence.  Four- 
teen adult  persons  have  been  added  to  the  churches,  and  some  thirty  more 
are  inquiring  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved.  To  God  be  all  the  praise ! 

State  of  the  Mission. 

Return  of  Missionaries. — Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer  left  his  station  qt  Rajah- 
mundry  in  the  spring  of  1857.  A letter  dated  May  4th,’  Red  Sea,  nearly 
opposite  Mount  Sinai,  gave  us  the  first  information  of  his  departure. 
That  station  was  consequently  left  destitute  of  Missionaries,  until  Brother 
Heise  arrived  in  the  fall.  The  vacancy  at  this  station  our  Committee 
deeply  regretted.  Mr.  Heyer’s  apology  for  leaving  at  the  time  he  did,  is 
expressed  in  his  letter  of  March  2d,  1857.  '‘Brother  Heise  informed  me 
some  time  ago,  that  he  would  have  returned  to  India  last  year,  but  the 
Executive  Committee  had  requested  him  to  come  to  America,  where  he 
is  at  present.  When  he  may  be  expected  here  I know  not.  Having 
waited  for  him  two  years,  instead  of  one,  as  at  first  arranged,  I do  not  feel 
inclined  to  stop  here  longer  under  such  uncertainties.”  In  regard  to  his 
health,  which,  he  had  maintained,  could  not  endure  another  hot  season, 
he  writes  May  4th,  on  ship-board ; “With  the  exception  -of  occasional 
pain  in  my  right  side,  I have  nothing  to  complain  of  with  regard  to  my 
health.  The  case  would  have  been  different,  if  I had  remained  during 
May  and  June.” 

Return  of  Brother  Gronning  to  Germany.  In  our  last  Report,  we 
laid  before  the  Society  the  request  of  this  Brother,  that  he.  with  his  fam- 
ily, might  be  released,  for  a season,  from  their  labors  in  India.  He  had 
been  there  twelve  years,  and  the  Committee  feeling  that  he  needed  a 
change,  cheerfully  acceded  to  his  wishes.”  In  a letter  dated  Hamburg, 
Sept.  28,  1858,  he  writes  : ‘After  a voyage  of  four  months  and  nine  days, 
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we  arrived  safely  in  London.  Blessed  be  God  for  Ins  unspeakable  mercy 
in  having  preserved  us  all  on  the  mighty  deep.  We  had  no  storm  around 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  no  sickness  on  board  except  among  the  na- 
tive crew.”  At  Hamburg  his  friends  came  on  board,  and  received  them 
with  “almost  unspeakable  joy.” 

Mrs.  Lorena  Gunn.  Our  official  relations  with  Mrs.  Gunn  ceased 
July  1st,  1858.  The  following  action  of  our  Board  took  place  at  Albany 
Dec.  7th,  1857.  Whereas  Mrs.  Gunn  has  permanently  located  herself  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  and  can  no  longer  co-operate  in  the  work  in  which  we 
o,re  engaged:  Resolved , That  Mrs.  Gunn  be  notified,  that  her  connection 
with  this  Board  will  be  dissolved  July  1st,  1858. 

The  Palnaud. — At  present  we  have  no  resident  Missionary  at  this  sta- 
tion, although  this  seems  to  have  been,  in  a certain  sense,  the  most  flour- 
ishing of  them  all.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Heyer  was  the  founder  of  this  mission 
and,  during  bis  residence  there,  the  membership  rose  at  one  time,  to 
nearly  200.  Time,  however,  proved,  as  we  had  feared,  that  they  had 
been  admitted  too  hastily,  as  numbers  of  them  fell  away,  while  others 
seemed  to  have  no  clear  views  of  the  plan  of  salvation.  The  station  has 
been  visited  and  attended  to  by  the  Brethren  Grbnning,  Cotter,  Snyder 
and  now  by  Messrs.  Snyder  and  Unangst.  ' It  has  always  seemed  to  be 
dear  to  Mr.  Stokes,  and  to  it  his  money  is  still  contributed.  We  owed 
him  upwards  of  300  rupees,  money  which  he  had  loaned  to  our  returning 
Missionaries,  and  which  he  very  kindly  permitted  us  to  retain  until  we 
were  able  to  repay  him.  In  his  last  letter  to  us,  he  begs  our  Committee 
to  accept  said  amount  as  a donation  to  be  applied  exclusively  for  the 
evangelization  in  the  Palnaud.  The  last  accounts  gave  to  the  Palnaud 
over  50  communicants,  5 families  had  been  receiving  instructions  with  a 
view  to  baptism.  There  are  preaching  places  7 $ schools  7 ; teachers  7 ; 
scholars  52. 

Gvntoor. — Ordained  Missionaries,  2 (Revs.  Wm.  E.  Snyder,  Erias 
Unangst) ; Assistants  2 (Mrs.  Snyder,  Mrs.  Unangst)  5 Natives,  Catechist, 
1 ; Colporteurs,  2. 

These  Missionaries  reached  their  field  of  labor  about  the  14th  of 
March,  1858.  Brother  Snyder  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Eng- 
lish School,  and  as  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  Missionary,  to  exer- 
cise something  of  a supervision  over  the  mission.  These  Brethren  have 
charge  also  of  the  Palnaud,  and  appoint,  send  out  and  pay  the  teachers, 
catechist,  and  colporteurs.  The  Brethren  will,  probably,  recollect  that 
the  question  of  a government  school  at  this  station  was  left  finally  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Missionaries  on  the  ground.  Rev.  Mr.  Snyder  writes  un- 
der date  of  Aug.  28th,  1858 : “I  have  recently  made  application  for  a grant 
in  aid  for  an  English  school,  but  have  as  yet  had  no  reply  to  my  letter. 
The  Inspector,  Capt.  McDonald  was  here  two  days  examining  the  school. 
He  encouraged  me  to  make  the  application.  They  have,  indeed,  been  de- 
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ferring  the  establishment  of  a school  here,  in  hopes,  we  might  be  induced 
to  make  the  application.  The  school  now  numbers  52  boys  of  almost 
every  caste,  about  one  half  of  whom  are  Brahmins.  In  addition  to  this> 
there  are  5 other  vernacular  schools  in  and  around  Guntoor,  with  7 teach- 
ers. In  the  girls’  there  are  between  30  and  40  scholars,  9 of  whom  are 
boarders.  In  the  Telugu  school  here  there  are  about  30  pupils  and  in 
the  neighboring  village  about  25.  So  that  the  total  here  and  in  the 
Palnaud  will  he  about  200.  Joseph,  Catechist,  is  engaged  in  distribut- 
ing the  Scriptures  for  the  Madras  Bible  Society,  under  our  superintend- 
ence. Peter  is  acting  as  Colporteur  for  the  American  Tract  Society,  dis- 
tributing tracts  throughout  the  District.  Joseph  also  spends  a portion  of 
his  time  in  the  same  manner.  He  has  spoken  from  July  to  December 
last,  in  114  villages,  visited  292  families,  given  away  145  portions  of 
Scripture,  and  sold  42.  In  7 villages  the  people,  mostly  Pariahs,  desired 
Christian  schools.  During  7 months  Peter  visited  189  villages,  554  fam- 
ilies, gave  away  620  books  and  sold  89.  The  reports  of  these  two  native 
helpers  are  very  interesting  and  will  be  given  to  our  churches  through 
the  papers.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  dispensed  (Aug.  27th,  1858)  to 
above  30  communicants. 

Brother  Snyder  writes  again,  Jan.  17th,  1858:  “It  will  he  interesting 
to  learn  that  since  my  last  Report,  we  have  been  permitted  to  baptize  8 
adults.  One  of  these  is  the  only  fruit  of  bazar  preaching.  He  is  very 
sincere  in  the  profession  of  his  faith.  He  has  suffered  some  persecution 
from  his  friends.  The  great  source  from  which  our  churches  here  are 
to  be  filled  up,  is  from  the  Christian  schools,  scattered  here  and  there 
among  the  villages.  At  this  time  there  are  probably  as  many  as  20  or 
30  in  the  various  villages,  here  and  in  the  Palnaud,  waiting  to  receive 
the  ordinance  of  baptism.  In  a few  weeks  we  expect  to  visit  that 
interesting  field,  when,  God  willing,  we  shall  have  many  baptisms  to 
report.” 

Brother  Unangst  writes,  Aug.  21,  1858  : “Yesterday  Brother  Snyder 
and  I went  out  to  Jamalagadda,  partly  to  visit  and  partly  to  preach  to 
the  people.  We  were  happy  to  find  the  people  so  willing  to  hear  the 
truth.  Some  50  or  more  surrounded  us,  when  we  came  into  the  town. 
An  old  man,  Simeon’s  uncle,  was  present,  and  seemed  to  be  very  much 
concerned  about  his  soul.” 

This  mission  field  embraces  Guntoor  and  the  Palnaud.  It  has  4 mis- 
sionaries, 2 ordained  and  2 assistant ; 3 native  helpers ; 92  communi- 
cants, of  whom  50  are  scattered  among  some  ten  or  twelve  villages,  70 
miles  west  of  Guntoor;  14  or  15  schools,  with  above  200  scholars;  1 Sun- 
day School,  with  53  scholars.  Who  that  will  carefully  survey  the  whole 
ground,  and  consider  the  numerous  claims  upon  these  two  American 
families,  can  withhold  their  sympathies,  prayers  and  aid  ? He  that  loves 
Jesus  more  than  lie  loves  life,  and  is  a suitable  candidate  for  the  foreign 
10 
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field,  can  scarce  resist  the  Macedonian  cry,  “Come  over  and  help  us.” 

JlajaJinmndry. — Ordained  Missionaries  2 (Rev.  F.  A.  Heise,  Rev. 
Adam  Long) ; Assistants  2 (Mrs.  Heise,  Mrs.  Long) ; Catechist  1 ; 
Colporteur  1. 

Brother  Heise  was  at  his  post  Sept.  1857,  and  Brother  Long,  March, 
1858.  The  former  writes,  Nov.  11,  1858  : “Yesterday  we  celebrated  the 
Lord’s  Supper  in  our  native  church.  Three  weeks  ago  I had  the  pleas- 
ure of  baptizing  a sepoy  and  his  wife.  Both  give  us  much  satisfaction. 
Our  schools  are  doing  very  well  through  the  Lord’s  blessing.  In  the 
English  school  we  have  nearly  80  boys,  and  in  6 Telugu  schools  we  have 
about  160  boys.  In  the  girls’  school  there  are  about  45  scholars.  I 
have  distributed  2,000  Iracts  by  means  of  some  of  our  friends.  A very 
large  number  of  these  tracts  have  come  into  the  hands  of  the  educated 
natives,  and  native  servants  of  the  government.  There  are,  then,  in  this 
station,  22  communicants,  8 schools,  13  teachers,  285  scholars.” 

Brother  Long  writes,  Aug.  16,  1858;  “We  have  divine  service  every 
Sabbath  at  8 A.  M.,  when  Brother  Heise  usually  preaches,  and  at  5 P. 
M.,  a young  man  speaks  (Joseph,  a native  Catechist).  The  congre- 
gation numbers,  on  an  average,  120.  Instruction  is  given  also  to  the 
young,  which,  through  the  divine  blessing,’  must  exert  a salutary  influ- 
ence upon  the  rising  generation.  The  population  here  ranges  from 
15,000  to  18,000.  The  great  mass  of  the  most  intelligent  and  influen- 
tial portion  of  community  has  scarcely  been  touched  (i.  e.  savingly). 
Although  the  truth  has  been  uttered  by  the  living  voice,  and  commu- 
nicated by  books,  tracts,  and  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  heart  is  still 
unsubdued,  the  people  still  worship  idols.”  This  may  be  all,  in  a cer- 
tain sense,  true  ; but  how  far  the  truth  sown  in  their  hearts  may  have 
uprooted  idol  worship,  God  only  knows.  The  church  at  home,  and  our 
brethren  in  India  must  know  that  God’s  word  “will  not  return  to  him 
void.”  When  that  great  event  shall  take  place,  when  “a  nation  shall 
be  born  in  a day,”  it  will  then  appear  how  long,  and  through  what 
means  and  instrumentalities,  the  truth  of  God  had  been  secretly  working, 
in  bringing  about  the  glorious  result. 

Brother  Heise  communicates  some  interesting  intelligence,  which  per- 
haps, had  better  be  given  in  his  own  words : “I  have  to  report  to  you  a 
circumstance  which  is  rather  interesting.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ochs,  one  of 
the  Leipzig  missionaries,  has  written  me  a letter,  in  which  he  mentions 
that  he  and  several  other  missionaries  of  that  society  have  changed 
their  views  in  regard  to  caste  among  the  native  Christians.  Hitherto 
they  have  allowed  their  converts  to  observe  the  distinction  of  caste, 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  other  denominations  without  exception. 
The  Leipzig  Society  has  of  late  become  more  decided  in  keeping  up 
the  system  among  the  converts.  These  missionaries  being  convinced 
that  such  a course  is  "wrong,  are  upon  the  point  of  separating  from  their 
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Society.  As  Lutherans,  they  would  like'  to  join  a Lutheran  Society,  and 
have  offered  their  services  to  your  Board.  They  would  like  to  remain  in 
the  Tamul  country,  which  would  require  the  establishment  of  several 
new  missionary  stations.”  The  Executive  Committee  have  considered 
the  proposal  of  Mr.  Ochs  and  his  brethren,  and  resolved  (Sept.  25th, 
1858,)  that  while  we  rejoice  at  the  position  assumed  by  the  Leipzig 
missionaries  in  regard  to  caste,  we  do  not  feel  at  liberty,  with  the  light 
before  us,  to  accept  or  reject  their  proposal.  Brother  Heise  has  been 
directed  to  continue  the  correspondence  ; to  ascertain  their  number, 
location,  plan  of  operation,  and  the  probable  expense  of  supporting 
them.  When  we  shall  have  ascertained  all  these  facts,  we  will,  under 
the  Divine  guidance,  seek  such  a conclusion  as  will  redound  to  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ.  Brother  Heise  writes  again,  Jan. 
8th,  1859:  “Your  resolutions  I have  commnnicated  to  the  Leipzig 
brethren,  and  expect  an  answer  soon.  Mr.  Stokes,  to  whom  the  Sec- 
retary, in  a recent  communication,  had  incidentally  mentioned  the  above 
proposal,  thus  writes  : “If  some  of  the  Leipzig  missionaries,  especially 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ochs,  should  join  you,  I shall  be  truly  glad.” 

Recapitulation. 

There  are  connected  with  our  mission  in  India  : 10  missionaries  ; 110 
communicants ; 2 catechists  ; 3 colporteurs  ; 21  schools  ; 22  teachers-; 
485  scholars  ; 1 Sunday  school ; 4 native  youths  who  are  preparing  for 
the  gospel  ministry. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements. 


Receipts, $11,876  18 

Disbursements, 11,697  64 

Balance  in  the  treasury, ; $181  54 


A Neio  Mission  Proposed. — At  the  last  Synod  of  the  New  York 
Miuisterium,  the  fact  that  China  was  now  open  to  the  labors  of  the 
Christian  missionary,  was  stated  and  enlarged  upon,  and  a desire 
manifested  by  many  of  the  brethren  that  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this 
country  should  take  advantage  of  the  opening.  After  a thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject,  it  was  unanimously  “Sesolved,  That  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a mission  in  China  be  commended  to  the 
special  attention  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  United  States.”  A similar  resolution  was  also  adopted 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hartwick  Synod,;  with  the  additional  request 
that  the  Society  establish  such  Mission  at  the  earliest  practicable  pe- 
riod. The  Executive  Committee  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  importance 
and  feasibility  of  such  a measure ; and  only  wait  the  action  of  the 
Society  to  enter  at  once  upon  this  new  and  inviting  field. 
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Requests. — The  burden  of  the  requests  of  our  brethren  in  India  are 
comprised  in  the  following  extracts.  Says  one,  writing  from  Eajah- 
mundry,  January  18th  : “I  hope  your  prayers  are  offered  up  for  us 
continually.  0,  that  we  and  our  mission  might  be  remembered  in 
your  meetings  for  prayer!  Please  present  our  case  to  God’s  people, 
his  faithful  ones.” 

Another,  from  Guntoor,  writes,  Jan.  17th:  “I  trust,  in  the  midst  of 
the  great  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  dear  native  land,  our 
little  flocks  here  are  not  forgotten,  but  that  many  an  ardent  prayer 
ascends  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  their  behalf.”  “Finally,  brethren, 
pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  course  and  be 
glorified,  even  as  it  is  with  you.” 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  embodied  in  this  Report,  what  can,  what 
ought  your  Committee  to  say,  but  that  God  is  with  our  Mission,  our 
Society,  and  its  Executive  Board.  It  is  said : “In  the  bright  lexicon 
of  truth,  there  is  no  such  word  as  fail."  If  we  hallow  the  sentiment, 
and  say,  “in  the  Divine  word  of  truth,  there  is  no  such  word  as  fail,”  we 
have  omnipotence,  infinite  wisdom,  and  the  immeasurable  love  of  the 
Redeemer  to  verify  the  sentiment.  Only  believers,  however,  can  use 
such  bold  language.  For  it  is  written,  “All  things  are  possible  to  him 
that  believeth.”  “He  that  believeth  shall  not  be  confounded.”  We  have 
faith  to  believe  that  we  shall  not  fail ; and  we  are  encouraged  by  the  fact, 
that,  under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  after  years  of  trial,  patient  endur- 
ance and  toil,  our  Foreign  Mission  has  at  length  obtained  a standing  and 
permanency  that  enables  us,  thank  God,  to  breathe  freely.  To  Him,  and 
only  to  Him,  be  all  the  glory  ascribed,  “world  without  end  !”  Amen. 

J.  Z.  SENDERLING,  Cor.  Sec., 
HENRY  N.  POHLMAM, 

W.  D.  STROBEL, 

JAMES  L.  SCHOCK, 

ADAM  CROUNSE,  ’ 

Executive  Committee. 

After  accepting  tliis  report,  the  Society  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  various  topics  presented  in  it  requiring  action  at  this 
time.  In  reference  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee 
•with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Gunn,  it  was  Resolved , That 
the  Society  approve  the  same. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  committee  concerning  the 
case  of  the  missionaries  who,  for  conscientious  scruples,  had 
left  the  employ  of  the  Leipzig  Missionary  Society,  it  was 

Resolved , That  in  case  brother  Heise  makes  a favorable  re- 


port  concerning  them,  the  committee  be  authorized  to  take 
them  under  the  care  of  our  Society. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  President. 

Prayer  by  Itev.  Mr.  Neuman. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

May  25,  1859. 

The  report  of  the  Auditing  committee  was  adopted  as  fob* 
lows : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  to  exam- 
ine the  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  respectfully  report ; 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  amount  in  detail  and  compa- 
red the  disbursements  with  the  accompanying  vouchers,  and  the  whole  is 
found  to  be  correct. 

The  balance  on  hand  is  shown  to  be  $604  96. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  L.  HOUPT, 
ISAAC  SULGER. 

Pittsburg,  May  29,  1859. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Strobel,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  entertain  the  project  of  a Chi- 
nese Mission  fovorably,  whilst  we  are  not  at  present  prepared 
to  act,  but  we  would  direct  the  Executive  Committee  to 
watch  the  developments  of  Providence,  so  as  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  first  opening  which  may  be  presented. 

Application  having  been  made  for  an  additional  appropia- 
tion  of  $300  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Gunn,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  course,  of  the  Executive  Committee 
in  making  an  appropriation  on  her  behalf  at  this  time,  of 
$50,  be  approved,  and  that  we  instruct  them  to  present  her 
case  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Pastors’  Fund  with  an  earnest 
request  for  her  substantial  relief. 

Adjourned. 

CHARLES  A.  HAY, 

Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 


A meeting  of  tlie  Home  Missionary  Society  was  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  May,  21st,  1859. 

Kcv.  B.  Kurtz,  1).  D.,  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  by  Dr. 
McCron. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  commencing  tlieir  sixth  report,  the  Executive  Committee  would  ex- 
press their  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  goodness  with  which  He 
has  sustained  the  Society,  during  the  two  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
the  last  meeting  in,  Reading.  Severe  financial  embarrassments  over  our 
whole  country  have  not  been  without  their  influence  on  the  treasury  of  the 
Society ; and  nothing  but  the  goodness  of  our  Heavenly  Father  has  ena- 
bled the  Executive  Committee  to  carry  on  their  Missionary  operations, 
even  under  the  economical  restrictions,  which  an  almost  exhausted  treas- 
ury demanded.  To  His  gracious  name  be  the  praise  and  the  glory  ! 

Since  the  last  meeting,  in  Reading,  the  following  ministers  have  re- 
ceived assistance  from  the  Society,  but  are  now  in  self-sustaining  con- 
gregations : 


1. 

Rev. 

William  Thompson,... 

...Owatonia,  Min 

2. 

it 

Reuben  Weiser, 

...Des  Moines,  Iowa 

it 

3. 

a 

Jonas  Swenson, 

....Sugar  Grove,  Pa 

tt 

4. 

tt 

Jonas  Fulmer, 

...Gardiner,  111 

Li 

5. 

a 

J.  G.  Donmeyer, 

....Foreston,  111 

it 

C. 

a 

J.  Sinsabaugh, 

...Lancaster,  Ohio 

it 

7. 

tt 

W.  II.  Wynn, 

...Hamilton,  Ohio 

it 

8. 

a 

A.  H.  Scherer, 

...Sharpsville,  Ind 

it 

9. 

a 

J.  G.  Schaeffer, 

...Keokuk,  Iowa 

it 

10. 

a 

W.  Tryday, 

...Ottowa,  111 

it 

11. 

it 

Thomas  W.  Kemp,.... 

...Chicago,  111 

a 

12. 

it 

Geo.  Walker, 

...Svracuse,  Ind 

it 

13. 

it 

A.  A.  Scheie, 

...Milwaukie,  Mich 

it 

14. 

a 

Norelius,  (E.) 

...Redwing,  Mich 

It 

15. 

a 

B.  F.  Hills, 

...Fairfield  Centre,  Ind 

It 

16. 

a 

G . W.  Schaeffer, 

...Newton,  Iowa 

it  • 

17. 

“ 

F.  Ruthraufij 

...  Wrights  ville,  Pa 

it 

79 


is. : 

Rev. 

N.  J.  Nash  old, 

Carlisle,  Pa 

, .Removed. 

19. 

U 

C.  F.  Diehl, 

..Disconti'd. 

20. 

u 

H.  Wells, 

...Columbia,  Ind 

..Withdrawn* 

21. 

li 

J.  Steck, 

...Davenport,  Iowa 

a 

22. 

u 

A.  A.  Trimper, 

....Knoxville,  Iowa... 

u 

23. 

a 

J.  Manning, 

....Birmingham,  Iowa 

a 

24. 

u 

J.  F.  Zizelman, 

....San  Antonio,  Texas 

(6 

25. 

u 

N.  B.  Little, 

....Urbana,  Ohio 

u 

2G. 

u 

Lewis  Hippee, 

ii 

27. 

u 

Josiah  Zimmerman,.. 

. . . .Millerstown,  Pa 

a 

28. 

u 

F.  Roth, 

Columbus,  Ind 

u 

29. 

cc 

J.  G.  Hammer, 

Aledo  111 

ct 

30. 

u 

P.  Glenn, 

u 

31. 

u 

P.  L.  Harrison, 

....Millville,  Ohio 

u 

32. 

u 

J.  F.  Bayer, 

u 

33. 

u 

A.  Axline, 

a 

34. 

u 

E.  Carlson, 

u 

35. 

a 

C.  Martin, 

a u 

u 

3G. 

u 

J.  F.  Fahs, 

u 

37. 

u 

N.  Paltzgroff, 

u 

38. 

u 

J.  Selmser, 

a 

39. 

u 

S.  McReynolds, 

u 

The 

following  are  still  sustained  by  the  Society. 

40. 

Rev. 

A.  M.  Gei°*er; 

Tipton,  Iowa 

41. 

u 

J.  B.  Baltzly, 

42. 

■ u 

C.Kuhl, 

43. 

u 

J.  L.  Galbraith, 

44. 

u 

L.  H.  Norem, 

45. 

u 

C.  A.  Fritze, 

46. 

u 

D.  Smith, 

47. 

u 

F.  0.  MerLitz, 

48. 

u 

J.  Geiger, 

49. 

u 

O.  Anfinson, .., 

50. 

u 

P.  A.  Cedarstan, 

51. 

u 

J.  Boetticher, 

52. 

u 

Jno.  Zuvlanek, 

53. 

u 

D.  Sprecher, 

54. 

u 

P.  Karbach, 

55. 

u 

P.  Raby,.. 

56. 

u 

P.  Bergstresser, 

57. 

LC 

C.  F.  Heyer, 

58. 

u 

A.  B.  Kirtland, 

59. 

u 

W.L.Heiser, 

80 


60.  Rev.  P.  Beckman, Cannon  Falls,  Min. 

C.l.  “ J.  G.  Keisel, Muscatine,  Iowa 

62.  “ J.  II.  W.  Stuckenberg,.... Davenport,  Iowa. 

63.  “ J.  G.  Biddle, La  Grange,  Ind 

64.  “ M.  Mallinson, Minneiska,  Min 

65.  “ J.  H.  Hoffman, Arcadia,  Ohio 

66.  “ Geo.  A.  Bowers, Chicago,  111 

67.  “ L>.  S.  Altman...... Knoxville,  111 

Of  this  number  forty-nine  have  been  appointed  or  re-appointed  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  twenty-one  of  whom  have  withdrawn,  ma- 
king the  whole  number  aided  by  the  Society,  since  its  organization  in 
1845,  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

The  parochial  reports  show  the  following  items  of  industrial  success 
in  our  missions:  Baptized  973  infants  and  104  adults;  confirmed  506; 
received  by  certificate  or  profession  463  ; Sunday  schools  established  56, 
attended  by  3,426  scholars ; Churches  built  28 ; congregations  organ- 
ized 47;  amount  contributed  to  missions  $276  ; while  in  pastoral  labor 
and  family  visitation,  and  untiring  exertion  for  the  salvation  of  souls 
much  might  be  legitimately  said  in  praise.- 

Since  our  last  meeting,  the  Rev.  Charles  Martin,  M.  D.,  was  appointed 
superintendent,  and  filled  the  post  for  about  seven  months,  when  finding 
that  the  expense  to  the  society  was  greatly  beyond  the  advantage  accru- 
ing from  the  office,  he  generously  resigned,  and  assumed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  duties  of  missionary  in  Chicago. 
As  it  is  not  so  much  a superintendent,  but  a collecting  agent  that  is  re- 
quired, the  attention  of  the  Society  is  called  to  this  fact.  The  duties  of  a 
superintendent  can  all  be  discharged  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
while  perhaps  a collecting  agent  might  be  of  financial  advantage.  We 
have  had  no  such  traveling  agent  in  the  field  since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  society,  and  if  our  ministers  would  urge  the  cause  on  their  churches, 
we  might  spare  the  expense  of  one  hereafter.  The  Committe  gave  no 
small  portion  of  their  time  to  the  business  entrusted  to  them,  and  are 
frequently  called  upon  to  decide  important  and  delicate  questions. 
Nothing  presents  more  serious  difficulties  than  the  question  of  continu- 
ing aid  to  missionaries,  when  reports  indicate  a most  unpromising  state 
of  things  in  their  churches.  If  we  were  to  discontinue  the  aid,  the  mis- 
sionary would  be  compelled  to  leave;  and  yet  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
experiment  is  worth  the  money  it  cost  to  sustain  it ; and  whether  the 
same  man  might  not  be  more  usefully  employed  elsewhere,  or  whether 
another  man  might  not  be  more  successful  in  the  same  field. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  often  directed  to  fields  which  should 
be  occupied  ; and  they  have  sometimes  been  unjustly  censured  for  not 
sending  men  and  means.  The  Committee  do  not  feel  bound  to  furnish 
men  unless  the  church  supply  the  means  ; and  even  if  the  means  were  at 
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hand,  the  men  may  be  wanting.  Almost  every  week,  our  papers  contain 
appeals  for  ministers  from  various  churches,  which  promise  a good  sup- 
port, and  yet  most  of  them  appeal  in  vain.  If  this  be  so,  how  can  it  be 
expected,  that  your  Committee  should  furnish  men  for  places  which 
promise  nothing  towards  their  support. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  a lively  interest  was  displayed  on 
the  subject  of  a mission  in  San  Francisco.  Glorious  descriptions  of  the 
ripeness  of  the  field  were  given;  but  correspondence  with  judicious  men 
in  that  city,  did  not  encourage  the  Committee  to  act  without  grave  con- 
sideration. Besides  this,  the  Committee  have  not  found  any  man,  who 
was  willing  to  go,  perfectly  qualified,  in  their  judgment,  for  that  field. 

The  frequent  abstracts  of  reports  published  in  our  Church  Journals 
render  it  unnecessary  to  encumber  this  report  with  minute  details  of  the 
operations  of  the  Society. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  operations  of  the  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Ministerium  of  New  York,  the  Alleghany  Synod  and  the 
Pittsburg  Synod : 

The  Ministerium  of  New  York  has  sustained  from  its  funds  six  mis- 
sionary stations,  viz  : Hoboken,  New  Jersey ; Poughkeepsie,  West  Ley- 
don,  Oswego,  Lyons  and  Oswego,  New  York,  all  German  stations  under 
the  charge  of  five  pastors,  and  at  an  expense  of  $350  or  $700,  since  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Society. 

W.  D.  STROBEL. 

Superintendent  of  Home  Missions. 

Alleghany  Synod  beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  the  years  1857  and  1858 
we  had  six  missionaries  under  our  care,  and  several  of  this  number  are 
continued  the  present  year.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  missions 
and  the  amount  contributed  to  each  : Omaha  City,  Nebraska  Territory, 
$500;  Jefferson,  $200  ; Germany,  $100;  Cherry  Tree,  $200  ; Clearfield, 
$100  ; Karthouse,  $200;  making  a total  of  $1,300. 

Respectfully, 

D.  SWOPE. 

The  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod  transmits  the 
following  report  of  its  operations  during  the  Synodical  years  1757-8  : 

la  the  year  1857  the  society  had  under  its  care  in  Canada  West  six 
missions.  Of  these,  three  were  supplied  with  missionaries  and  the  rest 
vacant,  hut  occasionally  supplied  with  preaching.  Wheeling,  Va.,  one — • 
Texas,  one,  and  five  in  the  immediate  hounds  of  the  Synod,  making  a 
total  of  thirteen  missions  with  nine  settled  missionaries.  During  this 
year  there  was  paid  into  the  treasury  by  collections  the  sum  of  $330  15, 
which  with  $250,  received  from  the  Pennsylvatia  Synod,  makes  $580  15. 

In  the  year  1858,  there  were  in  Canada  West  eight  missions,  and 
iu  the  immediate  hounds  of  the  Synod  six,  making  in  all  fourteen.  The 
11 
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collections  this  year  amounted  to  $686  15,  which,  with  $250  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Synod  made  a sum  total  of  $936  15. 

These  receipts  being  inadequate  to  meet  the  appropriations,  made  to 
the  mission,  the  Treasurer  was  obliged  to  borrow  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. 

The  Society  is  still  prosecuting  with  zeal  its  efforts,  in  the  home  field. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  just  closed  will  show  a considerable  increase, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  new  missions  have  been  laid  out.  During  the 
year  embraced  in  the  report,  several  missions  became  self  sustaining. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  WATERS. 

And  in  conclusion,  it  is  earnestly  desired  that  the  cause  of  Home  Mis- 
sions will  find  a warm  interest  at  the  hands  of  all  who  love  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  that  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  not  be 
permitted  to  hang  down  or  grow  weak,  by  want  of  funds  to  carry  on  the 
operations  of  the  Society. 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

JOHN  McCRON, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  to  collect  the  statistics  of  the  Home  Missionary 
operations  of  the  several  District  Synods,  and  incorporate 
them  in  his  report  to  be  published  in  the  minutes  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  committee  to  nominate 
officers,  viz:  Dr.  S.  S.  Schmucker,  Dr.  W.  M.  Reynolds, 
Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  Messrs.  Gebhart  and  Smyser. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  was  then  presented  and  the  reca- 


pitulation of  it  read  as  follows  : 

Balance  in  Treasury  as  per  last  report  to  General  Synod $2073  96 

Amount  received  from  May  10,  1857,  to  May  17,  1859 7092  52 

$9166  48 

Deduct  total  amount  of  disbursements  during  same  time 8055  79 

Cash  balance  in  Treasury $1110  69 

Baltimore  City  six  per  cent,  stock 200  00 

$1310  69 


$2266  25 


Amount  of  appropriationa  made  to  Missionaries  at  present, 

and  falling  due  during  the  year  till  May  1860  

Respectfully  submitted, 

JACOB  R.  DREGE, 


Chicaqo  Mission. 

1857. 

May  11.  By  balance  as  per  last  report $341  50 

“ amount  received  from  S.  Schools  from 

May  11,  1857,  to  May  17, 1858  515  15 


$856  64 


1837.  Dr. 

June  16.  To  cash  paid  Rev.  T.  W.  Kemp,  2nd  qr’s  salary  $175  00 


Nov.  10.  To  cash  paid  same,  3rd  quarter’s  salary 175  00 

1858. 

Feb.  2.  To  cash  paid  same  in  part  for  4th  qr’s.  salary  ...  61  50 
Oct.  6.  To  cash  p’d  Rev.  C.  Martin  in  full  to  Oct.  1,  1858.  222  22 
Nov.  26  To  cash  rec'd  by  Rev.  C.  Martin  from  L.  S. 

School  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio 12  00 

1859. 

Jan.  4.  To  cash  paid  to  Home  Missionary  Society 160  92 

April  6.  To  cash  paid  to  Home  Missionary  Society 50  00 

$856  64 


The  Chair  appointed  Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever  and  Mr.  C.  A. 
Morris,  a committee  on  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

Dr.  Reynolds  offered  a resolution  that  the  location  of  the 
Executive  Committee  be  transferred  from  Baltimore  to  Get- 
tysburg, which  after  some  discussion  was  withdrawn. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  President. 

Prayer  by  Dr.  Schmucker. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

Thursday  Morning,  May  26,  1859. 

A meeting  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  was  called  by 
the  Chair,  at  10  o’clock,  Thursday  morning. 

Dr.  B.  Kurtz,  President,  and  Rev.  W.  D.  Roedel  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  pro  tem. 

The  committee  to  nominate  officers  reported  as  follows : 

President. — Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  D.  D. 

Vice  Presidents. — Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  A.  T.  Geissenhainer, 
■J.  Ulrich,  F.  Springer,  J.  G.  Harris,  A.  Reck,  W.  G.  Iveil, 
S.  IV.  Ilarkcy,  D.  D.,  II.  N.  Pohlinan,  D.  D.,  F.  Ruthrauff, 


J.  B.  Anthony,  L.  Sternberg,  W.  II.  Harrison,  C.  P.  Krauth 
Jr.,  D.  D.,  II.  Baker,  E.  W.  Hutter,  A.  R.  Ilowbert,  I).  S. 
Altman,  II.  Wendt,  P.  Rizer,  A.  Essick,  J.  A.  Brown,  I). 
Jenkins,  S.  Rothrock,  E.  W.  Conrad,  W.  S.  Emery  and  G. 
Bassler. 

Recording  Secretary. — Rev.  C.  II.  Ilersh, 

Corresponding  Secretary. — Rev.  J.  McCron,  D.  I). 

Treasurer. — Jacob  R.  Drege,  Esq. 

. Executive  Committee. — Rev.  B.  Kurtz,  D.  D.,  J.  G.  Mor- 
ris, D.  D.,  J.  McCron,  D.  D.,  Rev.  C.  H.  Ilersh,  Rev.  G.  II. 
Brandau,  Henry  Stock enbridge,  Esq.,  and  J.  R.  Drege,  Esq. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  Committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  account  of  J.  R.  Drege, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  respectfully  report 
that  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  find  the  account 
correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  MORRIS, 

M.  L.  STOEYER. 

A letter  from  Messrs  G.  Scherer,  J.  Scherer  and  G.  Metz, 
of  Texas  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  Weiser, 

Resolved , That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to 
borrow  $1,000,  if  necessary,  to  meet  the  immediate  and  pres- 
sing wants  of  the  West  and  South-West. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Strobel, 

Resolved , That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  appoint  a Missionary  Superintendent,  whose 
duties  shall  be  to  superintend  the  entire  Missionary  field,  and 
who  shall  have  power,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  employ  the  services  of  exploring  missionaries. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  President. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

On  Thursday,  after  the  final  adjournment  ef  the  Synod, 
the  Home  Missionary  Society  held  a short  session. 
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Dr.  Strobel  was  appointed  Chairman, pro.  tern. 

Resolved , That  the  duties  of  the  Missionary  Superinten- 
dent be  defined  upon  the  basis  of  the  resolutions  passed  at 
a meeting  of  the  Society  in  Dayton,  1855. 

Adjourned. 

W.  D.  It  CEDED, 

Recording  Secretary,  pro.  tern. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  PARENT  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 


Tuesday  Afternoon,  May  24 th,  1859. 

The  parent  Education  Society  held  a meeting  in  Pittsburg 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  24th,  1859. 

Rev  F.  TV.  Conrad  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Rev.  Gr. 
Diehl,  Recording  Secretary. 

Dr.  Baugher  read  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Parent  Education  Society  herewith 
present  their  eleventh  report.  So  far  as  the  facts  of  Beneficiary  educa- 
tion in  the  Lutheran  church  can  be  obtained  without  authenticated  re- 
ports from  the  societies  themselves,  we  are  enabled  to  state  that  the  West 
Pennsylvania  Synod  sustained  during  the  past  year,  14  beneficiaries  ; 
East  Pennsylvania  Synod  14  ; Maryland  Synod  I ; Pennsylvania  Synod 
10  ; Central  Synod  8 ; Alleghany  Synod  9 ; Pittsburg  Synod  1 ; Hart- 
wick  Synod  4;  New  York  Ministerium  9 ; Virginia  Synod  2 ; South  Caro- 
lina Synod  6 ; Synods  of  Illinois  16  ; Wittenberg  Synod  2 ; Western 
Virginia  4 ; English  Synod  of  Ohio  2 ; East  Ohio  5 ; Olive  Branch  1 ; 
Miami  Synod  5 ; English  Synod  of  Ohio  2. 

The  whole  number  is  122.  The  portions  of  the  Church,  not  here  rep- 
resented, would  probably  support  50,  making  in  all  172  beneficiaries  sus- 
tained by  the  Lutheran  church  in  this  country. 

These  young  men  are  in  various  stages  of  progress  in  their  preparation 
for  the  ministry. 

From  the  facts  may  be  clearly  seen  the  importance  of  beneficiary  ed- 
ucation. It  has,  in  part,  supplied  a want  in  the  church  most  deeply  felt. 


1 lie  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  general  revival  of  religion 
throughout  the  church  during  the  two  years  since  the  Society  met  in  Read- 
ing, has  opened  the  hearts  of  many  and  made  them  willingto  devote' them- 
selves to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  We  have  now  more  men  than  means. 
Many  there  are  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  preparation  for  the  gospel 
ministry,  but  destitute  of  the  means.  The  members  of  the  church,  whom 
God  has  now  blessed  in  awakening  young  men  and  making  them  willing 
to  devote  themselves  to  his  service,  are  now  summoned  to  the  test  of 
their  love  for  their  Savior.  They  prayed  “Send  more  laborers  into  thy 
vineyard  oh  Lord  !”  He  has  heard  them.  Many  have  been  converted  to 
God  during  the  past  year,  and  now  he  asks  them  to  educate  and  prepare 
these  men  tor  the  work,  whom  he  has  awakened.  He  works  through  his 
church  and  employs  her  as  the  great  instrument  of  evangelizing  the 
world.  He  gives  her  wealth  and  talents  and  influence,  and  requires  of 
her,  not  by  constraint,  but  cheerfully,  gladly  to  consecrate  all  to  Him 
as  a proof  of  her  love.  Is  she  willing  to  do  it,  and  come  up  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty?  But  God  asks  of  his  people,  whom  he 
has  blessed  with  the  means  of  educating  their  sous,  to  devote  them  also 
to  his  service  in  the  gospel  ministry.  He  asks  young  men  whom  he  has 
converted  by  his  heavenly  grace  to  engage  in  this  work,  and,  whilst  they 
pray  “Send  forth  laborers  into  thy  vineyard,”  to  consecrate  themselves 
to  this  work.  Why  should  they  not  labor  for  the  Lord  in  saving  souls  as 
cordially  and  as  successfully  as  they  labor  for  themselves  in  keeping  up 
perishable  riches  ? 

Much  of  the  value  and  permanent  blessing  of  the  cause  of  beneficiary 
education  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  men  educated.  They  should 
be  tried  and  approved  before  the  money,  and  the  confidence  of  the  church 
are  given  to  them.  There  is  no  severer  test  of  character  than  a thorough 
education.  It  is  the  crucible  to  the  metal.  Before  a young  man,  there? 
fore,  is  invited  to  engage  in  this  great  work,  he  should  have  elementary- 
training  and  affectionate  pastoral  supervision.  His  piety  not  hastily  de- 
duced from  the  fact  of  a religious  excitement,  and  then  received  into  the 
church,  but  carefully  scrutinised,  with  time  for  calm  reflection  and  self- 
examination  established  beyond  a doubt.  His  ability  to  acquire  knowl- 
edge should  be  well  ascertained.  He  should  possess  an  active  mission- 
ary spirit;  not  be  a drone  in  the  hive,  eating  the  bread  of  idleness.  He 
should  be  modest  and  distrust  his  own  powers,  not  self-conceited  and 
puffed  up  with  vauity,  displaying  in  the  earliest  stage  of  his  course  a 
fondness  for  dress  and  jewelry,  but  trusting  in  the  help  of  God  so  freely 
promised  to  those  who  ask  it.  Finally  he  should  be  a man  of  prayer 
and  understand  practically  tbe  value  of  prayer.  If  more  attention  had 
been  given  to  these  particulars,  in  the  selection  of  men  as  suitable  subjects 
for  the  aid  of  the  church,  much  less  reproach  would  have  come  upon 
the  cause  ol  beneficiary  education,  and  the  honor  of  our  common  chris- 
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tianity  ■would  have  been  better  sustained.  On  this  subject  we  cannot  be 
too  rigid  and  exacting.  The  curse  of  a cold,  heartless,  indolent  pleas- 
ure loving  and  selfish  ministry,  is  the  greatest  which  can  befall  the 
church.  As  the  guardians  of  the  church,  with  this  high  commission 
from  the  Great  Head  of  the  church,  it  becomes  us,  in  the  midst  of  aboun- 
ding iniquity  and  deception,  to  abound  in  watchfulness  and  earnest  pray- 
er on  this  behalf.  So  that,  whilst  on  the  one  hand,  it  ought  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a solemn  act  to  reject  from  this  work  any  well  qualified  person, 
on  the  other,  it  is  equally  solemn  to  receive  upon  the  funds  of  the  church 
and  then  into  the  ministry  any  one,  who  does  not  give  evidence  that  his 
heart  is  right  with  God. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  BAUGHER, 

Cor.  Sec. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  adopted  and  read  at  the  an- 
niversary meeting  this  evening. 

Dr.  Harkey  read  the  report  of  the  Education  Society  of 
Illinois. 

Education  Society  of  Illinois. 

As  an  auxiliary  of  the  Parent  Education  Society,  the  Education  Soci- 
ety of  the  Synods  of  Illinois  is  required  to  report  in  connection  with  the 
Parent  Society,  and  the  undersigned  Executive  Committee,  respectfully 
present  the  following  : 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  in  Reading,  Pa.,  our  cash  re- 
ceipts have  amounted  to  $1,498  69,  of  which  the  sum  of  $200  was  kindly 
sent  us  by  the  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania,  for  which  we  desire  thus 
publicly  to  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments.  The  remainder,  with 
the  exception  of  a few  small  donations,  was  contributed  by  our  churches 
in  connection  with  the  Illinois  Synods.  We  desire  also  to  state  that  Mr. 
J.  R.  Kenedey,  a gentleman  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Springfield,  furnished  boarding  gratuitously  to  two  of  our  students  du- 
ring the  past  winter,  to  the  amount  of  $160.  We  state  this  act  of  benev- 
olence the  more  cheerfully,  as  it  was  done  voluntarily,  without  any  soli- 
citation on  our  part.  Our  expenses  during  the  same  time,  including  in- 
terest on  borrowed  money,  amount  to  $2,324  72,  overrunning  our  income 
by  $826  03,  which  will  probably  be  increased  $100  by  the  end  of  our 
present  summer  session,  which  closes  in  the  last  we'ek  of  June.  This 
added  to  the  sum  of  $400,  borrowed  several  years  ago,  will  make  the  em 
tire  amount  of  our  indebtedness,  by  the  time  named,  nearly  or  quite 
$1,300.  To  meet  this  we  have  unredeemed  pledges  by  the  brethren  of 
the  Illinois  Synods  amounding  to  about  $1,200.  This  shows  that  the 
unfortunate  position  in  which  we  find  ourselves  at  present  is  not  owing 
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to  our  having  overdone  the  matter,  or  to  any  unwillingness  on  the  part 
of  our  Western  people  vigorously  to  sustain  this  department  of  our  be- 
nevolent operations,  but  simply  to  the  scarcity  of  money  among  us.  The 
general  failure  of  the  crops  in  the  West  last  year,  added  to  the  previous 
prostration  of  business  by  the  financial  pressure,  have,  for  the  present,  so 
completely  exhausted  our  resources,  as  to  make  collections  for  any  pur- 
pose almost  an  utter  impossibility.  Ours  is  so  entirely  an  agricultural 
country,  that  such  a failure  affects  us  most  seriously.  We  are  happy  to 
add  that  farming  prospects  for  the  present  season  are  quite  good,  and  if 
it  shall  please  God  to  give  us  good  crops  this  summer,  all  will  be  right, 
six  months  hence. 

During  the  two  years  covered  by  this  report,  24  young  men  have  re- 
ceived more  or  less  aid  from  the  funds  of  our  Society.  Of  these,  eight 
are  Americans,  eight  Norwegians,  five  Swedes,  and  three  Germans.  Of 
the  whole  number,  four  have  entered  the  ministry  of  our  church,  and 
we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  say,  are  eminently  useful  in  the  Master’s 
cause;  three  are  in  the  present  Theological  class,  one  has  withdrawn, 
and  sixteen  are  in  the  Collegiate  and  Preparatory  departments  of  Illinois 
University.  As  a general  thing  we  have  been  highly  gratified  with  the 
deportment  and  progress  of  our  young  men.  As  to  their  piety,  moral 
character,  and  progress  in  study,  we  have  no  fault  to  find.  We  believe 
them  to  be  such  men  as  the  church  will  approve  and  delight  to  aid  in 
their  preparation  for  her  ministry.  The  number  could  be  greatly  in- 
creased and  ought  to  be  increased,  for  our  Western  church  greatly 
needs  their  services,  but  the  means  to  sustain  them  are  wanting.  We 
have,  within  the  last  few  months,  upon  several  occasions,  been  greatly 
embarrassed  in  our  operations.  At  one  time  we  were  without’money  and 
without  bread  to  sustain  our  interesting  family  of  students.  We  had  con- 
cluded to  dismiss  them  all  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  that  they 
might  co  out  and  work  and  earn  something  for  themselves.  Before  the 
final  decision,  we  met  several  times  for  consultation  and  prayer.  A little 
light  dawned  upon  our  pathway.  Several  small  sums  were  just  then 
sent  into  the  treasury,  and  a gentleman  was  found  who  was  willing  to 
lend  us  8150  for  several  months  without  interest,  and  by  the  help  of  God 
we  determined  still  to  go  on  to  the  end  of  the  present  session.  We  feel 
sure  that  if  the  church  could  have  looked  in  upon  that  interesting  com- 
pany of  young  men  assembled,  with  anxious  hearts,  to  hear  the  decision 
to  which  we  had  come,  no  farther  appeal  for  aid  would  have  been  needed. 
Hearts  and  purses  would  at  once  have  been  opened,  and  the  necessary 
means  would  have  flowed  in  unbidden. 

We  feel  it  our  duty  to  place  these  facts  before  the  church.  By  the  help 
of  God  we  are  really  doing  a great  and  good  work  for  our  Zion  in  the 
Great  West,  and  we  ought  to  be  and  must  be  sustained.  We  have  no  doubt 
that,  in  a short  time,  the  present  embarrassments  of  our  portion  of  the 


country  will  pass  away,  and  its  returning  prosperity  will  also  bring  pros 
perity  to  all  the  enterprises  of  the  church. 

Casting  ourselves  upon  the  Lord  and  his  people  in  this  work  as  in  ev- 
ery other,  we  feel  sure  that  all  will  be  well. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  W.  HARKEY, 

W.  M.  REYNOLDS, 

L.  P.  ESBJORN, 

B.  C.  SUESSEROTT, 
Committee  of  the  Illinois  Synods . 

Accepted  and  adopted. 

Resolved , That  the  Chairman  of  each  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittees of  all  the  auxilliary  societies  in  connexion  with  the 
District  Synods,  be  requested  hereafter  to  make  a report  to 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  each  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Chair  appointed  Rev.  C.  A.  Hay,  Prof.  Stoever  and 
Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  a committee  to  nominate  officers. 

Resolved , That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Society  be 
authorized  and  instructed  to  cancel  the  notes  of  those  breth- 
ren who  have  received  aid  from  this  Society,  and  who  have 
been  engaged  ten  years  in  the  active  duties  of  the  Lutheran 
ministry. 

The  nominating  committee  reported  the  following  officers  : 

President. — B.  Kurtz,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Vice-President. — F.  Gebhart,  Esq. 

Recording  Secretary. — George  Diehl,  D.  D. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — H.  L.  Baugher,  D.  D. 

Treasurer. — Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

Auditor. — Dr.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg. 

Executive  Committee. — C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  S.  S. 
Schmucker,  D.  D.,  Prof.  M.  Jacobs,  Prof.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg. 
C.  F.  Schaeffer,  D D.,  Rev.  J.  R.  Keiser  and  Rev  M.  J. 
Alleman. 

The  Treasurer,  Trof.  Stoever,  read  the  following  report: 

12 


90 


M.  L.  Stoever,  Treasurer , in  account  witlt  the  Parent  Edu- 
cation Society  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 


DR. 

To  balance  in  Treasury  as  per  report  last  meet.  Gen.  Synod, $54  00 

Collections  at  General  Synod,  1857,  Reading,  Pa 117  0G 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Reinmund,  Lancaster,  Ohio,  the  pledge  of  his 

congregation,  given  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 40  00 

From  an  unknown  friend  per  T.  N.  Kurtz, 50  00 

From  Synod  of  Kentucky,  per  Rev.  P.  Glenn. 21  00 

“ J.  W.  Freas,  Barren  Hill,  Pa, 10  00 

“ Rev.  S.  Rothrock,  Rockville,  N.  C., 5 00 

“ “Dorcas,”  Centre  co.,  Pa i 25  00 

“ Estate  of  Mrs.  S.  Hursh,  per  Rev.  J.  F.  Wampole, G 00 

Refunded  by  Rev.  A.  C.  W., 50  00 

“ “ H.  C.  Esq., 232  00 


$610  06 

CR. 

Refunded  money  paid  over  to  Gettysburg  Committee,  as  per  or- 
der of  Society, 282  00 

Postage 2 06 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 326  00 


$610  06 

Gettysburg,  April  19th,  1859. 

I have  examined  the  account  of  Prof.  Stoever,  Treasurer  of  the  Pa- 
rent Education  Society  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  have 
found  it  correct. 

»F.  A.  MUHLENBERG, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  April  25th,  1859.  Auditor. 

Resolved , That  the  surplus  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  he  given  to  the  Education  Society  of  the  Illinois 
State  University. 

Resolved , That  the  plan  of  union  adopted  at  Dayton,  by 
the  Parent  Education  Society,  be  re-published  in  connexion 
with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  in  the  minutes  of  the 
General  Synod. 

1.  The  Parent  Education  Society  shall  remain  unchanged 
in  all  its  provisions  and  powers,  except  as  they  may  be  mod- 
ified by  the  provisions  of  this  plan  of  union,  hereinafter  de- 
tailed. 
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II.  The  various  District  Synods  in  connexion  with  the 
General  Synod,  which  have  not  already  done  so,  are  request- 
ed to  organize  Synodical  Education  Societies,  auxiliary  to 
the  Parent  Society,  and  to  forward  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  said  Society,  an  annual  statement  of  their  ope- 
rations. 

III.  Should  there  at  any  time  be  any  funds  in  the  treasury 
of  a Synodical  Society,  not  required  for  the  support  of  its 
beneficiaries,  such  surplus  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Parent  Society. 

IV.  An  Executive  Committee  shall  be  appointed  at  or  near 
the  seat  of  each  of  the  Colleges  and  Theological  Seminaries 
of  our  church,  who  shall  take  charge  of  the  beneficiaries  there 
pursuing  their  studies.  These  committees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  several  Synods  patronizing  said  institution,  shall  be 
responsible  only  to  these  Synods,  and  shall  have  the  entire 
control  of  the  educational  and  beneficiary  interests  (such  as 
collecting  and  disbursing  the  funds  which  have  been  or  may 
be  raised)  within  their  own  bounds. 

Y.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  make  arrangements  for 
holding  a meeting  and  anniversary  of  the  Society  at  each 
convention  of  the  General  Synod,  and  also  one  meeting  per 
annum  inter-mediately,  at  such  time  and  place  they  may  ap- 
point. 

YI.  All  the  funds  which  may  be  received  into  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  Parent  Society,  at  its  anniversaries,  or  from  lega- 
cies, or  surpluses  from  the  Synodical  Executive  Committees, 
or  other  donations,  shall  be  distributed  by  the  Parent  Execu- 
tive Committee,  at  each  annual  meeting,  among  the  Executive 
Committees  of  the  Synodical  Societies,  in  the  ratio  of  the 
number  of  beneficiaries  sustained  by  each  committee  accord- 
ing to  its  annual  report. 

YII.  All  the  notes  of  beneficiaries,  and  all  other  funds  of 
any  kind,  heretofore  in  the  hands  of  the  societies  connected 
with  the  several  institutions,  shall  be  and  remain  the  proper- 
ty of  said  institutions. 


Resolved , That  Rev.  A.  C.  Wedekind  and  Rev.  L).  Stock 
he  appointed  speakers  for  the  anniversary  meeting  this  eve- 
ning. 

Iiesolvcd , That  C.  P.  Krauth,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  he  appointed  to 
deliver  a discourse  on  Education,  at  the  next  General  Synod, 
and  that  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss  be  his  alternate. 

Adjourned. 

Anniversary  meeting,  Tuesday  Evening,  May  24,  1859. 

The  anniversary  of  the  Parent  Education  Society  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Addresses  were 
delivered  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Wedekind,  Rev.  D.  Steck  and  Dr. 
B.  Kurtz.  A liberal  collection  was  taken,  and  the  following 
contributions  given  to  the  Illinois  Education  Society  : Rev, 
E,  W.  Geissenheiner,  $50  ; T.  N.  Kurtz,  Esq.,  $30  ; J.  Loats, 
Esq.,  $20;  Mrs.  Baum,  $25;  Miss  Weyman,  $20.  The  fol- 
lowing persons,  ten  dollars  each : Messrs.  Linn,  C.  Yeager, 
E.  Rahm,  C.  A.  Morris,  Mrs.  E.  Graff  and  J.  Stover,  $10 
to  make  Miss  Schaeffer  a life  member.  The  following  per- 
sons paid  five  dollars  each : E.  Greenwald,  G.  Diefhl,  W. 
Riefsnyder,  J.  Raymond,  E.  Earhart,  C.  A.  Baer,  S.  Garver, 
W.  Lennert,  W.  S.  Emery,  Mary.  C.  Price,  Lewis  J.  Bell, 
M.  Sheeligh,  T.  Phillips,  P.  Williams,  T.  II.  Lane,  Miss 
Coppels,  D.  Steck,  A.  C.  Wedekind,  Dr.  Baugher,  Miss  Ma- 
ry Graff,  W.  D.  Weyman,  Dr.  Morris,  M.  Eakel,  R.  Weiser, 
M.  M.  Yeakle,  B.  Keller,  G.  Black,  Mrs.  Conrad,  W.  D. 
Moore,  Dr.  Krauth,  J.  II.  Heck,  A.  Ivarn,  Mr.  Forsyth,  J. 
Lennig,  C.  H.  Aay,  Dr.  Schmucker,  W.  Sibert,  J.  Ulrich, 
II.  Borchard  Kewmeyer,  Lutheran  Choir,  F.  Gebhart,  J. 
E.  Sill,  II.  Ileiss,  G.  J.  Duff,  Mr.  Reymer,  J.  Kuhns,  Mr. 
Kuhns,  J.  Welker,  A.  C.  Wedekind,  Prof.  Stoever,  J.  Fry, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Lane,  S.  Weil,  P.  A.  Keller,  W.  D.  Roedel,  Prof. 
Jacobs,  P.  Smyser,  Levi  Schell. 

After  the  singing  of  a doxology  and  benediction,  the  So- 
ciety adjourned. 

GEORGE  DIEHL, 
Secretary. 


CHURCH  EXTENSION  SOCIETY 


A meeting  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  was  held  on  the  23d  of  May,  1859, 
in  the  English  Lutheran  Church,  Pittsburg,  C.  A.  Morris, 
Esq.,  in  the  Chair — who  called  upon  Rev.  H.  Wells  to  open 
the  exercises  with  prayer. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  a committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  nominate  officers.  This  committee  consisting  of  Prof. 
M.  L.  Stoever,  Rev.  W.  F.  Eyster  and  Philip  Smyser,  Esq., 
presently  reported  the  following  names  : 

President. — Charles  A.  Morris,  Esq. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — Rev.  E.  W.  Hutter. 

Recording  Secretary. — M.  M.  Yeakle. 

Treasurer. — W.  M.  Heyl.  i 

Executive  Committee. — Martin  Buehler,  A.  T.  Chur,  Isaac 
Sulger,  James  Monroe,  Dr.  M.  C.  Kritzer. 

The  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Treasurer 
were  then  laid  before  the  meeting. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  beg  leave,  most  respectfully  to  report  that 
since  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  two  years  ago,  at  Reading,  Pa., 
the  comparatively  small  amount  of  $1,267  86  has  been  added  to  the  fund. 
This  diminution  of  receipts,  has  been  owing,  we  think,  chiefly  to  the  ex- 
traordinary monetary  pressure,  which  during  that  period  has  affected  the 
business  relations  of  the  entire  country,  the  effects  of  which  are  only  now 
partially  subsiding.  So  general  and  disastrous  has  been  this  pecuniary 
pressure,  that  we  did  not  feel  warranted  in  making  the  experiment  of  ap- 
pointing a General  Agent  to  visit  the  churches,  to  collect  funds. 

An  accurate  statement  of  the  loans  made,  up  to  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  last  General  Synod,  will  be  found  in  the  minutes  of  that  body. 
At  that  time  there  was  an  unappropriated  balance  in  the  treasury  of  82,- 
038  10.  During  these  two  years  there  have  been  received  into  the  treas- 
ury, likewise,  from  obligations  that  have  come  to  maturity,  •?  1,025.  Bal- 
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ance  now  on  hand,  unappropriated,  $1003  38,  for  which  applications  are 
pending. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  following  loans  have  been 


awarded,  viz  : 

1st  German  Ev.  Luth.  Congregation,  Lansing,  Mich $500  00 

1st  “ “ “ “ Manitouwac,  Wis 400  00 

1st  “ “ u “ Sterling,  Illinois, 300  00 

St.  Peter's  “ “ “ Quincy  Illinois, 400  00 

Lutheran  Church,  Galveston,  Texas, 300  00 

Amity  Church,  Lena,  Illinois, 300  00 

Scandinavian,  Red  Wing,  Minnesota, 200  00 

Lutheran  Church,  East  Germantown,  Indiana, 500  00 

St.  John's,  Hocking  co.,  Ohio, — 100  00 

Lutheran  Church,  Springfield,  Illinois, 300  00 

Swedish  Church,  Princeton,  Illinois,.. 300  00 

German  Luth.  Church,  Watertown,  Wis 250  00 

Lutheran  Church,  Knoxville,  Iowa, 400  00 

Lutheran  Church,  Davenport,  Iowa, 500  00 


$4750  00 

Expenses  for  printing  circulars  and  postage, 27  50 

Awarded,  but  not  yet  paid  over : 

Ev.  Luth.  Church,  Lykenstown,  Dauphin  co.,  Pa 500  00 

Awarded  and  pd.  over  since  last  meeting  of  Society, 5277  50 

The  whole  amount  that  has  been  contributed  by  the  church  to- 
ward the  Fund,  since  the  organization  of  the  Society,  with- 
the  interest  accruing  from  time  to  time  on  the  balance  on 

hand,  is, $10827  43 

The  whole  amount  of  expenses  since  organization, 99  05 

Whole  amount  of  Loans  made  and  paid  out, 10450  00 

Whole  amount  of  Loans  returned, 1225  00 


The  Executive  Committee  deeply  regrets  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
reporting,  that  the  majority  of  the  amounts  loaned  to  the  respective  con- 
gregations, and  whose  obligations  have  come  to  maturity,  have  not  been 
repaid  into  the  Treasury.  The  sums  due , and  for  which  we  hold  obliga- 


tions, are  the  following: 

Lutheran  Church,  Liberty,  Ind $200  00 

“ “ St.  Pans,  Ohio, 200  00 

“ “ Toronto,  Canada  West, 200  00 

“ Columbus,  Indiana, 200  00 

“ “ Logan,  Ohio, 200  00 

“ “ Indianapolis,  Ind 300  00 

“ “ New  Castle,  Ind 100  00 

“ u Newton.  Wisconsin, 120  00 


* 
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Quihi,  Texas, . 200  00 

Castroville,  Texas, 200  00 

Wrightsville,  Pa 200  00 

Mendota,  Illinois 150  00 

Manitouwac,  Wisconsin, 100  00 

Sterling,  Illinois, 100  00 

Quincy,  111.,  balance, 50  00 

Lena,  Illinois, 100  00 

Red  Wing,  Minnesota, 100  00 

East  Germantown,  Indiana,. 500  00 

Springfield,  Illinois, 100  00 

Knoxville,  Iowa, 100  00 


Total  am’t  of  Obligations  due  and  unpaid, $3420  00 


When  it  is  recollected,  that  these  loans  have  all  been  awarded,  for  one 
and  more  years,  without  interest , but  with  the  confident  expectation, 
that,  at  maturity,  they  would  be  punctually  paid,  these  failures  are  deep- 
ly to  be  regretted,  and  casta  dark  shadow  over  the  future  operations  of 
the  Society.  Had  these  obligations  been  liquidated,  as  was  promised 
and  expected,  at  maturity,  the  sums  thus  accruing  to  the  Treasury, 
might  have  been  loaned  out  again  to  other  needy  congregations,  and 
have  proved  the  means  of  erecting  churches  in  other  destitute  places.  It 
is  proper  to  state,  that  the  reason  assigned  for  the  failures,  in  all  cases, 
has  been  the  pecuniary  revulsion,  already  referred  to.  Whether  the 
other  obligations,  as  they  shall  fall  due,  will  be  paid,  remains  to  be  seen. 
It  is  submitted  to  the  Parent  Society  in  the  exercise  of  that  wisdom  and 
charity  which  come  from  above,  what  steps,  if  any,  are  to  be  taken  for 
the  recovery  of  the  amount  due. 

Whilst,  without  controversy,  in  the  past  history  of  this  Society,  many 
and  formidable  discouragements  have  hindered  its  progress,  and  measur- 
ably defeated  the  reasonable  expectations  of  its  founders,  it  has,  never- 
theless, by  the  Divine  blessing,  proved  eminently  useful  in  the  promotion 
and  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  our  Divine  Lord  and  Savior. 

Many  applications  for  loans,  meritorious  in  themselves,  have  been  re- 
jected, as  not  coming  within  the  scope  and  design  of  the  Society,  Some 
of  the  congregations,  who  have  applied  for  loans,  are  not  in  connexion 
with  District  Synods  belonging  to  General  Synod,  which  fact  was  always, 
of  itself,  fatal.  Others  have  net  been  incorporated,  and  could  not  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  others,  again 
desired  to  apply  the  money,  not  to  the  erection  of  churches,  but  to  the 
payment  of  church  debts  previously  incurred,  which  applications  have 
been  promptly  and  uniforndy  declined. 

Your  Executive  Committee,  at  the  commencement  of  their  operations, 
in  view  of  the  limited  character  of  the  fund,  adopted  the  policy  of  award- 


ing  small  loans,  in  no  case  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  to  feeble  en- 
terprizes.  This  policy  was  based  on  the  principle  of  conferring  the  great- 
est possible  benefit  on  the  greatest  possible  number.  In  reference  to  the 
wisdom  of  this  policy,  in  the  future,  we  request  the  counsel  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Society.  In  the  disposition  of  the  funds,  hereafter  to  be  dis- 
bursed, it  is  submitted,  whether  it  would  not  subserve  a more  effective 
purpose,  to  loan  the  money  out  in  larger  sums,  and  at  the  most  import- 
ant points,  looking  to  the  prospect  of  a more  certain  return,  and  also  to  the 
real  extension  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  presentation  of  this  biennial  report,  however  discouraging  in 
some  of  its  aspects,  the  Executive  Committee  cannot  forbear  the  remark, 
that,  in  humble  reliance  on  the  Divine  blessing,  they  have  sought,  with 
conscientious  fidelity  and  integrity,  to  discharge  their  trust  in  such  a 
manner,  as  best  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Society,  and  acquit  them- 
selves to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.  They  have  met  regularly  once 
in  every  month-^-sometimes  oftener — and  have  considered  all  the  applica- 
tions presented  to  them,  deliberately  and  prayerfully.  They  have  issued 
one  appeal  after  another,  by  circular  and  through  the  church  paper,  be- 
seeching the  whole  Lutheran  church  in  the  United  States,  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  this  most  excellent  and  praise- worthy  organization.  They  have 
administered  the  fund  entrusted  to  them,  amounting  to  nearly  $11,000, 
in  the  most  economical  manner,  so  that  the  entire  expense  incurred,  both 
in  its  collection  and  disbursement,  have  amounted  only  to  ninety-nine 
dollars  ! If  the  operations  of  the  Society,  therefore,  have  not  met  the 
sanguine  expectations  of  its  founders,  as  cherished  and  expressed  at  the 
time  of  its  organization,  we  have  the  pleasing  consciousness,  that  the 
failure  has  been  produced  by  causes  wholly  beyond  our  agency  or  control. 

Invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  in  this  and 
all  other  excellent  organizations  of  our  beloved  Lutheran  Zion,  we  re- 
main, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  brethren  in  Christ, 

MARTIN  BUEHLER, 

A.  T.  CHUR, 

ISAAC  SULGER, 

M.  C.  KREITZER, 

V'.  M.  HEYL, 

E.  W.  HUTTER, 

t Executive  Committee. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1859.  _ 

Messrs.  Buehler  and  Williams  were  appointed  a committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  report.  This  committee  reported 
that,  having  already  been  requested  by  the  President  to  ex- 


amine  this  document,  they  were  prepared  at  once  to  report 
that,  having  compared  it  with  the  vouchers,  they  found  it  all 
correct. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  next  taken 
up  and  the  question  discussed  at  some  length  as  to  the  course 
that  should  be  pursued  in  regard  to  those  churches  that  have 
failed  to  meet  their  obligations  as  set  forth  in  the  report. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  afternoon  at  two 
o’clock. 


SECOND  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  3J  o, clock,  May  24 th,  1859. 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  In  the  absence  of 
the  President,  Peter  A.  Keller,  Esq.,  was  appointed  Chair- 
man. 

The  Committee,  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  reported 
through  its  chairman,  Mr.  Sulger,  the  fallowing  resolutions, 
namely  : 

1.  Resolved , That  this  Society  does  not  find  in  the  Report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  just  read,  anything  discouraging 
as  to  its  future  operations,  but  are  of  the  opinion  that  a 
greater  necessity  is  laid  upon  the  churches,  in  connexion 
with  the  General  Synod,  to  do  their  individual  part  in  sup- 
plying funds  and  means  for  the  immediate  and  pressing  wants 
of  the  Great  West. 

2.  Resolved , That  we  would  reiterate  what  has  been  re- 
solved upon  at  a former  meeting  of  Synod,  to  wit:  That  the 
objects  of  this  Society  commend  themselves  to  the  sympathy 
and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Ministers,  Church  Councils, 
and  District  Synods  in  connexion  with  the  General  Synod, 
and  that  we  recommend  that  a stated  annual  collection  for 
the  Church  Extension  Society  be  taken  up  on  the  31st  day 
of  October,  or  the  Sunday  nearest  that  day,  in  such  manner 
as  they  severally  may  deem  most  expedient. 

3.  Resolved , That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested, 
to  prepare  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  this  Society,  embodying 
the  foregoing  resolutions,  to  be  addressed  to  the  different 
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Church  Councils  in  our  connection,  soliciting  them  to  contri- 
bute liberally  toward  the  laudable  objects  contemplated  in 
the  organization  of  this  Society. 

4.  Resolved , That  the  General  Synod  be  requested,  at  its 
present  session,  to  urge  upon  the  members  and  delegates 
present,  the  interests  and  necessities  of  the  Church  Ex- 
tension Society,  and  recommend  them  individually  to  .do  all 
in  their  power  toward  increasing  the  Funds  of  this  Society, 
thereby  facilitating  its  benevolent  operations  and  the  exten- 
sion of  our  Lutheran  Zion. 

5.  Resolved , That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  notify  those  churches  and  congregations  that  have  pro- 
cured loans  and  are  in  arrears  on  account  thereof,  that  inter- 
est at  6 per  cent,  per  annum  will  be  charged  thereon  from 
the  date  on  which  their  several  obligation  have  fallen  due, 
and  that  these  instructions  are  intended  to  govern  all  arrear- 
ages that  may  hereafter  fall  due  on  account  of  loans  hereaf- 
ter made  by  them. 

On  motion,  the  Recording  Secretary  was  instructed  to  of- 
fer to  the  General  Synod,  at  the  meeting  to-morrow  morning, 
a copy  of  the  following  resolution  for  its  adoption,  namely : 

Resolved , That  this  General  Synod  do  regard  with  pleas- 
ure, the  future  prospects  of  the  Church  Extension  Society, 
as  exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
the  bearing  it  has  upon  the  wants  of  the  Great  West,  and  do 
urge  upon  the  members  and  delegates  present,  the  interests 
and  necessities  of  this  Church  Institution,  and  recommend 
them  individually,  to  do  all  in  their  power,  among  their  con- 
erescations  and  church  members,  towards  increasing  the 
Funds  of  this  Society,  thereby  facilitating  its  benevolent  op- 
erations, and  the  extension  of  our  Lutheran  Zion. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Mission  Church  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  is  now 
in  a state  of  distressing  embarrassment,  and  whereas,  the  re- 
lief needed  cannot  be  extended  to  it  by  the  Church  Exten- 
sion Society,  according  to  its  Constitution, 


Resolved , That  we  hereby  recommend  that  the  pastors  of 
churches  bring  the  wants  of  this  church  before  their  congre- 
gations, at  their  earliest  convenience. 

On  motion  of  Itev.  Dr.  Ilarkey,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: 

Resolved , That  the  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Church  Extension  Society,  be  specially  directed  to 
the  wants  of  the  Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
at  Leland,  Illinois ; the  English  Lutheran  Mission  Church, 
at  Chicago,  and  the  English  Lutheran  Church,  at  Springfield, 
Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  C.  J.  Ehrehart,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Church 
Extension  Society,  be  instructed  to  procure  an  act  of  incor- 
poration as  soon  as  possible,  conformed  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Society. 

On  motion,  the  Society  then  adjourned. 

M.  M.  YEAKLE, 
Recording  Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY. 


The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Lutheran  Publication  So- 
ciety, was  held  according  to  previous  appointment,  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  church  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Morris,  on  Tuesday  morning,  May  4th,  1858. 

After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  the  President, 
Rev.  Dr.  Morris,  the  Society  was  organized  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  The  following  individuals  took  their  seats 
as  members  of  the  Society : 

Revs.  J.  G.  Morris,  D.  D.,  II.  L.  Baugher,  D.  D.,  T. 
Stork,  D.  D.,  J.  A.  Seiss,  J.  A.  Brown,  C.  A.  Ilay,  E.  W. 
Mutter,  S.  Sentman,  G.  Diehl,  J.  W.  Ilassler,  C.  J.  Ehre- 
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hart,  G.  II.  Brandau,  F.  R.  Anspach,  D.  D.,  C.  F.  W.  Hop- 
pe, G.  F.  Krotel,  L.  E.  Albert,  D.  Steck,  H.  Bishop,  T.  T. 
Titus,  J.  McCron,  D.  D.,  T.  W.  Kemp,  J.  B.  Anthony,  J. 
H.  Menges,  E.  Lnbkert,  S.  Henry,  Messrs.  L.  L.  Iloupt,  C. 
F.  Norton,  C.  A.  Morris,  Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  Rev.  L.  E. 
Albert  was  appointed  Treasurer  pro  tern. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  elect,  viva  voce , a Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  result  was  as 
follows : 

President. — Rev.  J.  G.  Morris,  D.  D. 

Secretary. — Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nom- 
inate the  Board  of  Publication. 

Committee. — C.  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  Rev.  S.  Sentman  and 
Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

The  committee  subsequently  reported,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen  : 

Revs.  J.  C.  Baker,  D.  D.,  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  B.  Kel- 
ler, T.  Stork,  D.  D.,  E.  W.  Flutter,  W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D.,  G. 
A.  Wenzel,  L.  E.  Albert,  T.  T.  Titus,  C.  J.  Ehrehart,  J.  A. 
Brown,  C.  F.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  J.  G.  Morris,  D.  D.,  C.  P. 
Krauth,  Jr.,  S.  Sprecher,  D.  D.,  G.  Diehl,  Messrs.  R.  B. 
Miller,  L.  L.  Houpt,  J.  L.  Frederick,  L.  Bremer,  G.  A. 
Reichert,  II.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  who,  together  with 
Rev.  C.  A.  Hay  and  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  representing  the 
General  Synod,  constitute  the  twenty-four  members  of  the 
Board,  required  by  the  Constitution. 

The  following  amendment  and  addition  to  the  By-Laws  of 
the  Soc^ty  were  then  proposed  and  adopted  : 

1st.  That  seven  instead  of  nine  shall  constitute  a quorum 
of  the  Board. 

2d.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee  to  examine  carefully  every  manuscript 
presented  for  publication ; and  their  decision  as  to  the  propi- 
ety of  publishing  the  same,  shall  be  based  upon  that  exami- 
nation. 
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Resolved , That  we  express  our  undirainished  confidence  in 
the  Board  of  Publication  and  our  approval  of  its  operations 
during  the  past  year. 

Resolved , That  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  as  read  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Society,  be  incor- 
porated in  its  proceedings  and  published. 

Resolved , That  the  proceedings  be  published  in  the  papers 
of  the  church,  and  appended  to  the  minutes  of  the  next  Con- 
vention of  the  General  Synod. 

An  invitation  was  received,  per  Rev.  Dr.  McCron,  from 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Baltimore,  re- 
questing the  Society  to  attend  its  daily  meeting  for  prayer, 
at  5 o’clock,  this  afternoon. 

Resolved , That  the  invitation  be  accepted. 

An  invitation  was  also  presented,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Morris, 
from  the  Directors  of  Lutherville  Seminary  to  visit  that  In- 
stitution on  Wednesday  morning. 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  the  Directors,  and  the  invitation  accepted. 

Resolved , That  the  Society  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  at 
the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gen.  Synod. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Sentman. 

On  Monday  evening  the  Anniversary  exercises  of  the  So- 
ciety were  held.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  E.  W. 
Hutter,  and  the  following  Annual  report  read  by  Rev.  L.  E. 
Albert : 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication  pre- 
sent their  third  annual  report  to  the  Society  and  the  church  at  large, 
with  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  who  graciously  smiled  upon 
their  efforts  and  blessed  their  labors. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  no  little  activity  and  of  marked  suc- 
cess for  our  Society.  The  results  of  former  deliberations  and  arrange- 
ments have  commenced  to  appear.  Those  engaged  in  the  management 
of  this  association  have  looked  to  these  results  with  much  comfort,  and 
take  pleasure  in  pointing  to  them  as  an  earnest  of  what  may  yet  be  ex- 
pected. Let  it  be  the  heartfelt  prayer  of  every  friend  of  Christian  liter- 


atnre  in  our  church,  that  Ihese  expectations  may  be  speedily  realized  So 
their  fullest  extent. 

Although  the  past  year  has  been  characterized  by  great  stringency  in 
monetary  affairs,  our  Society  has  steadily  advanced  its  objects  and  in- 
creased its  funds.  Many  thanks  and  much  credit  are  due  to  those  offi- 
cers of  the  Society  to  whose  supervision  its  pecuniary  matters  are  en- 
trusted. 

The  unexpected  success  of  our  indefatigable  General  Agent,  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Keller,  during  the  first  year  of  his  arduous  labors,  encouraged  the 
Executive  Committee  to  hazard  the  opening  of  a Depository,  as  was  inti- 
mated in  our  last  annual  report.  This  step  was  taken  with  great  circum- 
spection, and  not  until  its  propriety  and  necessity  were  fully  apparent. 
We  believe  the  Church  at  large  has  already  in  many  ways  endorsed  our 
action.  Thus  far  it  has  met  every  expectation.  A very  suitable  build- 
ing on  Arch  street,  below  Eighth  (Philadelphia),  has  been  leased  for  five 
years  for  five  thousand  dollars — making  our  annual  rent  one  thousand 
dollars,  with  privilege  of  renting  the  basement  as  may  be  deemed  best. 
A valuable  stock  of  books  and  stationary  has  been  purchased  for  cash, 
to  which  constant  additions  are  being  made  to  suit  the  wants  of  custom- 
ers. In  the  hands  of  a most  admirable  local  Agent,  Henry  W.  Knauff, 
and  of  his  attentive  assistant,  Jacob  Haupt,  the  quarterly  reports  of  sales 
made  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  local  business  has  steadily  advanced,  and  as  our  influence  extends 
and  our  agencies  increase,  we  may  confidently  expect  a large  proportion 
of  church  patronage.  Already  do  we  feel  the  necessity  of  greater  facili- 
ties in  filling  the  orders  for  the  standard  publications  of  the  General  Syn- 
od. We  have  therefore  continued  the  application  so  publicly  made  to 
the  General  Synod  at  Reading,  1857,  for  the  contract  to  do  its  printing 
with  at  least  equal  chance,  by  the  side  of  other  aspirants,  for  success. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  the  Hymn  Book  Committee  of  the  General 
Synod  will  ere  long  give  out  a new  contract,  and  thus  relieve  all  parties 
of  further  expectation. 

The  annual  report  of  the  General  Agent  is  of  the  most  gratifying 
character.  His  fidelity  and  success  are  proverbial.  The  results  of  his 
labors  have  already  appeared  in  extenso,  in  the  papers  of  the  church, 
from  his  own  graphic  pen,  so  that  we  need  merely  present  the  aggregate. 
Father  Keller  commenced  his  labors  March  1,  1857.  Your  committee 
design  to  exhibit  the  data  of  one  year’s  service,  closing  with  February 
28th,  1858. 

St.  Peter’s  church,  Barren  Hill,  Montgomery  county,  Pa. — subscribed 
$365  50;  paid  $333  50.  St.  Michael’s  church,  Germantown,  Pa.— sub- 
scribed $520  ; paid  $500.  The  very  liberal  subscription  in  this  congre- 
gation of  $300,  by  Mr.  Herman  Haupt,  deserves  special  notice.  May  his 
example  provoke  many  others.  St.  Mark’s  church,  Philadelphia.  (Dr. 


1.  Stork’s,) — subscribed  $665  ; paid  $585.  St.  Matthew’s  cluircb,  (Row 
K.  W.  Platter’s,) — subscribed  $355  ; paid  $299.  Christ’s  church,  Eas- 
ton, Pa.,  (Rev.  E.  Greenwald’s) — subscribed  $176  ; paid  $161.  St.  John’s 
church,  Easton,  Po>,  (Rev.  B.  Sadtler’s,) — subscribed  $203;  paid  $188. 
St.  James’  church,  Greenwich,  N.  J.,  (Rev.  J.  K.  Plitt’s,)  subcribed  $300; 
paid  $300.  First  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  Carlisle,  Pa. — subscri- 
bed $265  50;  paid  $246.  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  Shippensbnrg, 
Pa.,  (Rev.  J.  Ulrich’s)— subscribed  $328  50  ; paid  $246  50.  St.  Steph- 
en’s church,  Kingston,  Cumberland  county,  Pa. — subscribed  $135  50; 
paid  $119  50.  Mt.  Zion’s  church,  Churchtown,  Cumberland  county,  Pa. 
— subscribed  $132  50 ; paid  $S5.  Peace  church,  Cumberland  county, 
Pa. — subscribed  $171 ; paid  $106.  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  Trcn- 
del  Spring,  Cumberland  county,  Pa. — subscribed  $74;  paid  $65  50. 
Messiah’s  church,  Mechaniesburg,  Pa. — subscribed  $55  ; paid  $12. 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  New  Holland,  Lancaster  county,  Pa. — 
subscribed  $165  50  ; paid  $87.  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  Centre- 
ville,  Cumberland  county,  Pa. — subscribed  $126  50 ; paid  $36.  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  churches  at  Grindstone  Hill  and  Fayetteville,  Franklin 
county,  Pa. — subscribed  $135  50  ; paid  $35  50.  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church,  Greencastle,  Franklin  county,  Pa. — -subscribed  $187  ; paid  $102. 
St.  James’  church,  Gettysburg,  Adams  county,  Pa. — subscribed  $245  ; 
paid  $88  50.  Christ  church,  Gettysburg,  Adams  county,  Pa. — $118  20  ; 
paid  $71  70.  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  Lower  Merion,  Montgom- 
ery county,  Pa, — subscribed  $125  50  ; paid  $55  25.  St.  Michael’s  and 
Zion’s  churches,  Philadelphia,  (Revs.  Demine,  Mann  and  Wenzel.) — 
subscribed  $421  25  ; paid  235  25.  Zion’s  church,  New  Germantown, 
N.  J., — subscribed  $154;  paid  $104.  Zion’s  church,  German  Valley, 
N.  J., — subscribed  $90  ; paid  $30.  Individual  subscriptions,  $268  34  ; 
paid  $148  34.  Total  amount  subscribed,  $5,  781  29  ; amount  paid,  $1,- 
335  54;  outstanding,  $1,445  75. 

The  great  aim  of  the  Executive  Committee  now  is  to  raise  a sum  suffi- 
cient for  the  purchase  of  a store,  and  thus  save  annually  a heavy  rent. 
Should  the  labors  of  Father  Keller  be  continued  to  the  Society  for  a few 
years  longer,  it  will  doubtless,  under  God,  he  accomplished. 

The  agency  for  the  current  year  was  partially  interrupted  by  the  se- 
vere illness  of  the  agent.  W ith  devout  gratitude  do  we  acknowledge  the 
Divine  goodness  in  again  restoring  our  beloved  aud  useful  brother  to 
health.  May  belong  be  spared  to  the  Church. 

Associated  with  the  General  Agent,  it  is  designed  to  have  several  sub- 
agents. Rev.  Jacob  Medtart  has  already  labored  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia. His  reports  will  also  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  church  pa- 
pers. Your  committee  will  leave  no  means  unemployed  to  accomplish 
the  work  entrusted  to  them. 
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We  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  tlie  condition  and  prospects  of 
the  Lutheran  Home  Journal.  At  no  time  since,  under  the  control  of  our 
Society,  has  it  given  such  good  promise  of  success.  Under  the  man- 
agement of  Messrs.  Houpt  & Knauffj  it  has  received  a new  life,  and  bids 
fair  to  attain  a vigorous  growth,  A single  agent  in  a few  months  return- 
ed over  two  hundred  names  as  new  subscribers.  It  deserves  a place  in 
every  Lutheran  family  in  our  land.  AVe  bespeak  for  it  the  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  Society.  As  an  association,  we  cannot  safely  dispense  with  it. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  money  matters,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  follow  the  example  of  other  much  older  and  more  richly  en- 
dowed Boards  of  Publication,  in  refusing  to  publish  much  during  the 
past  year.  The  works  which  have  gone  forth  under  our  imprint  since 
our  last  report  have  been  favorably  received.  Negotiations  are  in  pro- 
gress to  bring  out  others  as  soon  as  business  begins  somewhat  to  revive. 
Special  contributions  having  been  made  by  several  members  of  St.  James’ 
Lutheran  church,  Gettysburg,  and  by  a member  oi  St.  Matthew’s  con- 
gregation, Philadelphia,  towards  the  publication  of  Bogatsky's  Golden 
Treasury,  an  edition  of  which  may  be  expected  before  long,  the  Board 
having  made  arrangements  for  a new  translation  from  the  original. 

More  fully  convinced  than  ever  of  the  importance  of  this  Society  to 
the  rapid  development  of  our  church  resources,  we  again  commit  its  in- 
terests to  the  sympathy  of  its  friends,  and  to  the  care  and  control  of  Him, 
by  whose  blessing  alone  it  can  attain  to  permanent  usefulness. 

Interesting  and  able  addresses  were  then  delivered  by  Rev. 
T.  Stork,  D.  I).,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  in 
the  presence  of  a large  and  attentive  assembly.  After  which 
the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  President  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

M.  L.  STOEVER, 

Secretary. 


The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Publication  Society  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  Church  under  the  pas- 
toral care  of  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  May 
19th,  1859. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Society  was  called  to 
order  by  the  Secretary,  and  Frederick  Gebhart,  Esq.,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  appointed  Chairman. 


After  making  some  arrangements  for  the  anniversary  exer- 
cises, the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  half-past  seven  o’- 
clock in  the  evening. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

The  Society  convened  according  to  adjournment.  Rev. 
Frederick  Ruthrauff  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  prayer  of- 
fered by  Rev.  D.  Garver.  The  annual  report  was  then  read 
by  Rev.  T.  T.  Titus,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Publication.  After  which,  addresses,  interesting  and  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion,  were  delivered  by  Rev.  F.  Spring- 
er, Rev.  Dr.  McCron  and  Rev.  R.  A.  Fink. 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  Lutheran  Board  of  Publication  desire  to  present  their  Fourth  An- 
nual Report  to  the  Society  they  represent,  with  feelings  of  devout  grati- 
tude to  the  Head  of  the  Church  for  whatever  success  may  have  crowned 
their  efforts  in  the  sphere  of  labor  assigned  them.  If  these  efforts  have 
not  resulted  in  the  accomplishment  of  as  much  good  as  the  friends  of 
the  cause  may  have  desired  and  anticipated,  it  must  be  recollected  that 
institutions  of  extensive  and  beneficial  influence  cannot  spring  forth, 
Minerva-like,  fully  equipped  for  usefulness  in  a few  months,  or  even  years; 
they  are  the  product  of  the  combined  wisdom  and  energy  of  Christian  hearts 
and  hands,  patiently  and  perseveringly  toiling  on  for  many  years,  laying 
broad  and  deep  the  foundations,  and  cautiously  placing  stone  after  stone 
of  well-tested  solidity  and  beauty  in  the  superstructure.  Thus  slowly, 
but  surely,  have  the  great  institutions  of  the  past  and  present  arisen 
from  small  beginnings,  to  be  edifices  of  harmonious  proportions  and  un- 
crumbling durability,  a praise  in  the  earth  and  a blessing  to  mankind. 

Guided  by  such  examples  as  well  as  by  the  dictates  of  sound  reason, 
the  Board  have  preferred  to  hasten  slowly  in  the  work  entrusted  to  their 
hands,  and  to  build  strongly  and  compactly,  rather  than  rapidly.  If  they 
have  been  remiss  in  duty,  and  are  guilty  of  unfaithfulness  to  their  trust, 
“Let  him  that  is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone,”  and  the  first  vote  to 
transfer  our  publication  interests  to  other  hands.  Whilst  conscious  of  hu- 
man imperfections,  they  can  sincerely  say  “ We  have  done  what  we  could." 
Nor  have  their  efforts  been  feeble  and  fruitless,  though  they  thus  dis- 
claim any  pretensions  to  great  achievements.  With  hearts  fully  devoted, 
they  believe,  to  the  interests  of  vital  piety  and  the  welfare  of  our  beloved 
Zion,  they  have  steadily  aimed  at  the  development  and  circulation  of  s 
sound  Lutheran  literature  in  the  church,  according  to  the  declared  ob- 
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ject  of  your  Society.  In  order  the  most  successfully  to  carry  out  this 
cardinal  design  of  their  appointment,  the  Board  have  felt  convinced  that 
a Publication  House,  the  property  of  the  Society,  was  indispensable,  as  a 
centre  of  operations  and  a source  of  revenue.  In  this  they  were  guided 
by  the  experience  and  practice  of  all  other  denominations  which  have  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  publication,  each  having  a depository,  which,  in 
many  cases,  is  a source  of  much  pecuniary  profit  as  well  as  an  all-impor- 
tant adjunct  to  the  work  of  publishing  and  circulating  the  literature  of 
the  Church. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  held  in  Baltimore  about  a year  ago, 
it  was  communicated  to  the  members  present  and  also  through  our  de- 
nominational papers  to  the  Church  at  large,  by  the  report  of  the  former 
worthy  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board,  that  a commodious  and  ele- 
gible  house  had  been  rented  by  the  Board  on  Arch  street,  below  8th, 
Philadelphia,  in  which  a Depository  of  Lutheran  books  and  other  stan- 
dard religious  works  was  opened  in  September,  1857.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  a Publication  House,  such  as  was  contemplated  by  the  foun- 
ders of  the  Society,  and  authorized  to  be  established  in  the  Vlth  Article 
of  the  Constitution.  It  still  exists,  and  has  been  gradually  enlarging  its 
operations  and  usefulness  since  its  commencement.  The  first  year  or 
more  of  its  existence  was  the  period  of  “hard  times,”  of  money  pressure 
and  pecuniary  embarrassment  unprecedented.  All  branches  of  trade 
were  prostrated,  and  the  book  business,  which  is  usually  considered  as 
furnishing  the  luxuries  rather  than  the  necessaries  of  life,  received  a 
blow  from  which  it  is  only  now  fairly  beginning  to  recover.  During  this 
season  of  financial  prostration,  the  Publication  House  managed  to  keep 
above  water,  and  hold  its  ground,  young  as  it  was.  Fortunately,  its  bus- 
iness bad  not  yet  expanded  to  any  great  extent,  and  it,  therefore,  by  pru- 
dent management,  passed  safely  through  the  crisis.  During  the  year 
now  passed,  and  especially  during  the  past  winter,  the  business  of  the 
st  ::  h:..=:  exhibited  a gratifying  and  steady  increase.  For  the  six  months 
e hug  July  1st,  1858,  the  total  sales  were  $2,470  59  ; for  the  six  months 
ending  January  1st,  1859,  they  were  $3,099  29.  Total  sales  for  the  year 
1858,  $5,569  88.  For  the  first  three  months  of  the  current  year,  the 
sales  amounted  to  $2,500  00  ; for  the  month  of  April  they  were  $1,361- 
34.  Total  sales  since  1st  of  January  about  $4,000 ; or  more  than  two- 
thirds  the  entire  sales  of  last  year,  thus  showing  a large  increase  of  bus- 
iness which  surely  argues  well  for  the  future  activity  and  usefulness  of 
the  establishment.  Every  week  and  month  brings  to  it  more  and  more 
of  the  patronage  of  the  church,  and  the  Board  cannot  but  believe  that 
the  more  fully  it  becomes  known  to  the  pastors  and  members  of  our  Zi- 
on, that  all  our  Lutheran  publications  and  all  other  religious  books,  in- 
cluding the  books  of  the  Am.  S.  S.  Union,  Tract  Society,  &c.,  can  be  ob- 
tained as  cheaply  at  our  Publication  House  as  elsewhere,  and  yet  allow 
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us  the  benefit  of  the  trade  discount,  they  will  send  on  their  orders  to  this 
establishment  of  the  church,  and  have  them  promptly  filled  by  the  wor- 
thy, correct  and  obliging  Local  Agent. 

But  a serious  drawback  to  the  prospects  of  the  Publication  House,  and 
the  general  financial  operations  of  the  Board,  has  hitherto  existed  in  the 
heavy  rent  which  had  to  be  paid  for  the  building  in  which  the  store  is  lo- 
cated. This  rent  not  only  absorbed  the  profits  of  the  business  done,  but 
made  large  demands  upon  the  treasury  of  the  Society,  and  thus  prevented 
the  publication  and  circulation  of  books,  which  the  Board  feel  to  be  their 
great  ultimate  duty.  Although  reluctant  to  use  the  funds  contributed  by 
the  church  through  the  labors  of  the  indefatigable  General  Agent,  mere- 
ly for  the  payment  of  rent,  the  Board  still  saw  no  other  alternative  than 
to  do  so  for  a time,  until  an  opportunity  offered  to  purchase  a property 
in  behalf  of  the  Society,  to  belong  to  it,  and  to  be  used  as  a permanent 
location  for  the  Depository  and  a centre  for  their  future  publishing  oper- 
ations. To  purchase  a suitable  house  at  this  stage  of  their  existence  in 
Philadelphia,  without  involving  themselves  inextricably  in  debt,  was  to 
them  a subject  of  intense  solicitude  and  frequent  deliberation.  Satis- 
fied of  the  necessity  of  such  a house,  they  determined,  in  reliance  upon 
God,  and  the  support  of  his  people  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  make  the 
purchase,  formidable  as  the  transaction  appeared.  Great  success  having 
attended  the  efforts  of  the  General  Agent  in  obtaining  subscriptions 
during  the  winter,  supposing  that  property  would  enhance  in  value  as  bu- 
siness revived,  they  proceeded  to  effect  the  purchase  of  a substantial  three 
story  brick  house,  on  9th  street,  below  Arch,  in  a business  locality  of  the 
city,  for  the  sum  of  $10,500, — $6,000  of  which  can  remain  iu  mortgage 
on  the  property,  to  be  paid  at  any  future  time.  With  some  additional 
expense  to  put  the  building  in  order  for  occupation  by  the  store,  the 
Board  will  have  a permanent  location  for  their  future  operations.  The 
part  of  the  house  not  used  by  them  will  rent,  as  a dwelling,  for  a sum 
sufficient,  it  is  supposed,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  mortgage,  leaving  only 
the  salary  of  the  local  agent,  taxes,  &c.,  as  the  regular  yearly  expenses. 
These  will  not  amount  to  as  much  as  has  been  paid  for  rent  alone,  and 
will  be  met,  no  doubt,  by  the  profits  and  the  sales.  As  soon,  therefore, 
as  the  Church  enables  the  Board  to  make  the  cash  payments  necessary 
in  the  purchase  and  fitting  up  of  the  property  they  have  purchased,  which 
will,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  be  promptly  done,  the  way  will  be  open  for 
embarking  more  extensively  in  the  work  of  publishing  and  circulating 
Lutheran  literature.  The  work  thus  far  done  is  mainly  preliminary,  and 
yet,  not  on  that  account,  unimportant.  Indeed  the  Board  feels  that  in  the 
purchase  of  a house  for  a permanent  location,  they  have  laid  the  surest 
foundation  for  the  future  success  of  the  Society.  Without  a fixed  home 
they  were  houseless  wanderers,  but  now  they  hope  soon  to  have  a “local 
habitation"  as  well  as  “a  name.” 


Though,  on  account  of  the  causes  mentioned,  the  Board  have  not  done 
much  in  publishing  books  during  the  past  year,  they  have  not  been  alto- 
gether inactive  in  this  direction.  BogatsJcy's  Golden  Treasury,  transla- 
ted so  faithfully  and  well  by  Rev.  Dr.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  of  Germantown, 
and  stereotyped  by  the  contributions  of  several  warm-hearted  Christians, 
at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  a liberal  donation  from  a lady  belonging  to  St. 
Matthew’s  Church,  Philadelphia,  was  first  sent  forth  to  the  church  in  De- 
cember last,  and  it  affords  the  Board  much  pleasure  to  announce  that  its 
sale  has  even  exceeded  their  expectations,  sanguine  as  they  were,  that 
such  a devotional  manual  would  be  welcomed  gladly  by  the  church,  especi- 
ally at  this  season  of  revivals  and  increasing  spirituality.  The  first  edition 
was  exhausted  in  March,  and  a second  edition  has  been  printed,  which  has 
also  nearly  disappeared  from  the  shelves  of  the  Publication  House.  The 
rapid  sale  of  this  little  book  proves  at  least  two  things  to  the  Board.  1. 
That  the  Lutheran  church  in  America,  appreciates  our  effort  to  render 
faithfully  into  the  English  the  rich  literature  of  the  Mother  Church  in 
Germany,  and  will  prefer  such  faithful  translations  to  the  mutilated 
form  in  which  the  same  work  may  be  offered  to  it  by  others.  2.  That 
practical  and  devotional  works  rather  than  polemical  and  doctrinal  ones, 
are  most  likely  to  find  a wide  circulation,  and  exert  a hallowed  influence 
upon  the  people.  11  Father  Keller  little  thought  what  a real  treasure  that 
little  hook  would  prove  to  me  when  he  brought  it  to  our  house,”  said  a la- 
dy who  had  recently  given  her  heart  to  Christ,  and  who  had  been  greatly 
benefited  while  under  conviction  for  sin,  by  reading  the  Gulden  Treasury. 
Such  facts  show  the  influence  for  lasting  good  exerted  by  publications  of 
this  kind.  In  addition  to  the  Golden  Treasury,  the  Board  have  published 
an  edition  of  the  24mo.  Lutheran  Hymn  Book,  being  authorized  to  do 
so  by  the  Hymn  Book  Committee  of  the  General  Synod.  This  edition, 
printed  in  November,  was  exhausted  in  April,  and  another  has  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Committee,  and  is  now  on  hand.  An  edition  of  the  48mo. 
Book  has  also  been  authorized  and  will  soon  be  issued.  The  total  num- 
ber of  Hymn  Books  sold  from  the  time  of  publishing  till  the  31st  of 
March  last,  is  2881.  This  is  a gratifying  fact  to  all  who  desire  to  see 
the  Books  of  the  Church  published  by  the  Publication  Society  of  the 
Church,  since  it  shows  the  willingness  of  Lutherans  to  patronize  the  So- 
ciety in  this  particular.  The  Board  published  no  Christmas  Book  last 
year,  as  they  did  on  former  occasions,  having  on  hand  a number  of  cop- 
ies of  the  Life  Pictures  from  the  Missionary  field,  with  which  they  sup- 
plied the  demand  for  Christmas  Books. 

The  prospect  for  the  future  in  the  publication  work  is  cheering.  Two 
standard  works,  loudly  called  for  in  the  church,  are  in  a course  of  publi- 
cation and  will  be  issued  in  a few  months.  One  of  these  is  a Lutheran 
Prayer  Book  of  an  improved  and  superior  character,  embracing  the  best 
devotional  utterances  heretofore  published,  with  much  original  matter, 
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skilfully  arranged  and  adapted  to  family  and  closet  devotion.  The  oth- 
er is  a Lutheran  S.  School  Hymn  Book,  compiled  from  the  best  sources, 
Lutheran  in  tone  as  well  as  name,  and  adapted  to  Infant  S.  Schools. 
Both  these  works  are  in  the  hands  of  competent  committees,  who  will, 
ere  long,  give  them  to  the  press.  The  funds  to  stereotype  them  both 
have  been  generously  donated  by  liberal  Lutheran  Christians.  In  cases 
where  such  donations  are  made,  the  Board  cannot  hesitate  to  publish, 
since  there  is  but  little  outlay  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Society. 
But  in  the  case  of  books  offered  for  publications,  where  the  expense  of 
stereotyping  would  have  to  be  borne  by  the  Board,  they  have  felt,  under 
the  pressure  of  the  times  and  the  desire  to  husband  their  resources  for 
the  purchase  of  a house,  that  they  should  proceed  very  cautiously.  Hence 
they  have  declined  to  publish  works  which  they  approved,  and  are  hold- 
ing under  consideration  and  abeyance  others  of  a highly  unexceptiona- 
ble character.  A want  of  funds,  alone,  leads  them  to  discriminate, 
among  approved  works,  in  favor  of  those  which  cost  their  treasury  least 
and  sell  the  readiest.  It  is  fondly  hoped  that  the  time  will  soon  arrive  when 
no  book  need  be  set  aside  on  account  of  the  cost  of  publication,  and 
when  all  works  approved  by  the  publishing  committee,  w-ill  be  at  once 
sent  forth  to  the  church.  We  pray  for  the  speedy  coming  of  that  time. 

The  Board  again  takes  occassion  to  call  attention  to  the  Lutneran 
Home  Journal  and  its  interests.  This  journal,  though  it  has  not  been, 
since  Jan.  1858,  directly  published  by  the  Board,  yet  has  its  imprint  and 
sanction,  and  is  eminently  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  our  operations, 
being,  in  a measure,  a connecting  medium  between  us  and  the  church. 
Its  present  condition  is  prosperous,  though  an  effort  on  the  part  of  its 
readers  and  friends,  to  extend  its  circulation  and  furnish  interesting  mat- 
ter for  its  columns,  would  be  thankfully  received.  Accounts,  especially, 
of  the  out-pouring  of  God's  spirit  on  our  congregations,  interesting  com- 
munion sermons,  the  erection  and  dedication  of  new  churches.  &c.,  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  the  compiler  of  the  church  intelligence  depart- 
ment. That  a periodical  of  this  kind  is  needed  in  our  church,  all  must 
admit ; yet  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be,  all  who  love  our  Zion  must 
lend  their  co-operation.  The  Journal  has,  for  the  last  year  it  is  believed 
commended  itself  to  its  patrons  by  its  punctual  publication  and  mail- 
ment  at  the  beginning  of  each  month,  by  its  increasing  number  of  illus- 
trations, and  by  the  variety  and  worth  of  its  generally  well-written  and 
instructive  articles.  The  May  number  will  bear  a favorable  comparison 
with  any  denominational  Dollar  Monthly  in  our  country,  of  its  age,  for 
it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  a $3  Magazine  of  years  standing 
and  general  circulation,  but  a Lutheran  Home  Journal,  two  and  a half 
years  old,  furnished  for  one  dollar.  The  Board  feels  satisfied  that  the 
active  and  persevering  brethren  who  now  publish  it  will  spare  no  pains 
to  render  it  worthy  the  patronage  of  the  church  and  a profitable  visitor 
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to  every  Lutheran  family,  and  we  therefore  make  this  appeal  in  its  behalf 
to  all  who  desire  a Lutheran  Home  Magazine. 

It  only  remains  for  the  Board  to  notice  tho  labors  and  success  of  their 
true  and  tried  General  Agent — Father  Keller.  And  they  do  so  with 
gratitude  to  God  who  has  had  this  beloved  Father  in  his  covenant  keep- 
ing whilst  traversing  the  church  in  behalf  of  the  Publication  cause.  His 
life  and  health,  though  jeoparded  greatly  by  his  arduous  labors,  have 
been  precious  in  the  sight  of  heaven.  Though  at  times  afflicted  for  a sea- 
son, he  has  been  graciously  restored  in  a few  days  to  his  usual  vigor,  and 
hasjprosecuted  his  work  with  an  earnest  heart  and  an  untiring  hand.  The 
Board  also  acknowledge,  with  many  thanks  to  the  churches  he  has  visi- 
ted, the  kind  receptiou  he  has  everywhere  met  from  pastors  and  people. 
Through  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  these,  he  has  been  greatly  facilita- 
ted in  his  labors,  and  their  result  rendered  highly  gratifying.  A liberal 
response  has  been  given  to  his  appeal  wherever  he  has  presented  it,  and 
the  voice  of  the  church,  thus  enunciated,  has  greatly  encouraged  the 
Board  in  their  operations,  and  induced  them  to  take  the  steps  they  have, 
in  purchasing  a permanent  location.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  Publi- 
cation cause  is  one  that  commends  itself  to  every  intelligent  Lutheran, 
as  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  full  development  of  our  church  in  this 
country,  and  they  therefore  believe  that  it  will  not  be  suffered  to  languish 
or  be  retarded  in  its  operations,  for  the  want  of  funds. 

The  annual  report  of  our  General  Agent  was  presented  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  second  year’s  service  which  occurred  the  first  of  March  last. 
It  presents  an  aggregate  of  moneys  collected,  exclusive  of  old  subscrip- 
tions, amounting  to  $4,432  25.  Of  this  sum,  $2,484  09  were  cash  and 
the  rest  in  unpaid  subscriptions.  The  General  Agent  also  collected  on 
backstanding  subscriptions,  before  reported,  $1,010,  making  the  amount 
actually  brought  by  him  into  the  Treasury,  $3,494  09. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  detail  of  his  operations  in  the  church- 


es : — 

Nnraes  of  Pastors  and  their  Congregations : Subscribed.  Paid. 

Rev.  II.  A.  Fink,  Christ's  Ev.  L.  church,  Lewisburg,  Pa.  $163  00  $91  50 
Rev.  J.  G.  Anspach,  Union  Ev.  L.  church,  Union  co.,...  93  25  56  50 

St.  Peter’s  church,  Union  county, 120  50  41  00 

St.  Peter’s  church,  formerly  Rays  church, 107  00  40  50 

Driesbachs  Ev.  Luth.  church, 77  00  40  00 

Rev.  C.  C.  Culler,  Trinity  L.  church,  Milton,  Pa 174  50  78  50 

Rev.  J.  Albert,  Ev.  L.  church,  Lower  Mt.  Bethel,  Pa — 106  50  33  50 

Upper  Mount  Bethel, 88  50  41  50 

Rev.  A.  C.  Wedekind,  Ev.  L.  church,  Lebanon,  Pa 370  00  149  50 

Rev.  F.  W.  Geissenhainer,  Ev.  L.  church,  New  York,...  312  00  295  00 
Dr.  C.  F.  Stohlman,  St.  Matthews  Ev  L.  church,  N.  Y,  121  50  121  50 
Rev,  Jacob  F.  Wampolc’s  charge,  Shamokin,  Pa 301  00  54  75 


Ill 


Rev.  P.  Rizer,  New  Berlin  charge,  Snyder  co.,  Pa Ill  00  03  50 

Dr.  C.  P.  Krautli,  First  Ev.  L.  church,  Pittsburg,  Pa 505  00  229  00 

German  Ev.  Luth.  church,  (vacant,) 91  00  39  50 

Rev.  H.  Reck,  Ev.  L.  church,  Birmingham,  Pittsb’g,  Pa.  49  00  25  00 

Ev.  Luth.  church,  Mt.  Calvary, 40  50  28  50 

Rev.  W.  F.  Ulery,  Ev.  L.  ch.  Greensb’g.  & Adamsb’g.  Pa.  15100  16  00 

Rev.  D.  Swope,  Ev.  L.  church,  Johnstown,  Pa 107  00  55  00 

Rev.  C.  Kress,  Ger.  Ev.  L.  church,  Johnstown,  Pa 15  00  11  00 

Rev.  J.  F.  Krotel,  Trinity  Ev.  L.  ch.  Lancaster,  Pa 428  00  282  00 

Rev.  B.  W.  Schmauk,  Ger.  Ev.  L.  ch.  Lancaster,  Pa 78  00  48  00 

Dr.  S.  D.  Finkel,  Ger.  Ev.  L.  ch.  Washington,  D.  C 144  00  76  34 

Dr.  G.  Diehl,  Ev.  L.  church,  Frederick  city,  Md 225  00  117  50 

Rev.  W.  M.  Baum,  Ev.  L.  church,  Winchester,  Ya 211  20  164  00 

Rev.  R.  Collier,  Ev.  L.  ch.  Spruce  Run,  N.  J.  donation.  10  00  10  00 

Additional  subscriptions,  including  cash  from  subscrip- 
tions of  previous  year,  Philadelphia,  viz  : 

St.  Michael’s  and  Zion  churches,  German, 32  00 

St.  Mark’s  Ev.  Luth.  church, 40  00  95  00 

St.  Matthews’  Ev.  Luth.  church, 100  00  120  00 


Total  subscribed, $4432  25  $2484  09 

Collected  on  outstanding  subscriptions, 1010  00 


Total  brought  to  treasury, $3494  09 


If  it  be  asked  what  has  the  Board  done  with  these  and  former  sums 
collected  from  the  churches,  it  is  answered  that  a considerable  portion 
has  hitherto  necessarily  gone  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
establishment  of  a new  enterprise.  The  rent  of  the  house,  heretofore 
noticed,  has  absorbed  a considerable  sum,  and  the  gradual  enlargement 
of  the  stock  of  books  on  hand  at  our  Depository,  also  required  frequent 
appropriations  ; while  the  salaries  of  our  General  and  Local  Agent  and 
his  assistant,  though  all  exceedingly  moderate,  increased  the  amount  of 
expenses. 

There  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1859,  in  the  Depository,  merchan- 
dize, outstanding  dues,  cash-fixtures,  &c.,  amounting  in  all  to  $4,446  08, 
as  the  total  assets  of  the  store;  from  which  deduct  liabilities  amounting 
, to  $1,691  53,  and  the  sum  of  $3,012  51  is  leftas  the  net  capital  invested 
in  the  Publication  House.  To  this  add  $1,500  in  cash  and  safe  invest- 
ments and  you  see  $4,512  unexpended  and  legitimately  employed  in  the 
publication  business.  If  a large  sum  has  been  expended  for  rent, 
&c.,  it  has  been  a necessity  that  could  not  be  avoided,  but  which  will 
be  obviated  in  part  as  soon  as  we  get  possession  of  the  house  purchas- 
ed in  9th  stieet.  Suffice  it  to  say  on  this  point,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  our  expenses,  they  have  not  been  carelessly  incurred.  Every 
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item  lias  been  strictly  scanned,  and  our  resources  carefully  husbanded, 
feeling  that  we  are  the  stewards  of  the  churches’  benefactions.  The  la- 
bor of  the  members  of  the  Board  has  all  been  gratuitous,  and  in  some 
cases  expensive  to  themselves ; yet  these  sacrifices  have  been  cheerful- 
ly made  for  the  good  of  the  cause.  Beside  this,  our  venerable  General 
Agent— Father  Benjamin  Keller — has  furnished  an  instance  of  pecuniary 
sacrifice  in  this  enterprise,  which  deserves  to  be  recorded  to  the  hon- 
or of  his  grey  hairs  and  pious  heart.  Of  his  own  accord,  he  has  re- 
linquished one  halt  his  stipulated  salary,  consenting  to  continue  his 
labors  for  $300  per  annum,  which  is  far  less  than  his  services  .are 
worth  to  the  Board,  and  less  than  any  similar  agent  receives.  He 
thus  virtually  pays  several  hundred  dollars  into  the  Society’s  treasury, 
besides  his  indespensable  labors  to  fill  it  from  the  donations  of  the 
church.  Such  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  church  and  the  glory 
of  God,  demands  the  warmest  commendation  of  all,  and  will  surely 
have  its  meet  reward  in  a better  world. 

Such  is  a brief  outline  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  for  the  past 
year,  and  its  present  condition.  The  future  is  in  God’s  hands.  It  is 
not  without  promise  to  our  cause.  The  Publication  Society-  of  the 
Lutheran  church  is  yet  an  infant.  It  has  not,  however,  been  altogether 
useless  or  inactive.  It  has  been  gradually  gathering  strength  of  mus- 
cle and  height  of  stature.  Its  friends  are  rapidly  multiplying.  The 
voice  of  obloquy  and  opposition  is  dying  away.  A great  work  lies 
before  it.  Shall  it  be  done — done  promptly  and  done  well?  Dare  it 
be  neglected?  Who  that  loves  our  Zion  will  shrink  from  the  path  of 
duty  marked  out  for  us  in  this  direction.  Who  will  prove  recreant  to 
the  task  of  giving  to  our  membership  a pure  evangelical  church  liter- 
ature, of  which  our  posterity  may  be  proud  and  the  world  not  asham- 
ed ? Let  us,  with  renewed  zeal,  engage  earnestly,  with  heart  and  hand, 
in  this  noble  work,  and  God  will  crown  our  efforts  and  receive  all  the 
glory  ? 

Respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

T.  T.  TITUS, 

Cor.  Sec. 

Resolved , That  the  report,  which  has  been  presented,  be 
received  and  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society;  also 
that  a copy  be  furnished  the  Editors  of  the  church  papers 
for  publication. 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  has  heard  with  great  pleasure 
and  highly  approve  of  the  recent  action  of  the  Board,  in  pur- 
chasing a permanent  House  for  the  transaction  of  business 
and  the  Society’s  publications. 
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Rev.  T.  T.  Titus,  in  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board,  was  chosen  Treasurer  pro.  tem. 

Rev.  Dr.  Schaeffer,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Publication, 
requested  the  Society  to  memorialize  the  General  Synod  on 
several  subjects,  connected  with  the  publications  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  in  which  the  Board  felt  a special  interest. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman  and  Mr. 
L.  L.  Houpt  were  appointed  a committee  to  present  the  me- 
morial to  the  General  Synod. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  previously 
announced  in  the  Church  papers,  were  proposed  and  adopted : 

Article  III,  so  as  to  read : 

“The  Society  shall  hold  its  meetings,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  the  meeting  of  every  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  or  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Society  may  desig- 
nate, when  there  shall  be  elected  a President  and  Secretary. 
At  the  same  time  the  Society  shall  elect  a Board  of  Publica- 
tion, to  hold  its  meetings  in  Philadelphia,  and  to  be  composed 
of  twenty-four  members,  all  of  whom  shall  be  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  two- 
thirds  of  whom  shall  be  within  such  a distance  of  Philadel- 
phia as  to  be  able  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board.” 

Article  X,  so  as  to  read  : 

“The  awards  of  books  and  publications  shall  not  be  ex- 
tended to  those  who  may  become  life-members  and  directors 
after  the  1st  of  June,  1859.  Each  life-member  shall  be  en- 
titled to  a seat  and  vote  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and 
each  life-director  shall  be  entitled  to  a seat  in  the  meetings 
of  the  Board,  and  to  take  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings.” 

The  Society  now  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  two  years.  The  following  individuals  were  cho- 
sen : 

President. — II.  IT.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D. 

Secretary. — Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

Board  of  Publication. — J.  C.  Baker,  D.  D.,  Rev.  B.  Kel- 
ler, C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hutter,  W.  J.  Mann, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  Rev.  L.  E, 
15 


Ill 


Albert,  Rev.  T.  T.  Titus,  Rev.  S.  Sentman,  Rev.  C.  J. 
Ehrehart,  C.  F.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  J.  G.  Morris,  D.  I).,  C. 
P.  Krauth,  Jr.  D.  D.,  S.  Sprecher,  D.  I).,  G.  Diehl,  D.  D., 
Rev.  C.  A.  Hay,  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  R.  B.  Miller,  L.  L. 
IToupt,  J.  L.  Frederick,  L.  Bremer,  G.  A.  Reichart  and  H. 
IT.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  after  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Harkey. 

M.  L.  STOEVER, 

Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS  of  the  historical  society. 


The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Schmucker,  who  presented  some  interesting  statements  in 
reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Society. 

The  following  individuals  constituted  themselves  members 
of  the  Society,  by  the  payment  of  fifty  cents  each  : 

C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  W.  D.  Strobel,  D.  D.,  J.  McCron, 
D.  D.,  S.  W.  Harkey,  D.  D.,  D.  Swope,  J.  Fry,  A.  IL  Wa- 
ters, T.  T.  Jaeger,  W.  G.  Laitzle,  S.  Scherer,  E.  Deyoe,  J. 
Selmser,  J.  Rugan,  II.  Reck,  E.  Breidenbaugh,  P.  A.  Stro- 
bel, C.  Stroud,  J.  C.  Brodfuhrer,  M.  Officer,  G.  W.  Schaef- 
fer, S.  P .Lawson,  D.  Steck,  G.  F.  Miller,  J.  Welfley,  P.  Ri- 
zer,  S.  Weills,  A.  Weills,  II.  Borchard,  D.  Garver,  L.  C. 
Groseclose,  J.  Melhorn,  C.  A.  Baer,  W.  D.  Roedel,  J.  Wel- 
ker, W.  S.  Emery,  P.  Graff,  S.  Garver,  F.  Gebliart,  M.  M. 
Yeakle  and  B.  Tanner. 

The  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  then  read 
by  Dr.  Morris,  and  received. 

Report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  undersigned,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  “Lutheran  Histori- 
cal Society,”  has  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

In  accordance  with  a resolution,  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  His- 
torical Society,  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  write 
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to  every  Lutheran  author  in  the  United  States,  and  request  him  to  send 
a copy  of  his  publications  to  the  Library  of  the  Society  at  Gettysburg ; 
the  undersigned  had  a printed  circular  prepared,  of  which  a copy  was 
sent  to  every  Lutheran  author  of  whom  he  could  obtain  any  knowledge 
in  the  United  States,  and  received  in  reply,  donations  to  the  following 
extent.  It  is  a matter  of  regret,  that  the  number  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets has  been  so  small : 

I.  Books. 

1.  From  Rev.  S.  Ritz,  a copy  of  a work  written  by  himself,  entitled: 
“A  Dialogue  on  Luther  and  the  Lutheran  Church.” 

2.  From  J.  B.  Crist:  “The  Blessedness  of  the  Righteous.” 

The  former  of  these  brethren,  Rev.  S.  Ritz,  likewise  informed  me  in  the 
letter  accompanying  the  book  he  transmitted,  that  he  was  also  the  author 
of  another  work,  but  he  had  only  a single  copy  ofitin  his  possession  ; he 
promised,  however,  to  send  it  also  to  the  Library,  provided  a second  edi- 
tion was  published. 

Rev.  Dr.  B.  Kurtz,  of  Baltimore,  also  responded  to  the  “Circular,”  and 
wrote,  among  other  things,  the  following  : “I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  pow- 
er to  send  a copy  of  my  publications  for  the  Library  of  the  Society.  Sev- 
eral of  my  works  are  out  of  print,  and  of  the  rest,  I have  but  a single 
copy  left  for  my  own  private  use.” 

II.  Pamphlets  and  Periodicals. 

Through  the  agency  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mann,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
publishers,  Messrs.  Schaeffer  & Koradi : 

1.  “Der  Deutsche  Kirchenfreund,”  beginning  with  Nov.  1857,  and  con- 
tinued up  to  the  present  time. 

2.  From  the  Rev.  G.  Dopken,  4 Hefte.  Die  Herrlichen  Siege  des 
Evangeliums  in  Siid-Afrika. 

3.  Rev.  D.  H.  Focht  the  following : 

a.  “True  Heart  Prayer.” 

b.  “History  of  the  Grindstone  Hill  Ev.  Luth.  church.” 

c.  “An  Educated  Ministry  demanded.” 

d.  “Two  Letters  addressed  to  Mr.  G.  Hetrick  by  his  Uncle.” 

e.  (c)  In  German. 

4.  From  Rev.  M.  Officer,  “Western  Africa  as  a Mission  Field.” 

5.  From  Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  2 pamphlets: 

a.  “The  Peace  of  the  Church.” 

b.  “A  Synodical  Discourse.” 

G.  Rev.  William  Gerhardt:  “An  Inaugural  Discourse,  delivered  in 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Cabarras  co.,  N.  C. 

7.  Rev.  P.  Anstadt:  “Pfiugst-Predigt  von  C.  F.  Goldammer.” 

8.  Dr.  H.  L.  Baugher  : “The  Birth-right  of  the  Christian.” 

9.  Rev.  J.  G.  Harris : “Address  delivered  before  the  Literary  Socie- 
ies  of  Wittenberg  College,  1852.” 


11(J 


10.  From  Prof.  Stoever  : 

a.  Address  before  the  Alumni  of  Pa.  College,  1857,  by  Dr.  Bittle. 

b.  “ “ “ Linnaean  Association,  1857,  by  Dr.  Biddle. 

c.  “The  Bible,  the  Safeguard  of  our  Institutions,”  by  Dr.  Diehl. 

d.  “The  New  Theology,”  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Brown. 

e.  “Christian  Baptism,”  by  Rev.  T.  Lape. 

f.  A Lithographic  Portrait  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  G.  Schmucker. 

11.  Rev.  J.  K.  Brobst : Der  Lutherisehe  Kalender,  for  1858.” 

12.  Rev.  T.  Lape,  “The  National  Preacher  for  July  1857.” 

13.  Rev.  M.  Sheeleigh: 

а.  Die  Letzte  Ehre,  durch  C.  R.  Demme. 

б.  “Farewell  Sermon.” 

14.  Annual  Catalogue  of  the  Hagerstown  Female  Seminary  for  1857-8. 

15.  Dr.  Baugher’s  Baccalaureate  Address  for  1858. 

16.  Minutes  of  the  111th  Session  of  the  German  Ev.  Luth.  Ministerium 
of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States. 

17.  A Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Harris,  on  the  death  of  Jonas  Crigler. 

20.  Through  the  personal  application  of  the  writer,  at  the  meeting  of 
East  Pennsylvania  Synod  in  Lancaster,  in  1857,  and  the  kindness  of  Rev. 
D.  Steck,  Secretary  of  the  same  body,  a complete  set  of  the  minutes  of 
that  Synod  from  the  year  1842  to  1857,  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
’44,  ’45,  '46. 

These  are  all  which  have  passed  through  my  hands,  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Synod,  and  have  been  deposited  in  the  Library  of  the 
Society,  through  the  Curator,  Dr.  C.  F.  Schaeffer,  and  have  by  him  been 
already  acknowledged  as  received,  in  the  papers  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  A.  MUHLENBERG,  Jr., 

Cor.  Sec.  of  the  Luth.  Hist.  Society. 

Gettysburg.  April  15,  1859. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  which  was  also  accep- 
ted. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Historical  Society  reports  that  his  Receipts 


are, $25  50 

Expenditures, 6 17 

Balance  on  hand,... $19  33 


M.  JACOBS, 
Treasurer. 
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The  following  officers  were  then  chosen : 

President. — S.  S.  Schmucker,  D.  D. 

Vice-Presidents. — John  Bachman,  D.  D.  LL.  D.,  John  G. 
Morris,  D.  D. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — Prof.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg. 

Recording  Secretary. — Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever. 

Curator. — C.  F.  Schaeffer,  D.  D. 

Treasurer. — M.  Jacobs,  D.  D. 

Resolved , That  Prof.  Stoever  be  selected  as  principal,  and 
Dr.  Morris,  alternate,  to  deliver  the  discourse  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved , That  our  ministerial  brethren  generally  be  re- 
quested to  institute  search  within  their  charges  and  elsewhere 
for  rare  documents,  Synodical  minutes,  manuscripts,  and  pub- 
lications relating  to  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  country,  and 
forward  them  without  delay,  by  mail  or  express,  to  the  Cura- 
tor of  this  Society,  C.  F.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  at  Gettysburg, 
Pa. 

Resolved , That  the  Secretaries  of  our  several  Synods  be 
requested,  each  to  collect  a complete  set  of  the  minutes  of 
his  Synod,  and  forward  them  to  the  Curator  of  this  Society, 
who  will  in  all  cases  refund  the  expense  of  postage  or  trans- 
portation. 

Resolved , That  the  Curator  be  instructed  to  have  all  the 
pamphlets  in  the  library  of  the  Society,  bound  in  plain  sub- 
stantial binding,  assorted  and  labelled  with  a view  to  conve- 
nient reference,  and  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount 
of  the  bill. 

Resolved , That  the  ministers  of  our  church  be  requested, 
each  to  prepare  a brief  statemen^from  the  church  records 
in  his  charge,  of  the  date  of  the  formation  of  each  church, 
the  successive  pastors  in  charge,  the  present  number  of  com- 
municants, the  language  or  languages  employed  in  public  wor- 
ship, together  with  any  important  events  in  its  history,  and 
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sketches  of  the  life  of  the  pastors,  and  forward  the  same  in 
a letter  by  mail  to  our  Curator  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  the  next 
Convention  of  the  General  Synod. 

M.  L.  STOEYER, 

Secretary. 


♦ 


